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The Grand Master Speaks

At the Budapest Sovereign Council
Meeting in 2010 I was elected to a
term of eight years to serve as
Grand Master. Prior to this I was
Lieutenant Grand Master for three
years when Grand Master Robert
G. Brodie resigned in 2007 due to
ill health.
The main duty of the Grand Master,
as designated, is to Chair the
bi-annual
Sovereign
Council
Meetings. I believe this over
simplifies the actual mandate. I also
participate in the LPC (le Petit
Conseil) teleconference meetings
which are held every two months to
discuss the affairs of the Order. These
meetings are called and chaired by H.E. Grand Commander
Owen Brown. Another, and very important duty, is to act as
the officiating officer at the Investitures. In 2015 ten
investitures are planned and, God willing, Margaret and I
will attend seven of them. I am responsible for approving all
new aspirants and promotions which involves reviewing a
significant number of documents and signing many, many
certificates and forms. The International office is located in
Vancouver and Carole Cameron is the Administrative
Assistant with whom I am in regular communication.
The Sovereign Council Meeting in Malta last year was a
great success and we had the largest ever number of knights
and dames attending an SCM. The post meeting trip to
Sicily and Italy was a lot of fun for over 70 members. We
now look forward to the September 2016 meeting to be held
in Cleveland, Ohio.
In March we were in San Francisco for the annual
Investiture of the Priory of the Western United States. The
Investiture was held in the beautiful Grace Cathedral and
was an extremely well organized, and very well attended,
event. Other members from Canada who attended the San
Francisco Investiture include: H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior of
the America’s John Dustan, Registrar General Viviane Reid,
Chevalier Ian Reid, ADC to the Grand Master Chevalier
Alan Finnie and Dame Joan Finnie. All members are urged
to participate in their Commanderies Investiture and
encouraged to support other Commandery’s by attending
Investitures whenever possible.

We attended the Investiture in
Victoria, British Columbia on May
2nd which was held in Christ Church
Cathedral. Vancouver's Investiture
was on June 6th and traditionally this
Investiture was held in Vancouver's
Christ Church Cathedral where
Chevalier the Very Reverend Peter
Elliott is Dean.
However, the
cathedral is currently undergoing
major renovations and the service
was held in St. Andrew's Wesley
Church. We were in Ottawa (capital
city of Canada) on July 1st to attend
the inaugural Investiture of the
Ontario Commandery. This new
Commandery will bring together
m e m b e r s o f t h e To r o n t o Commandery and new
members from Ottawa. We are excited about this addition to
the Priory of Canada. On 22nd August we will be in
Glasgow for the Investiture and look forward to attending
the world famous Edinburgh Tattoo as part of the Investiture
weekend.

Grand Hospitaller Bailiff David Petitpierre is chairing a
Committee to deal with succession in the Order, particularly
at the senior level, and I am liaising with him to deal with
this important issue to consider the future leadership of the
Order. I should make it very clear that if it ever became
appropriate, or necessary, for me to retire as your Grand
Master I would certainly step down in aid of the Order.
There are other very active Committees, including archives
and history. I whole heartedly support the suggestion from
Chevalier Christopher Greene of the San Francisco
Commandery that all members read “Empires of the Sea”,
by Roger Crowley.
I am honoured to serve as your Grand Master and feel
very proud of the accomplishments of our Order. l am a firm
believer in the importance of communication and look
forward to hearing from any of you who wish to keep in
touch.
Yours in St. John

David Rolfe

Grand Priory of the
United Kingdom and Ireland

I was greatly honoured to be elected
and take the Oath of Office as Grand
Prior of the United Kingdom and
Ireland earlier this year and I assure
all of the members of the Grand
Priory that I will do all in my power
to repay the trust that you have
placed in me. I look forward to
working with all of you to continue to
strengthen the Sovereign Order in
the United Kingdom and Ireland
both in terms of increasing our
membership numbers and in
continuing to increase the amount of
our charitable givings and the
support we give to the many needy
and worthwhile charities we support.

Also honoured this year was Denis
Curran, Chairman of Loaves and
Fishes, one of the charities regularly
supported by the Commandery of
Glasgow, who was awarded an MBE in
the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for
his services to charity and I send my
congratulations and best wishes to
Denis.

The Grand Priory is in good health
financially and already this year we have distributed
£30,000 to various good causes. In addition there have been
a number of fundraising initiatives including a Burns
Supper, a Gourmet Dinner and Wine Evening, a Cheese and
Wine tasting event and a Fundraising Weekend in
Santander, Spain (it was originally billed as a Golfing
weekend but everyone seemed to enjoy themselves so much
that no golf was actually played!).

I was delighted, as I am sure you all were, that HE Bailiff
May Storrie CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ was awarded a CBE in the
Honours List for her service to Business and Philanthropy.
May was invested by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on
1st July this year. Congratulations May – we are all proud
of you!

The Commandery of Glasgow is
holding an Investiture over the weekend
of 20th to 23rd August this year with the
Investiture Service and Ceremony being
held in Orchardhill Parish Church on
Saturday 22nd August. We are all
delighted that H.E. Bailiff Grand Master
David Rolfe GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ will
preside over the Investiture and I am
pleased to report that Chevalier Rev. David Mill KJSJ has
recovered well from his surgery last year and will lead the
Church Service. All of us have a duty to support the
Investiture of our Commandery and I encourage anyone
who has not yet registered to do so now. I also invite the
members of all Commanderies, wherever situated to come
to Scotland in August to join the Commandery of Glasgow
in welcoming new members into the Sovereign Order. In
addition to the Investiture there will be a trip to the Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo on the Friday evening and much
entertainment throughout the weekend. You will certainly
be given a very warm welcome!
Grand Prior Jim Wylie KJSJ

St Andrew’s Hospice

St Andrew’s Hospice provides a service completely free of
charge to the adult population of North and South
Lanarkshire and continuously strives to meet the needs of
patients irrespective of religious, cultural or ethnic
background.

On behalf of the Commandery of Glasgow, Grand Prior
Jim Wylie presented a cheque for£5,000 to Louise
O’Donnell and John Brady of St Andrew’s Hospice

The Hospice has just started a Capital Appeal to raise £8million
to enable it to carry out a major refurbishment of the property to
greatly improve the existing facilities in addition to increasing
occupancy by creating more single bedded rooms than it has at
present. The Sovereign Order of St John regularly supports the
hospice from funds raised at the SOSJ Lanarkshire Noel Lunch
and has donated £35,000 over the last two years. Louise
O’Donnell, the Fundraising Manager showed me round the
hospice and introduced me to a number of staff and volunteers.
I was struck by the friendly community spirit and the feeling of
genuine warmth during my visit.

Commandery of Glasgow
With Christmas and the New Year’s
festivities and another highly
successful Noel Lunch safely behind
us, members might have been
forgiven for thinking that January
would be a quiet introduction to 2015.
Such hopes were, however, short
lived. The Rabbie Burns season was
upon us once again!

This year we celebrated the Bard’s
Birthday on Friday 30th January at the
House for an Art Lover, in Glasgow, a
superb example of a modern recreation
of Charles Rennie Mackintosh’s world
famous design and architectural genius.
Thanks to the highly attentive staff and
an excellent chef we enjoyed a
sumptuous Burns Supper and accompanying beverages of
which the Bard himself would surely have been proud.

After a short speech of welcome from Grand Prior Jim
Wylie, and a fund raising game of Heads and Tails, the
evening commenced with Chevalier Loudon Brown giving
the Selkirk Grace. This was followed by Dave Wyper piping
in the Haggis and Commander Alan McCulloch giving a
rousing rendition of the “Address to the Haggis”. We had,
as our guest of honour, the renowned speaker at many Burns
functions, and past President of the Bridgeton Burns Club,
Jack McKinney, who delivered an excellent Immortal
Memory. Excellent professional musical entertainment was
provided by Celine Donoghue and her accompanist, Neil
Sturgeon, whose songs and fiddle playing in particular soon
had feet tapping and even induced a few members to join in!
Thereafter, the quality of the performers took a turn for the
worse with Commander Sir Harry Lauder and Grand Prior
Duncan Macrae offering their interpretations of their
illustrious forebears’ stagecraft. The original Sir Harry and
Duncan are no doubt still spinning in their respective resting
places. Celine and Neil, however, brought things back to
melodic normality and the evening was brought to a close
with a vote of thanks to all who had contributed to such a
successful evening from Grand Prior Jim Wylie.

