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AN INTERVIEW WITH
H.E CONVENTUAL BAILIFF, GRAND CONSERVATOR,
RENÉ TONNA-BARTHET GCSJ, CMSJ & Bar, MMSJ
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS IMPENDING
RETIREMENT AS GRAND CONSERVATOR

Your Excellency, I am very conscious
that you are nearing the end of your
career within the government of the
Sovereign Order of St. John, after an
incredible career of 50 years. If you will
permit me therefore, I would like to
record your replies to a few questions
covering the milestones of your life
within our beloved Order to ensure that
your experiences are not lost as you
have lived through a very hectic period
in the recent history the SOSJ.

If I may, I would like to start at the very
beginning. When and where were you
invested ?
I was invested during one of my trips to
London in 1964 at an Investiture presided over
by the much respected and beloved late King
Peter II of Yugoslavia. This was the year that
the King had given the Order a Constitution
which at that time was an occasion of pride, joy
and honour for all the Knights who were part of
the Order. Regrettably, it was also a year when
there was a split within the Order following a
difference of opinion between the then 72nd
Grand Master the French Paul de Granier De
Cassagnac and King Peter II. This happened at a time when my
father had just been elected Grand Prior of the Russian Grand
Priory of Malta. My father worked very hard trying to overcome
these differences of opinion, but regrettably to no avail.
What was your job at that time?
I was a Marketing Executive with a British Company which
had a branch in Malta, and which amongst other functions, also
dealt with Diplomatic Business and part of my job required me
to travel abroad visiting various Embassies in the Middle and Far
East as well as in Africa. Co-Incidentally the Late King Peter II
had awarded his Royal Appointment to this Company and as a
result I had the good fortune and honour of being presented to
him and meeting him on several occasions between 1961 and
1970 when sadly the King passed away.

What were your experiences between
1964 and 1970, when I know that you
and your family were transferred to
London?
Well, in 1964 I was transferred as
General Manager of the branch of my
company in Italy. it was very soon after
joining the Order that I had the good
fortune to have enrolled as Knight of
Justice the Philippine Ambassador to
Italy, HE Senor Villanueva. As a result,
the King then asked my father to appoint
me as an Ambassador of the Order and it
was in this capacity that I was fortunate
in convincing a number of other
Ambassadors to join our Order, not the
least being the Belgian Ambassador to
Turkey, in 1967.
I was also pleased to have been
instrumental in convincing a number of
other Diplomats to join us during this
period. I was also asked by His Majesty
to visit other Commanderies and
Priories in the area of my activity and
following my visits I was asked to put
forward any suggestions that I
considered could enhance these local
activities.
When were you promoted to Knight of Justice?
As result of these activities the King suggested to my father that
I should be promoted to the rank of Justice in 1967. To my shame
and sadness, due to my continued travels, my initial parchment
has been lost, but I am proud to say that the parchment promoting
me to the rank of Justice, signed personally by the King, now
hangs in my sitting room at home, in a place of honour, next to
the parchment which announced my elevation to the rank of
Bailiff Grand Cross of Justice, which came later in 1992.
What happened after 1970, when you were transferred to this
country?
Well, I was welcomed by the then Commander of the England
Commandery, Commander Anthony Zammit, and I soon joined
the activities of this Commandery. My first official position was

that of Chamberlain in 1971. Things were going very well at this
period and the Commander was soon promoted to the rank of
Justice and the Commandery then became a Priory. In 1975 I was
appointed as Deputy Grand Prior under the then Grand Prior HE
Bailiff John Stacpoole GCSJ, MMSJ, I was very pleased that we
immediately got on extremely well. John was a very busy man at
that time and I am happy that I was able to help him run the Priory
to the best of our capabilities and I am proud to say that John and
I remain very good friends even after all this time.
I was also privileged to be able to make many good friends
during this time, amongst them the late Bailiff Anthony Bugeja,
and the then Grand Prior of the UK and Ireland, HE Bailiff Sir
Albert McQuarrie Kt, GCSJ, CMSJ and also Commander
Anthony Mercer, who was then Herald, and remained in that
capacity for over 30 years. I am very proud to have been
instrumental in having Tony awarded with the certificate of Merit,
which he more than deserved. Since joining the SOSJ I have also
made several friends across many parts of the world. Amongst the
outstanding personalities that I will always fondly remember is
the late Donald Storrie, who was in my opinion one of the best
Grand Priors that I have ever had the privilege to work with, as
well as the late Conventual Bailiff Robert Philips of Vancouver.
With respect, René, you have not mentioned the episiode that
I know caused you great pain.
May, I was hoping that you would allow me to skip that very
sad time in my life. In 1978, after a lot of very hard work, my
father had finally convinced the Council of the ICOC,
(International Commission for Orders of Chivalry, which in 1978
was under the Chairmanship of the Chevalier Col. Gayre of
Gayre & Nigg) that our Order was a valid and legal Order under
the Protection of the Royal House of Yugoslavia. Thus the 1978
Register of Official Orders of Chivalry listed our Order as valid
and legal. So for a period of time our validity was never in
question. However, in 1979 the then Grand Prior Anthony
Zammit fell out with my father who had originally appointed him
to that position and a split ensued. You will understand that I was
subsequently caught in a very delicate situation.