I am pleased to report that the event raised the sum of
£2,450 for our charities, thanks to the generous support of
those who attended with their guests and the members who
could not attend but made donations towards our fund
raising efforts.
Saturday 23rd May saw us back at the Holiday Inn
Theatreland for the latest Gourmet Dinner and Wine

Evening. A splendid multi course dinner
was provided by award winning
Executive Chef Gerry Sharkey and his
team with excellent accompanying
wines chosen by our own in-house
Wine Master, Chevalier Liam Dunn.
Members and their guests were initially
stunned and then pleasantly surprised
when members of the hotel events team
suddenly burst into song to entertain
them. However all was not as it seemed
and “The Secret Opera Singers”, as they
turned out to be, were quite superb!

Chevalier Maurice Taylor once again
most generously supported our fund
raising efforts by providing the
successful bidder in the auction with the
opportunity to host a dinner in their own home with the
meal being prepared by Chef Gerry Sharkey and his team
and all food and wines being provided by Holiday Inn
Theatreland. Dame Rose Mary Harley demonstrated once
again her previously proven auctioneering skills by
successfully selling this item twice over.

The Gourmet Dinner and Wine Evening once again
proved to be a most popular and effective fund raising
evening which was immensely enjoyed by all who attended,
raising a grand total of £5,690 in the process. Many thanks
to all those members who supported it by donation and/or
attendance and to their guests who did likewise, including
a special thank you to one of Dame Ruth Chappell
Fleming's guests who donated a case of 12 bottles of
Bollinger Champagne as the prize for the game of “Wine
Man’s Bluff”.

Our next big event will be our 2015 Investiture which will
take place in Glasgow over the weekend of Thursday 20th
to Sunday 23rd August. If you have not yet submitted your
registration form for the Investiture I would urge you to do
so as soon as possible. In addition to the formal events of the
weekend such as new Aspirants being admitted to
membership of the Sovereign Order this is also an
opportunity to meet up with old friends and make new ones
from a variety of different countries.
I thank all members of the Commandery of Glasgow for
their generous support. Without your help our aim of
assisting the poor and sick in Christ could not be achieved.
Commander Alan McCulloch KGSJ

Commandery of Glasgow
Burns Supper

Gourmet Dinner and Wine Evening
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A truly splendid weekend
Drinks Reception and Charity
charity event, organised by
Lunch event at the Royal
Chevalier Daniel Casanova
Pedrena Golf Club was made
KSJ and Dame Marivi
all the more exciting by a
Casanova DSJ, members of
surprise private tour of the
the Commandery of London
Trophy Room and house, in
and residents of Santander,
the village of Pedrena, of Seve
was held in Santander on
Ballesteros, an international
5th to 7th June 2015. After a
golf legend and beloved son of
warm welcome by our two
Cantabria.
hosts on Friday the Knights
The excellent Gourmet
and Dames who attended
Lunch event was attended by
from the Commanderies of
approximately
40
local
Chevalier Daniel Casanova KSJ
London,
Glasgow
and
dignitaries and friends, in
and Dame Marivi Casanova DSJ
Monaco had an opportunity
addition to the visiting
to visit a replica of the
Knights and Dames of the Sovereign Order. Before lunch,
Altamira Cave which is world famous for its cave
Grand Prior of the German Langues, Martin Marschner von
paintings and drawings from the Palaeolithic age; being
Helmreich, gave an inspiring talk, in Spanish, about the
15,000 years old they are the oldest known cave
history and values of the Sovereign Order of St John; the
paintings in the world!
talk was followed by a message of greeting from Chevalier
The Cave of Altamira is situated near the picturesque
Vital Alsar Ramirez KSJ which was read, in Spanish and in
medieval city of Santillana del Mar, and we broke our
English, by his sister Marina, and Speeches of Welcome
journey there from Santander to be warmly welcomed and
from both Chevalier Daniel Casanova and the Prior of
receive some excellent hospitallity at the Torre de Don
England, Vassilios E Papalois.
Beltrandela Cueva (XV Century), the art gallery and home
The Charity Lunch raised a total of 1,550 Euros which the
of Spanish artist Barbara de Ruenda, a close friend of Daniel
SOSJ donated to Cocina Economica Santander; a local
and Marivi.
Charity which helps the homeless and destitute in the
The trip back to Santander from Santillana del Mar
Santander area. A number of the local dignitaries who
included a guided tour of the Palacio de la Magdalena on the
attended expressed their personal interest in the Order and
peninsula of Magdalena in Santander and a visit to see the
asked to be kept up to date with future activities and
galleons used by Professor of Economics and world
charitable events.
renowned Cantabrian sailor and navigator, and a member
Saturday evening concluded by enjoying the beautiful
of the Commandery of London, Chevalier Vital Alsar
home, and the legendary hospitality of the Casanova family,
Ramirez KSJ. The day concluded with an excellent dining
while watching the 2015 UEFA Champions League Final. It
experience at a local restaurant, La Bodega del Riojano.
was a truly memorable weekend and we must express our
The fresh salty sea air and the sunny Saturday morning
gratitude and thanks to Daniel and Marivi for organising
added to the beautiful beach walk and the visit to the city
such a wonderful event.
centre by the Knights and Dames. Our scheduled Saturday
Dame Vana Papalois DGSJ

Priory of England
2015 has been a most productive year for the Priory of England and the
Commandery of London. We were able to warmly welcome and support our
new Knights and Dames, meet and embrace new friends of the Sovereign
Order, organise successful events and raise funds for our charitable causesand there is more to come!
It is particularly pleasing that we now have a “steady stream” of events that
will allow us to develop and flourish. The credit for all of this goes to all our
Brothers and Sisters in the Priory of England and the Commandery of London;
their enthusiasm and commitment makes me very proud! I would also like to
express my most grateful thanks to Commander Chevalier Neville Ransley KGSJ
and Deputy Commander Dame Vana Papalois KGSJ for all their hard work and
for collaborating so well together in helping us serve our noble causes.
I send you my kind wishes for a peaceful and restful summer and look forward
to seeing you in August at the Investiture in Glasgow.
Prior Vassilios Papalois KJSJ

Commandery of London

The December Edition of The European
contained reports of our November
Investiture in London and many other
events that took place in the previous six
months. The six months since then have
been eventful ones too for the
Commandery. With the full support of
Prior Vassilios Papalois KJSJ, we have
now established a pattern of meetings
and events which help ensure we
continue to be active and relevant to our
members.
Once the winter cold was behind us the
Commandery Council met to plan the
activities for the coming year, the charities
we wanted to support and the way forward
to enrolling more members.

We thank our members for their generosity which enables
us to donate to all of the worthwhile charities we support.
That generous support comes in variety of ways. For
example, for a number of years Dame Christine Murrell
DCSJ has produced a Christmas card which she not only
designs and paints herself but also bears all the costs of
production and printing. She and her husband Chevalier
Peter Murrell KCJSJ then donate the cash received from
sales of the cards to the Commandery as a contribution to
our charitable causes. Our thoughts are with Dame Christine
as she presently recovers from an ankle operation and we
wish her a speedy recovery. We eagerly await her next card!

On 25 April we were the guests of Chevalier Daniel
Larkin KSJ and his wife Dame Christine Larkin DSJ at their
home in Walton on Thames for a very successful lunchtime
event of Wine and Cheese Tasting to which members
brought along wines and cheeses from many different
countries in Europe, including England, Holland,
Switzerland, Germany, France, Spain, Greece, Cyprus and
Malta. The event was led by the Executive Head Chef of

Warren House, the hotel where we held
our
Investiture
celebrations
in
November, and his excellent knowledge
of the wines and cheeses helped make the
experience even more enjoyable. This
was an opportunity for members to enjoy
each other’s company and bring with
them family and friends as their guests.
Such events are successful because of the
efforts of a number of Knights and
Dames and we must thank our Deputy
Commander Dame Vana Papalois DGSJ
in addition to Christine and her husband
Daniel. The Larkin family not only
provided the premises – their beautiful
home – but also the food for the meal that
followed the tasting session.

This brings me to our charitable activities for this year.
The Commandery donated over £5000 to various charities
ranging from nursing homes and hospices to community
voluntary organisations nominated by our members and this
edition of The European contains reports on the charities
we have supported in 2015. One such organisation we
supported was Educate Ethiopia and Daniel and Christine
Larkin kindly match funded the amount the Commandery
donated to this project and at the Cheese and Wine Tasting
Event, we had the opportunity of seeing a video of its work
in Ethiopia.
In the month of May I spent some time in Malta visiting
family and friends and had the opportunity of meeting again
our nonagenarian member Chevalier Thomas Hayes KCJSJ.
I am happy to report that he is now in reasonable health and
could not help but notice the Certificate of Merit he was
awarded in September proudly framed and prominently
displayed in his living room.
In early June, the Commandery organised a weekend in
Santander which was a truly grand event enjoyed by all who

were able to go. This event was entirely possible only because of the
efforts of Chevalier Daniel Casanova KGSJ and Dame Marivi
Casanova DSJ. They left no stone unturned to ensure that all had a
good and memorable time. The interest in the Sovereign Order shown
by many of the Spanish friends present was heartening and promising.
During the weekend, and on behalf of the Commandery of London,
Dame Marivi and Chevalier Daniel raised more than €1,500 which
has since been donated to “Cocina Economica Santander” which has
the charitable purposes of helping homeless and destitute people in the
Santander area.

I am pleased to report that our Prelate, Chevalier the Reverend John
Wiley KJSJ, has been appointed to the Sovereign Order’s
Ecclesiastical Council. He will, I am sure, bring his wisdom to bear
in its deliberations. Fr Wiley has moved to a new parish, St Bede’s
Church in Croxley Green, Hertfordshire and the Commandery held its
Patronal Feast Day and Annual Chapter Meeting, Service and Lunch
on Saturday 27th June at his new parish for the first time. After the
Chapter Meeting and Service we had a session led by Chevalier the
Reverend Gerard Irwin KSJ and Dame Mara Theodosopoulou DGSJ,
the theme of which was a spiritual one which revolved around the
Beatitudes and the meaning and relevance of being a Knight or Dame
in today’s world where Christians are being persecuted in many
countries. It made us all reflect on and remember that the Sovereign
Order has at its heart the good of others and the care of those who
cannot always take care of themselves.
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ

Patronal Feast Day

Prior Vassilios Papalois KJSJ
and Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ

Chevalier The Rev. Gerard Irwin KSJ
and Chevalier The Rev. Father John Wiley KJSJ

Grand Priory of Dacia

In the past
year there
has been a
lot of activity in the Grand Priory of
Dacia despite the fact that the Grand
Priory has been reduced in numbers by
the Priory of St Henrik being elevated to
become a Grand Priory in its own right,
covering Finland and the Baltic area.
This has been a positive and progressive
development in the Nordic region.

The main activity within the Grand
Priory has been in the Priory of St Ansgar
in Denmark. The Priories of St Johannes in
Norway and St Eskild in Sweden have not
been so active but new initiatives are being developed
which, hopefully, will soon bear fruit.

We have already transported a prefabricated kindergarten
from Denmark to Eastern Ukraine and, in addition, we have
a hospital room ready to be shipped. We also sent soft toys
for the children, because many of them have lost everything
in the conflict, and cuddling a teddy bear can at least
provide a little comfort.

The Commandery of St Knud Hrtug has been very
successful with their thrift store and the Commandery of St
Kjeld has been very active with their project, Ridder Woof,
which raises funds to help provide a better life for children
in need. The Commandery has also donated an awning to a
nursing home for the elderly and, in addition, has assisted

other worthwhile charitable causes,
including
being
involved
with
Commander Absalon's volunteer guards
who keep overnight watch duty at the
“Himmelekspressen" ("Sky Express"), a
shelter which provides free overnight
accommodation for homeless men.
Conventions have been held in the
Commanderies and we have introduced
six new apprentices, or Sankt
Johanneshjælpere (Saint John Helpers)
as we call them.

There have also been meetings of our
umbrella organisation Malteserrådet
(Maltese Council) which incorporates all
four branches of the Order in Denmark. The website
SOSJDACIA.ORG is active, is used for internal
communications and has a Facebook page for managers.

We are currently very much involved in the organisation
of a large international Investiture in Svendborg on the
Island of Funen, which will be held on Saturday 31st
October, 2015, with the admission of Aspirants from
Denmark, Germany and Monaco. This Investiture is as a
result of joint discussions between the Grand Priories of
Dacia and Germany. We sincerely hope that a large number
of Knights and Dames of the Sovereign Order, both from
Europe and overseas, will attend this Investiture.
Grand Prior Johan A.J. Knickrehm GCSJ

Grand Priory of German Langues
On 14th March, the German Knights
and Dames met in Munich for the first
time under the leadership of their newly
elevated Prior, our Brother Kurt
Schaller and Grand Prior Martin
Marschner von Helmreich.

This important meeting approved the
German collaboration with our Danish
Knights and Dames for a joint Investiture
ceremony to be held in Svendborg
(southern Fyn in Denmark) on 31st
October, 2015. We hope that this
Investiture will attract a large number of
members of the Sovereign Order, not only
from the Grand Priories of Dacia and the
German Langues, but from all other Grand
Priories and Commanderies.

On 26th March Commander Jacqueline Marschner von
Helmreich of the Monaco Commadery in Formation met
our Italian Brother Commander Anselmo Sarchi in Genoa
(Italy) to formalise the merger of the two Commanderies in

Formation of Monaco and Italy as
approved by our Grand Master. The
formalities were conducted in the
presence of the Grand Prior of
German Langues since these two
Commanderies are now units within
the Grand Priory.
The Articles of Association which
form the foundation of the
unification were filed with the
Monegasque authorities on 15th
June 2015. More information on the
unification will be issued when it
becomes effective.

Over the weekend of 5th to 7th
June Commander Jacqueline and
Grand Prior Martin joined members
of the Grand Priory of the United Kingdom and Ireland, in
Santander for a weekend organised on behalf of the
Commandery of London by Dame Marivi and her husband
Chevalier Daniel Casanova, both of whom are members of
the London Commandery but live in Santander.
During the weekend, at a very well organised lunch,
which was also attended by a number of
distinguished residents of Santander, Grand Prior
Martin gave a presentation about the Sovereign
Order and its objectives.

A you will note from Commander Jaqueline’s
report on the Commandery of Monaco in Formation,
during two days of assistance given to the
organisation of Aide à l’Église en Détresse (Church
in Need) the Dames and Knights of Monaco also
collected approximately €1,500 which they donated
to the charity for the purpose of assisting our
Christian brothers and sisters in the Middle East.

Grand Prior Martin Marschner von Helmreich,
Commander Jean-Yves Beaune de Paysat,
Grand Conservator Dag von Schantz and daughter
Tara Estelle Cybéle Bergerud von Schantz

On Saturday 20th June 2015 Grand Prior Martin
and Commander Jacqueline joined the Knights and
Dames in Brittany for their Investiture. During the
Church Service Aspirant Chevalier Philippe Vincent
was invested into the Sovereign Order as a member
of the Commandery of Leon-Cornouaille and
Aspirant Dame Françoise Bosson joined the
Sovereign Order as a member of the Commandery
of Italy in Formation. HE Conventual Bailiff Grand
Conservator Dag von Schantz acted as Presiding
Officer during the investiture ceremony.
Grand Prior Martin Marschner von
Helmreich KJSJ

Commandery of Monaco in Formation
The draft statutes of the new Commandery
of Monaco in formation have been sent by
Commander Jacqueline Marschner to the
competent Authority of the Monegasque
Government for approval and they are
expected to be finalised in the very near
future.
The first meeting of the New Commandery
of Monaco was held on 13 April 2015. The
« Bureau » was formed according to the
Monegasque statutes of an Association. The
official French name is « Association Monaco
Italy de l'Ordre Souverain de Saint Jean de
Jérusalem, Chevaliers Hospitaliers ».

The Monegasque Commandery in Formation is already
active and, on 16 May 2015, two Brothers of the
Commandery attended a Mass in support of AED (Aide à
l’Église en Détresse, which in English translates as, Aid to
the Church in Distress) which supports persecuted
Christians worldwide. They gave a substantial donation to
AED on behalf of the Sovereign Order and the
Commandery of Monaco intends to continue to support this
charity in the future. Our next action in this direction is

planned during a dedicated Mass on June
12.

In April Commander Jacqueline met in
Italy with Commander Anselmo Sarchi of
the Commandery of Italy in formation. It
was agreed that both Commanderies remain
autonomous
but
that
Italy
be
administratively attached to the Grand
Priory of German Langues, and linked with
Monaco.
Commander Jacqueline Marschner
DGSJ

Commander
Anselmo Sarchi
of Italy and
Commander
Jacqueline
Marschner
of Monaco

Commandery of Italy in Formation

A note of a few events in our calander over the past six or seven months

2014
December 22- OTTAWA, CANADA:
blessing and greetings to Italian Knights by
Mgr. Serge A. Thèriault

2015
January 21- GENOA: donation of new
Italian shoes for children of the Community
of Saint Giles home for poor and destitute
people with problems
February 3- RESITA, ROMANIA: funds
of Metropolia of Romania headed by
metropolite Philip I.

February 6- KIEV, UKRAINE: blessing for
New Year 2015 to Italian Knights by Mgr. Taras S.
Shevchenko

February 23- Bolzaneto (GENOA): donation of boxes of
all-in-one incontinence pads to Hospice Gigi Ghirotti for
cancer patients.
March 26- Isoverde (GENOA): meeting with our Brother,
Grand Prior of German Langues Martin Marschner von

Helmreich and Commander Jaqueline
Marschner von Helmreich of the
Commandery of Monaco in formation.

March 31- GENOA: donation of medicines
to surgery of Rivarolo
April 7- TURIN: funds to Mission of Don
Bosco for the children’s Family Home
Pokrova in Lvov (Ukraine)

April 24- PESARO: unexpectedly on April
24, our dear friend and Brother in St. John,
Chevalier Marco Del Grande KSJ
(1950-2015) passed away in his home in
Pesaro. He was invested into the Sovereign Order in 2011
in the Church of Barnabity in Moncalieri near Turin. We
remember his friendship and loyalty, his involvement and
great interest in the Sovereign Order and his humanitarian
activity in Sri Lanka. We greatly regret his passing and he
will remain in our hearts and minds forever.
Commander Anselmo Sarchi KCSJ

Grand Priory of St Henrik
Over the past winter and spring the Grand
Priory of St. Henrik has put a lot of time
and effort into organising and preparing
for the first Investiture of the
Commandery of Helsinki. In particular a
great deal of thought and consideration
has gone in to finding good new Aspirants
of the right calibre to be invested into the
Sovereign Order. As a result we have at
least ten new Aspirants being invested on
29th August 2015 at the Old Church of
Hyvinkää, near Helsinki.

The Annual Meeting of St. Henrik was held
on 29th April 2015 in “Hempankaari”, the
Activity Centre for handicapped persons in

the Tampere area. St. Henrik has supported
this organization on several occasions.

The Grand Priory of St. Henrik organised
three concerts in local churches in May.
Thanks to Honorary Commander Esko
Raipia’s excellent contacts with top Finnish
artists we managed to get two superb singers
to perform in these concerts. Arja Koriseva is
one of the most popular Finnish singers and
has appeared in many musicals including
taking the lead roles in My Fair Lady and
Sound of Music. Our other performer Jaakko
Ryhänen is a world famous opera singer who,
Grand Prior
since 1975, has performed with the Finnish
Markku Salmenpohja KCJSJ
National Opera and, since 1983, has made a
significant international career performing at
the New York Metropolitan and other leading opera houses
all over the world. About 1500 people attended these
concerts. As a result of these three concerts we raised a
surplus of approximately €8,000.

Prior Johnny Reimar (Denmark) and Bailiff Emeritus Per
Forsskahl, (Finnish Commandery OSJ)

Our friendship and cooperation with other Finnish OSJ
organisations continues and on 13th June 2015 Thomas
Pälviranta KCSJ was invited to attend the Investiture of the
OSJ Finnish Commandery of Helsinki. In total 12
individuals participated, and Donat Elina Mäntyniemi was
invested as a Dame of Honour. The ceremony took place in
a Catholic Church, at St. Henry’s Cathedral, where the
parish priest worked together with the OSJ Finnish
Commandery’s Orthodox Prelate. The Investiture service of
the OSJ Finnish Commandery was basically very similar to
our own Investiture service.
Chevalier Thomas Pälviranta KCSJ

Chevalier Thomas
Pälviranta KCSJ

Jaakko Ryhänen,
accompanist Seppo Hovi
and Antero Eskolin

Arja Koriseva and Commander Esko Raipia after the concert

Priory of Brittany
My first year as Prior

I was elected in June 2014 and my first
year as Prior has been rich in human
experience, in spirituality and in learning.
My first task as Prior was to represent
Brittany at the Sovereign Council Meeting
in Malta. I met a number of Brother and
Sister Knights and Dames from around the
world and I was given the opportunity to
personally address the Sovereign Council
about specific issues relating to Brittany.

Back home I arranged my first meeting of
the Priory at Campénéac and conducted my
first official duty as Prior. We attended Mr
Jean Pianel's meeting about Islam and Mr
Philippe Abjean introduced us to the Valley
of the Saints. He also introduced us to a
project he is heavily involved with - the pilgrimage around
Brittany (Tro Breiz) about which there was an Article, with
photographs, in the December edition of The European.

I later travelled to meet the French Protestant Federation
and a Protestant Minister, Mr Pierre Alexanderson attended

our Pro Fide at four Commandery
meetings.

In March we had the great pleasure of
inviting Bishop Mg Moutel to officially
open the now fully restored buildings at
the Village of Saint Joseph.

The hardest challenge I have had to
deal with was to organise the Ceremony
of Investiture for the 20th June at
Campénéac. However, I shouldn’t have
worried - all went well and everyone
was delighted although it was the first
time we had organised an Investiture
since the reunification.

The work of a Prior is continuous on
a daily basis, requiring full time commitment and I know I
still have much to learn.
In closing I would like to thank my wife Elisabeth for her
patience and for her loyal support.
Prior Eric le Bihan KJSJ

Inauguration of the restored
Saint Joseph Village buildings
The Priory of Brittany,
through our Humanitarian
Association, actively supports
the St Joseph Village, a charity
which cares for homeless
people. A number of years ago
we acquired a farm on which
to create a village to enable
homeless and destitute people
to be housed and on which we
could also create workshops
which could be developed to
provide
employment
for
residents of the village.

On March 21, we inaugurated the new buildings, now fully
restored thanks to funding support provided by our Humanitarian
Association. Fifteen new people can be safely and comfortably
accommodated with individual rooms or studios, kitchen,
meeting rooms, chapel and workshop.
Over 200 people attended the Mass of Thanksgiving at the
Inauguration Ceremony which was presided over by the Bishop
of Saint Brieuc in Brittany.
Chevalier Rémy Leprette KJSJ

The Bishop and Prior Eric Le Bihan

Investiture in Campénéac, Brittany, 20th June 2015

During the weekend of 19th through
21st June, an Investiture took place in
the beautiful countryside of Brittany
(France). Close to the village of
Campénéac there is a monastery of
Cistercian nuns, including a most
beautiful church where the solemn
investiture of a new Dame and a new
Knight was carried out.
Arriving in Brittany, and especially
the region around the Broceliande
woods where a large part of the romantic
myths about King Arthur, Merlin the
sorcerer, the Knights of Round Table,
Parzifal and the Quest of the Grail are
touchable in the atmosphere and present
in every tree, every stone, every stream,
is in its own respect like magic. This is where Merlin’s
grave is to be found under a massive trilithon and where
you find magnetic chaos due to iron in the soil, making the
compass spin – the Val sans Retour (the Valley of no
Return).
In these both beautiful and magic surroundings, you will
find the Abbaye la Joie Notre-Dame; a most beautiful,
ethereally pure and elevating structure created by our
Brother Knight and architect Pierre Le Moine. On the late
Friday evening, a Veillée d’Armes was held in the chapel.
This is an ancient ceremony where focus is drawn to the
meanings of the Cross of Saint John, the four branches
representing
the
four
chivalric
virtues, prudence,
justice, strength and
temperance, and the
eight
points
representing
the
eight Beatitudes.
The postulants are
asked orally to
justify before the
assembled Knights
and Dames the
reason for wishing
to become a part of
the Order. Then
they receive the
ancient Regle and
prayer of the Order.
Finally, the capes
and insignia are
transferred to their mentors for safekeeping until the next
day. The Veillée d’Armes is a very meaningful part of the
ancient ceremony of investiture, which sets the mind right
for reception into the Order and, in my opinion, it should
be reintroduced throughout the Order.
Saturday followed a night with a starry sky and the moon
in an early phase and in conjunction with Venus and Jupiter
– a very good sign of magnificence in the growth of love!
In the French tradition, the investiture proper takes place at
the end of a complete mass where the Order of Saint John

is main theme. The mass was partially
held in the Breton language. Received
into the Order at this investiture were
Dame Marie Françoise Bosson and
Chevalier Philippe Vincent, both
sincerely dedicated to, and prepared to
serve, the Order and its aims. They were
warmly received by all present. We are
all grateful to them both for their selfless
dedication.
The gala banquet was held at the Hotel
Roi Arthur, situated at the outskirts of
the neighbouring village of Ploërmel,
with a lake, a golf course and almost
everything else one might wish for.
After the aperitif followed a very tasty
three-course menu, where the social
took over. I had the opportunity to address the assembled
Knights and Dames and bring greetings from the Grand
Master and his two predecessors as well as Le Petit Conseil.
I also welcomed the new Dame and Knight, the two most
important persons of the day, into the Order, taking the
opportunity to explain the use of the sword and the reason
for not using it when receiving Dames.
The entire event, which was rounded off with a mass and
lunch on Sunday, was a true success thanks to the
preparative work carried out under the leadership of Prior
Eric le Bihan, who also contributed a lot during the
ceremonies and the mass. The various offices were taken
care of by José
Dayot,
Rémy
Leprette,
Christophe
Pouliquen as well
as the Prior. The
religious elements
were conducted by
Père
Joseph
Plouhinec in a most
excellent way and
humorous way.
Amongst a total
of about 30-35
participants were
Grand Hospitaller
Patrice de Gail,
Grand Prior of the
German
langue,
Martin Marschner
von Helmreich and
his spouse Jacqueline Marschner von Helmreich,
Commander of Monaco-Italy. Local commanders
Marie-Annick Durand Perdriel (Léon-Counouaille) and
Jean-Yves Beaune de Paysat (Nantes-Pays-de Retz) were
also present as well as former Priors Bernard Lévêque, Joël
Cuzon du Rest and Pierre Le Moine. Due to a marriage in
the near family Grand Master Emeritus Yves Galouzeau de
Villepin and spouse Ghislaine, were unable to attend. Their
absence created the feeling of a big piece missing, but we do
send our congratulations to the family!

The members of the Priory of Brittany may seem to be
few and of some age, but one cannot believe it is true. This
is a group of Knights and Dames of the Sovereign Order
who have served for decades and created some important
charities, six in all, in Brittany and also contributed
World-wide. These charities engage medical doctors,
psychologists, nurses and other specialists, giving thousands
of consultations every year, and they may be compared to
quite large enterprises. The Organisation demands
management and the Head of the Board is Rémy Leprette
with Bernard Lévêque being Director of works. They do a
great job in the name of the Sovereign Order, continuing to
run what the members of this Priory have built from scratch
with their own time, energy and money over a great many
years.
The members of the Priory of Brittany may be of some
age, but they emanate an incredible strength and a profound

dedication founded in genuine idealism, strong will and
deep faith. One will have to look far and wide to find a
comparable group of people, and now a new Dame and a
new Knight have joined their ranks. They will have a steep
hill to climb to reach this level, but I feel certain they are
made of the kind of fibre it takes to do it and excel!
Wishing our two new members God’s blessings and all
the best on their journey into the Sovereign Order and its
works, I also send my gratitude to Prior Eric le Bihan and
all his helping hands for making this investiture possible
and successful, as I take my daughter Tara Estelle Cybéle on
board the TGV bound for Paris, sending a thought and
thanks to Olivier le Bihan who drove us from and back to
Rennes and all around on the country roads of Brittany.

H E Conventual Bailiff, Grand Conservator
Dag von Schantz, GCSJ, PUHO, CMSJ

Feast of St John - Investiture - 19-21June, 2015

On Friday June 19th, the Knights and Dames of the
Priory of Brittany, with many friends of the Sovereign
Order, met at the Cistercian Abbey “Our Lady of Joy”.
We held the General Meeting of our “Association des
Oeuvres Sociales et Hospitaliere de l’Ordre Regulier de
Saint Jean de Terre Sainte en Bretagne » which is
supervised by some elected members of the Priory of
Brittany.

We approved the financial results and made plans for our
3 medico-psycho-educational Centers for children and 3
work Centers for disabled people. We also reviewed our
Humanitarian Activities in particular assistance to Eastern
Christians in great danger today.

Next day, Saturday 20th June, we held the General
Chapter of the Priory chaired by our Prior Eric Le Bihan.
We approved the financial results and reviewed
participation in local activities. Prior Eric gave us a report
on his meeting with members of the Grand Priory of France
who were part of our Order up until 2006. We proposed to
share a special humanitarian task with them to give us both
a chance to work together again.

In the afternoon we attended mass which was followed
by the Investiture ceremony. Two new Aspirants joined the
Sovereign Order: for the Commandery of Monaco-Italy in
Formation, Dame Francoise Bosson and for the

Commandery of Leon-Cornouaille, Chevalier Philippe
Vincent.

Our Marshal Jose Dayot gave us a brief review of the
History of the Order and mass was then celebrated by our
Chaplain Father Joseph Plouhinec.
Grand Conservator H.E. Conventual Bailiff Dag Von
Schantz, from Norway, represented the Grand Master by
presiding over the investiture of Chevalier Philippe Vincent
and Dame Francoise Bosson.

We were honored to welcome Grand Hospitaller H.E.
Conventual Bailiff Patrice de Gail in addition to Grand Prior
of the German Langues, Martin Marschner von Helmreich
and his wife, Jacqueline, Commander of the Commandery
of Monaco in Formation. Also with us were three former
Priors of Brittany: H.E. Pierre Le Moine , Joel Cuson du
Retz, and Bernard Leveque.

It was a beautiful and moving ceremony and in the
evening we gathered together for a gala dinner at the Hotel
King Arthur. The sun was present which contributed greatly
to the success of our day.
After mass and lunch together on Sunday, everyone
departed for home in the afternoon.
Chevalier Rémy Leprette KJSJ

H. E. BAILIFF MAY STORRIE CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ,
LIEUTENANT GRAND COMMANDER FOR EUROPE

After a successful career as PA to
the sales and marketing director
of 3M in London, May returned
to Scotland with her husband
Donald and, in 1974, established
Donald Storrie Estate Agents,
which ultimately became the
largest estate agency chain in
Scotland with 33 offices. When
the business was eventually
acquired by Nationwide Building
Society in 1987 May accepted the
position of Regional Chairman
for Nationwide Estate Agency,
responsible
for
Scotland,
Northern Ireland, Tyne & Tees
and Cumbria.

In 1992 May was elected National President of the
National Association of Estate Agents, following in
Donald’s footsteps, since he had been President in 1986-87.
Donald and May are the only married couple ever to have
both held this position. May, together with the
Parliamentary Committee of the National Association,
lobbied the Government to license the Estate Agency
profession and, as chairman of the Association’s Education

Committee together with her good friend Dr. Archie
Fleming, and Steve Fisher of Strathclyde University, she
developed an objective test for entry to the Association.
This test was the forerunner to formal property
examinations taken by thousands of people in the property
industry in the UK today. May is an accredited City and
Guilds Assessor, Internal and External Verifier for property
examinations.
During the same period May became very closely
involved with the RSPCC (the Royal Society for the

Prevention of Cruelty to Children) in
Hamilton and helped to raise £25,000 for the
charity in its centenary year, a figure which
was subsequently doubled by Laing the
Builders.

May was invested into the Sovereign Order
in 2004 and as a result of her active
involvement in the affairs of the Order she
was promoted to Dame of Grace in 2007 and
subsequently to Dame of Justice in October
2012. For her work supporting her husband
Donald as Grand Prior of Europe and also
within the Priory of Scotland, she was
awarded the Medal of Merit in 2012. May
served as Mistress of Robes and Regalia for
both the United Kingdom and Europe for
many years, she has been Editor of The European magazine
since its inception.

In 2014 May was elevated to the position of Bailiff within
the Sovereign Order, again following in her husband
Donald’s footsteps, and she took the Oath of Office at the
Investiture Service held in Malta on the occasion of the
Sovereign Council Meeting in September of that year. At
the same time she was appointed by H E Conventual Bailiff
Grand Commander Owen Brown GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ to
be his Lieutenant for Europe.

Today May is still involved in business being a major
shareholder and director of Waterfoot Properties Ltd. and a
shareholder in Cadzow Developments Ltd. In addition to
her business interests May is involved in a number of
charitable organisations and is currently a Director of the
Merchants House of Glasgow, a Trustee of the Royal
Scottish National Orchestra Foundation, a Trustee of the
Neurosciences Foundation and Patron and member of the
Development Board of the Marie Curie Hospice, Glasgow.
In 2014, in memory of her late husband Donald, May
organised the inaugural Marie Curie Art for Care Exhibition
and sale which raised £36.000 and sponsored two Marie
Curie Community Nurses for a full year. The Art for Care
Exhibition is now an established annual event which, in the
current year, raised in excess of last years total.

2014 was an eventful year for May, since she not only
received accolades from the Sovereign Order of St John,
but was also awarded a CBE (Commander of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire) by Queen Elizabeth
II, in recognition of her contribution to Business and
Philanthropy. She was delighted and extremely proud to
receive this award, which was presented by Queen Elizabeth
personally, at the awards ceremony in Holyrood Palace on
a beautiful sunny day at the beginning of July. May’s two
sons, Grahame and Stuart and Daughter-in-Law Kathryn
were her guests at the ceremony and they proudly witnessed
May receiving her CBE. May rounded off her special day by
hosting a party for family and friends at her beautiful home.
Grand Prior Jim Wylie KJSJ

St Peter & St James Hospice
and Continuing Care Centre

Chevalier Anthony Mercer KCJSJ presenting a cheque
for £875 on behalf of the Commandery of London

The Hospice of St Peter & St James is celebrating its
40th anniversary this year and it continues to strive to
add to the services it offers to those it cares for. In 2014
the hospice began operating a Wellbeing Centre which is
not only for the benefit of residents but is also open to
patients in the wider community.
The hospice is a single storey building in the beautiful
Sussex countryside and the land on which it is built was
once where a local farmer kept rescued donkeys and where
he held donkey derbies to raise money for charity. To this
day there are still two donkeys in a paddock and they are
much admired and enjoyed by patients and visitors alike.
Though the charity does get a contribution towards its
running costs from the NHS it still needs to raise more than
£2.6 million per annum through the local community to
keep it going.
St Peter & St James Hospice is very close to my heart
since my mother-in-law was a patient there as was a dear
friend with whom I worked at our local General Hospital
and, last year, the Hospice Community Nurses supported
my daughter and her husband during her final weeks.
The Mission Statement of the St Peter & St James
Hospice is: We will support you and those important to you
to live well towards the end of life by giving compassion,
hope and quality care.
Chevalier Anthony Mercer KCJSJ

The Hospice of St. Francis

care home, in hospital or via their “health and wellbeing
outpatient hub”, The Spring Centre.

Based in Berkhamsted, but helping people over a wide
geographical area stretching across West Hertfordshire and
Buckinghamshire, the Hospice has been providing its
specialist care to patients, and support to their families,
carers and those important to them, for over 30 years.

The Hospice of St Francis is also very much involved on
a national level, contributing to the discussions on End of
Life Care, ensuring that the excellence of hospice-care can
be replicated in other environments such as local hospitals
and care and residential homes.
Chevalier John Pettit KCSJ presents a cheque
for £875 to the Hospice of St Francis on behalf
of the Commandery of London

The Hospice of St Francis looks after people with
life-shortening illnesses, providing medical care,
practical advice and emotional support, to help them
manage their condition and maintain a good quality of
life. Care is provided wherever a person needs it, either
in one of their 14 Hospice beds, in their own home or

The care provided by St Francis is available at no cost to
those who need it, as well as to their families. The Hospice
relies on the generosity of its local community and friends
to help it raise over £4.7 million, which it needs annually, to
fund its free services. Only 20% of the money required is
provided by the NHS.
The photograph shows Chevalier John Pettit KCSJ, of the
Commandery of London, handing over a cheque for £875 to
Kirsty, head of the fund-raising team at the hospice.

Chevalier John Pettit KCSJ

St Vincent’s Nursing Home

The Nursing Home is a registered charity which
was built some years ago on the site of the St
Vincent’s Orthopaedic Hospital in Eastcote
which closed at the turn of this century. The
Nursing Home is a Christian foundation which
provides a comfortable, loving and caring home
for nuns, priests and lay people in the twilight
years of their lives.
It also exists to serve the health care of the
disadvantaged and prides itself in ensuring that the
whole person is cared for including their
emotional, social and spiritual needs.

It also offers some beds for respite care. The
donation of £875 by the Sovereign Order was
match-funded by St Vincent’s in order to give two
weeks’ respite care to a person of limited means,
for the purpose of ensuring that an elderly person,
who is being cared for by a relative who could not
afford to pay for the service, would have a period
of respite care in a comfortable and caring
environment. The text of a letter from Mrs Ann
Hewett, whose mother benefitted from this
donation, is reproduced on the left.

The cheque was presented to the matron Shiria Halsey by
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ, of the London Commandery, in the
presence of St Vincent’s Company Secretary Jonathan Lipscomb.
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ

The Simon Community Scotland

The Simon Community, rebranding as “The
Community”, continues with its core business
of helping the homeless. It addresses issues
around addiction, mental health, social
exclusion, employability, literacy and
numeracy.

In February of this year, however, The
Community introduced a totally new programme
entitled “Night Stop” and it is thought that the
SOSJ donation of £3,500 will help fund the
implementation and development of this new and
innovative programme.
“Night Stop” involves identifying volunteers
who are prepared to offer accommodation and
care for up to 3 nights to those homeless
individuals under the age of 25. The idea is that
the programme will provide a breathing space to
allow more permanent solutions to be put in place.

Chevalier John Thomson KCSJ, a member of the Commandery of Glasgow,
presenting a cheque for £3,500 to Lorraine McGrath the
Chief Executive of the Simon Community.

The programme is proving to be enormously
successful and it is hoped that it will address the
critical shortage of short stay housing
accommodation in Glasgow, particularly for
single occupancy.
Chevalier John Thomson KCSJ

Kilbryde Hospice

Hospice Appeal and much fundraising has
taken place. The people of Lanarkshire
will benefit greatly from what has been
achieved by the McGuinness family and
individuals such as the late Donna
Mortimer Ballantyne and her good friend
Susan Haughey, now Lady Susan
Haughey. What they have achieved is
extremely impressive.

The hospice provides specialist palliative
care, free of charge, to patients with life limiting
progressive illnesses and does not discriminate
on the basis of race, colour, creed, national
origin, disability, sexual orientation, age or financial means.
It aims to provide an environment for holistic care to
enhance the quality of life including the relief of pain and
distress, whether physical, emotional, psychological,
spiritual or social. Care also extends to those relatives and
carers who are close to the patient, and even flows through
into the bereavement period.
Grand Prior Jim Wylie KJSJ

Grand Prior Jim Wylie presents a cheque for £5,000 to Lady Susan Haughey,
Director and Gordon McHugh, Chief Executive of Kilbryde Hospice on behalf
of the Commandery of Glasgow

Lanarkshire has a new custom built hospice which
stands in the grounds of Hairmyres Hospital in East
Kilbride. The funding and building of the Kilbryde
Hospice has been a project which has taken many years
from the time the late Tony McGuinness first expressed
his intention to raise funds for a new hospice in
Lanarkshire until the present day. During that time a
number of others have become involved in the Kilbryde

Lady Haughey gave me a guided tour of the
new facility and her obvious enthusiasm and
commitment to Kilbryde Hospice, and the
plans for its future, clearly shone through.

Educate Ethiopia

Chevalier Daniel Larkin KSJ and his wife Dame
Christine Larkin DSJ, members of the Commandery of
London, were pleased to present a cheque for £1,750 to
the charity Educate Ethiopiaon on behalf of the
Commandery.

Educate Ethiopia is dedicated to ensuring that 21 Catholic
schools located in the northern Tigray Provence of Ethiopia
remain open and continue to provide an education to the
6,000 children who attend them. These schools are run by
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Adigrat and are often the
only schools available in these remote villages and
communities.

Daniel and Christine, together with their daughter Sophie,
were able to experience the activities of these schools
first-hand during a charity trip there in Easter 2014 and were
greatly touched to see what a difference a relatively small
amount of financial support is making to the lives of these
young children.
Educate Ethiopia was started up 10 years ago by Peter and
Shelagh Klein of Surrey and is run entirely by
volunteers. There is no overhead and the Charity’s aim is
to ensure that the schools and the people of Ethiopia remain
self-sufficient by slowly introducing the educational tools
and structures needed to develop over time.
A little amount of money goes a long way in Africa: a
donation of £1,750 will mean that approximately 50
children will be able to attend school this year… a truly
meaningful contribution!
Dame Christine Larkin DSJ

The Preshal Trust

social exclusion, the problems being rooted in poverty,
alcohol, drug addiction and low levels of literacy,
numeracy and depression.

Clinical depression is a major issue and with this in mind
it has been decided to create in the memory of the late
Duchess of Montrose, a garden which will provide a haven
of beauty and tranquillity for the troubled mind.

The garden is to be situated adjoining the new building in
Aboukir Street in Govan. It will not only have brightly
coloured flowers and shrubs but vegetable plots, growing
fresh produce to encourage healthy eating. Cooking
lessons will be available and tuition given in the skills of
creative cooking using only frugal ingredients.

Chevalier John Thomson KCSJ, a member of the Commandery
of Glasgow, presenting a cheque for £2,000 to Lady Hermione
Thornhill, the new patron of the Preshal Trust

The word Preshal is Gaelic for “Precious” and that is
how the Preshal Trust treats everyone who enters the
Preshal Trust Centre. The Trust is a recognised
Christian charity which supports those suffering from

Over the last year there has been greater prominence
given to caring for the young who will clearly benefit from
these new programmes.
Sadly, in the last year the Trust lost its patron due to the
death of her Grace the Duchess of Montrose who had
contributed so much over the years. Fortunately her
daughter, Lady Hermione Thornhill stepped into the breach
and has accepted the role of Patron. We wish Hermione
every success in her new role.
Chevalier John Thomson KCSJ

The Camphill Village Trust

HE Bailiff Emeritus René Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, GCMSJ, CMSJ and
Bar, MMSJ presents a cheque for £875 to Andy Paton of The
Camphill Village Trust on behalf of the Commandery of London

The Camphill Village Trust developed from the
Camphill Rudolf Steiner Schools for children with
learning disabilities, founded in 1940 in Scotland by Dr
Karl Konig (1902-66) who came to Britain from his
native Austria as a refugee from Nazi oppression.
Later a group of parents of these children approached Dr
Konig seeking opportunities for their children who had now
reached school-leaving age. An estate which had belonged to
W.F.Macmillan, one of the very first parents and benefactors

was found and purchased and in 1955 Camphill embarked on
a new venture – The Camphill Village Trust (CVT).
CVT now comprises nine communities in England which
are home to almost 400 adults. Offering a range of
accommodation, the communities offer a variety of
activities and workshops. Each person is valued and their
contribution appreciated.
The dignity of doing work that one enjoys and others
appreciate is a fundamental aspect of life in the Camphill
Family. They run many workshops from within their own
communities, offering people with special needs
opportunities to take part in making a host of beautiful craft
products for sale to thousands of customers here in Britain
and abroad. Some of the residents also go out to work and
learn, through local ventures businesses and colleges.
In any given week you can expect to find craft and artistic
activities, plays, dances and musical events happening
throughout the communities. It all makes for a very rich
cultural and social life in which everyone has their own
essential part to play.
CVT remains as committed now as it did 60 years ago to
the benefits that a supportive environment brings to the
people they support. They respond to people’s changing
lifestyles and support needs, as well as wider regulatory
requirements and aim to maintain a sense of community
which combines neighbourly cohesion with individual
wellbeing.
HE Bailiff Emeritus René Tonna-Barthet
GCSJ, GCMSJ, CMSJ and Bar, MMSJ

Erskine looks on itself and all its residents
as a family. Its strength lies in the very
special blend of dedicated care,
compassion and understanding it offers to
residents and their families. When
Erskine was founded in 1916 its aim was
to care for Service men and women who
had been injured in active service. Today,
care remains the cornerstone of Erskine’s
philosophy – but they do much more as
well.

Chevalier Iain Robertson T.D., KGSJ presenting resident
Bob Gilfillan with a cheque for £3,500 on behalf
of the Commandery of Glasgow

INTERESTING FACTS

Erskine needs to raise £8.9m
in 2015 to support veterans
in its care, that’s £171k each
week.

57% of the veterans it cares
for have served with the
Army, 17% Navy and 26%
RAF.
Erskine has cared for over
85,000 veterans since 1916.

As Scotland’s foremost provider of care
for veterans and their spouses, Erskine
provides unrivalled nursing, residential,
respite and dementia care in its homes for
UK veterans throughout Scotland. Its
person-centred care is tailored to the needs
of each individual veteran. All bedrooms are
equipped with full-disabled access and
en-suite facilities with dining areas. The
recreation facilities provide social activities
and entertainment and organised day or
evening trips are of huge importance to the
health and wellbeing of the residents.
Erskine offers a unique quality of care with the provision
of physiotherapy, speech & language therapy, dentistry and
podiatry on site. As well as long-term residential nursing
care, it also offers palliative, respite and short break care.
Two of the homes also offer residential care for those who
do not require nursing care.

The Charity operates five Erskine homes, caring for over
1,000 residents each year; the homes provide veterans with
the companionship of like-minded people. Erskine staff not
only care for our veterans – they care about them.

Cottages for veterans and their families have been a
feature of the Erskine 80 acre estate for many years and a
recently completed extensive £7 million rebuilding
programme added 44 single-storey houses, built to the
highest amenity and energy conservation standards.
Erskine’s proud history extends beyond its provision of
nursing care as a number of highly-skilled veterans are
employed by Erskine to support its charitable activities.
Our UK Service personnel display the highest levels of
bravery and courage throughout the world, and I firmly
believe that it is right that we, the members of the Sovereign
Order of St John, continue our support of this military
charity enabling Erskine to be there for them should they
need help in the future.
Chevalier T. Iain Robertson T.D., KGSJ

Hunger as a bi-product of
poverty is no stranger to
humanity.
Throughout
history
compassionate
hearts have been moved by
the Grace and Love of God
to do whatever possible to
help alleviate their cruel
effects. Such was the case
of George Aitken, founder
of Loaves and Fishes
twenty-six years ago.

Loaves and Fishes

John’s Story
“After the breakdown of my
marriage to my first wife, I
found myself homeless and
sleeping rough. Then one
day someone stopped to
speak to me and told me
about
this
charitable
organisation where you can
get a hot meal. I feel that it is
a safe and comfortable
environment to be in. I have
made some good friends here
Today his mission to feed
who told me about another
and clothe the poor and
organisation called the
hungry continues through
Lodging House Mission
voluntary
service
and
which in turn put me in touch
donations. On 1st July at the
with another organisation
Palace of Holyroodhouse in
called Momentum which
Edinburgh, Loaves and
does computer training. This
Dame Irene Loudon presents a cheque for £3,500 to
Fishes Chairman, Denis
is where I met my “now”
Denis Curran MBE on behalf of the Commandery of Glasgow
Curran will be honoured to
second wife Tracy. We
receive the award of an MBE (Member of the Most
celebrate our one year wedding anniversary on 19th June
Excellent Order of the British Empire); an award granted
this year.
by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II for his outstanding
Getting re-married and being part of Loaves and Fishes
hands-on contribution to charity.
has been a great life-line for me. Denis who runs the charity
To allow supporters to gain an insight as to how their
has been a tower of strength to me.”
donations are being used, on 24th June, Loaves and Fishes
will host a Mission Meal in the Oasis Restaurant 264 Bath
Tracy’s Story
Street, Glasgow, at which three or four beneficiaries of the
“Until I started a computer training programme at
services provided by Denis and his team will share their
Momentum, I hadn’t a clue about the widely named
“homeless scene”. However, I met John there and at a time
in my life when I was at my lowest ebb because I was in a
very physically, mentally, and verbally abusive relationship.
We struck up a very close bonding friendship which resulted
in me having the strength to break free of the abuse and we
started seeing each other in 2012. John introduced me to
Denis and Loaves and Fishes.
Everyone is so helpful and I feel comfortable and safe.
These people go above and beyond the call of duty. I am
happy to be a part of it.”

experiences of how Loaves and Fishes has benefited them.
The recently donated £3,500 by the Glasgow
Commandery of the Sovereign Order of St John will be used
specifically for the purchase of food for those in need
throughout the year.

It is a joy to witness the interaction and personal
transformation of each one as they grow in confidence and
self-esteem through the support and friendships fostered by
this wonderful charity. Some of the individuals who benefit
from Loaves and Fishes progress to become part of the
Team as in the case of John and Tracy (pictured with Denis
and Dame Irene Loudon DGSJ).

As mentioned in
previous articles,
over recent years
Loaves and Fishes
has been extremely
grateful for the
Order’s
very
g e n e r o u s
donations. As you
will be aware, these
have been used to
provide homeless people with a two course meal with tea or
coffee in the safe and relaxing environment of the Oasis
Cafe, Renfield St Stephen’s Church Centre, thus enabling
them to have a taste of dignity and normality for two hours
in the week.
Dame Irene Loudon DGSJ

Krak des Chevaliers

When A. J. P. Taylor the
historian said that a “Civil War
is not a war but a disease” we
have to assume that he did not
have the power of
pre-knowledge of the future but
if he had been the possessor of
that kind of knowledge, he may
very well have been talking
about the Middle East of the
late twentieth and early twenty
first centuries. Amidst all of the
s t o r i e s o f m u r d e r, r a p e ,
genocide, mayhem and military
madness that came out of the
reporting of the Syrian Civil
Krak des Chevaliers as it once was
War, it would have been easy to
miss the story that the ancient
Crusader Fortress of Krak des Chevaliers had been badly damaged in the fighting. The young T. E. Lawrence
[Lawrence of Arabia] had once commented that Krak des Chevaliers “was one of the world’s greatest castles.” As
Hospitallers, it behoves us to know a little about the history of our Order and because of that, this short article may
have some interest for our members. The site of Krak des Chevaliers had been a place of fortification and military
significance for a long time before it became a Hospitaller power-base. Situated in Syria, close to the Lebanese border
and only 45 kilometres to the west of the city of Homs. The first fortification on that site was an ancient Kurdish one
and it was known simply as Castle of the Kurds. That castle was given to the Hospitallers by Raymond 11 Count of
Tripoli in 1142.

With the Hospitallers embarking on building and strengthening work that went on all through the 1140s, this work was
hardly completed when the castle was damaged by an earthquake in 1170. Building work was then resumed and Krak went
on to become a site of some military, political and financial significance. At the height of its powers, it was garrisoned with
a force of some two thousand men. In
the year 1271, it was captured by the
Mamluk Sultan Baiban after a siege of
thirty six days, though some sources
maintain that the castle fell to trickery
rather than to force of arms, the
besiegers having produced a forged
letter purporting to have come from the
Hospitallers’ Grand Master. In the
letter, the defenders were instructed to
surrender and consequently, they laid
down their arms. On another occasion,
the castle had successfully withstood an
attack and siege mounted by the great
Saladin, but against trickery, its
immense strength was not immune.

Sadly in recent days, when the
civilian population of the city of Homs
were faced by the approach of a
Krak des Chevaliers as it now is
powerful and aggressive modern army,
some nine thousand of them in their
extremity, fled Homs and took refuge in the ancient Crusader castle. No doubt, they thought that the castle’s thick walls and
its reputation as a World Heritage site of special significance might prevent it and them from being attacked. However, that
was not to be the case and in the assaults carried out by President Assad’s Tanks and warplanes, three hundred civilians
were killed and Krak des Chevaliers was badly damaged. Whether the castle could or will be repaired; only time will tell.
Certainly with the Middle East being in the state that it is currently in, repair seems to be an unlikely possibility.
Chevalier Brian Fleming KSJ

SPIRITUAL MESSAGE

Following over thirty years as minister of a congregation in Greenock, a sizeable
industrial town on the west coast of Scotland, I moved to the other side of the
River Clyde in 2010 to minister to a rural charge comprising two congregations
worshipping in three church buildings.
Since before my arrival, it has been the custom for the congregations to hold a united
service on Pentecost Sunday and then to enjoy a very sumptuous buffet lunch together
afterwards. It is always a happy occasion, a welcome opportunity for fellowship,
while sharing a feast of delicious food and a glass or two of wine (or soft drinks for
those who prefer and those who are driving!).
This year, however, we did things a little differently. Recently, in response to
grinding poverty among some sections of the communities in the area, a local Food
Bank had been set up to offer essential supplies to families and individuals who are
struggling financially and cannot afford to feed themselves. It was decided that, in
place of our usual lavish Pentecost buffet, my congregations would have a very simple
lunch of sandwiches, tea and coffee, and instead donate much-needed goods to the
Food Bank. We were humbled by the gratitude with which our donations were
received, and shocked to learn of the number requiring help from the Food Bank, including a teenage boy who sleeps beside
the refuse bins behind one of the supermarkets.
The Order to which we are proud to belong has as one of its core elements the sense of being an international and
interdenominational Christian fellowship. Often, that fellowship is celebrated in the context of glittering social occasions,

with champagne receptions and gourmet dinners. Such
events certainly have their place, and they provide an
opportunity for those within the Order - and their guests - to
give generously in raising significant sums of money for a
wide variety of deserving charities and causes.
But, might there not be virtue, at least on the odd occasion
(for example, on a date near our patronal feast day), in
identifying even more closely with our Lord’s sick and poor
by enjoying fellowship together in a simpler (dare I say
‘austere’) manner, while contributing the same amount of
money we would have otherwise spent, for the benefit of
those whom we are called to serve, in the name of our Lord
who said “Just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are my family, you did it to me”?
This may already happen in a variety of ways and places
- in which case, well done! For the rest of us, it’s just a
thought - though I’d like to hope that it’s a thought that will
be translated into action.
May God richly bless you all, and the work you do
through our Order.
Chevalier The Revd. David Mill KJSJ
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FORTHCOMING INVESTITURES AND EVENTS
INVESTITURES

3 July - Commandery of Ontario, Canada
22 August - Commandery of Glasgow, Scotland
29 August - Commandery of Helsinki, Finland
3 October - Commandery of the Okanagan, Canada
31 October - Grand Priory of Dacia, Denmark
7 November - Commandery of The Palm Beaches, USA

EVENTS

Grand Priory of the UK & Ireland
Friday 21 August 2015 - Annual General Meeting – Holiday
Inn Theatreland, Glasgow
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
23 – 27 September 2016 - Sovereign Council Meeting
28 September – 10 October 2016 - Post SCM Tour

Commandery of Glasgow
Friday 21 August 2015 – Visit to Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo
September/October 2015 – Visit to Torphichen Preceptory
– date to be confirmed
Friday 11 December 2015 - SOSJ Noel Lunch –
Crutherland House Hotel, East Kilbride
Saturday 30 January 2016 - Burns Supper – House for an
Art Lover
April/May 2016 – Gourmet dinner and Wine Evening – date
to be confirmed
Commandery of London
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 November 2015 – Mystery
Weekend / Thanksgiving at Warren House
April 2016 - Literary / Musical lunchtime event - date to be
confirmed.

THE EDITORIAL TEAM WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO HAS SUBMITTED ARTICLES
AND ASSISTED WITH THE PRODUCTION OF THIS ISSUE OF THE EUROPEAN.