René’s father Professor
Bailiff Gaston
Tonna-Barthet, MBE,
GCSJ, CMSJ, KSS, DAF.
He was founder and Grand
Prior of the Russian Grand
Priory of Malta, and also
Grand Commander under
King Peter II

Over many years I had become great friends with Tony, and of
course, as my father’s son, I could not side with either one and
found myself in an impossible position. I thought therefore that
the only solution was to resign, which I did that year. I was out
of the Order for some 8 years when sadly my father died in 1987.
To my surprise, one Sunday afternoon, about three months after
the sad demise of my father, Tony phoned to say that now there
was nothing to stop me from re-joining, and I did this with great
happiness. Some years later In 1990 I was asked on one occasion
to go to Malta and try to negotiate some form of a reunion with the
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Russian Grand Priory of Malta but regrettably this attempt to
achieve peace failed due to the position and approach of the then
Deputy Grand Prior and half way through the meeting I felt that
I had no option but to leave the room. Present at this meeting was
my brother-in-law, the late Bailiff Vincent Ciancio, (he was a
member of the RGPM) and following the meeting came to my
hotel to apologise for what had happened.
In 1992 I was elevated to Bailiff and feel very privileged that
my parchment, confirming this rank, is signed by HRH Prince
Karl Wladimir, the son of the late HRH Prince Andrej, the late
King’s younger brother.
In 1993 I was elected to LPC (Le Petit Conseil) as Grand
Councillor and a year later, to my delight, I was appointed as
Grand Conservator by the direct instruction of the Lieutenant
Grand Master Anthony Zammit. In 1995 I was approached by the
then President of the ICOC, a (Prince) McCarthy More, who
asked us to confirm a number of matters prior to once again
being accepted as a valid Order in the next printing of the Register
of the ICOC. I passed on this message to the then Grand
Commander Bailiff Victor Usher and it was at this point that there
arose a serious disagreement between Victor Usher, Tony Zammit
and myself. Following this disagreement I received a registered
letter from the Lieutenant Grand Master in which I was called a
traitor and I was subsequently expelled from the Order in 1996.

René and his wife Gertie

This incident, as you may imagine, was traumatic and very
hurtful, as I was, as always, defending what I fundamentally
believed to be correct and right for the Order, and which after all
is the responsibility of the role of Grand Conservator. Following
this disagreement and expulsion I went into hibernation for the
next five years.
What happened after that, how did you join the Sovereign
Order of St. John?
During a period of some two years, starting about 1998, knowing
that I was no longer active in the Order, the much respected late
Bailiff Bob Phillips of the SOSJ, from Vancouver and asked if I
wanted to join them. Initially I refused, as I remained embittered
by the way in which I had been treated. However, in 1999,
something of importance happened, the Grand Prior Sir Albert
McQuarrie, also fell out with LGM Tony Zammit, and had made
contact with Vancouver with a view to joining the SOSJ. Bailiff
Bob Phillips immediately phoned me to ask my opinion of Sir
Albert was very high and remains so to this day, so I was very
happy to confirm the credentials of Sir Albert. During my
conversation with Bob, I replied “Bob, if you can manage to get
Sir Albert into the SOSJ, I too will be glad to join you, if you will
have me!”, and that as the saying goes, was the beginning of a
new and very happy period for me. Both Sir Albert and I joined
in 2000 and we were both awarded the Medal of Merit and later
the Cross of Merit.
In your 50 years as a Knight, do you consider any special
event as a highlight in your life?
One milestone that I remember well was on 27 September,
1993, when soon after I became Grand Conservator, during one of
my trips to Australia, I chaired the historic first meeting of the
LPC in Melbourne, together with the late Conventual Bailiffs,
Halliday and de Bryon-Faes, both wonderful and much respected

personalities, with myself the bearer of two proxies one from the
LGM and the other from the Grand Commander the late
Conventual Bailiff Victor Usher. In 2001, barely one year after
joining the SOSJ, both Sir Albert and I were asked by the then
Grand Master, (the late Bob Brodie) to form part of a working
group, made up of certain members of the French, Danish and
German Orders, with a view to reunification. This eventually led
to reunification in 2010 with the document of reunification signed
during the Sovereign Council meeting that year which was held
in Budapest. As a result of my participation with the Working
Group, and after the successful signing of the Document of
Unification, the Grand Master, Bailiff David Rolfe, was pleased
to award each individual participant with a medal, mine was a
second Cross of Merit, (the first Cross having been awarded to
me during the Sovereign Council meeting held Malta in 1994), It
is for this reason that after my name you will see the letters
“CMSJ and Bar” and I am very proud of the fact that to date this
achievement remains unique in the recent history of the Order.
One further event that I consider to be the highlight of my life in
the Order happened during the Sovereign Council Meeting in
Budapest in 2010 when I was charged by LPC to award the Cross
of Merit to our Grand Master, Bailiff David Rolfe, GCSJ, CMSJ.
That was the most wonderful experience of my life.
When I joined the SOSJ in 2000 I was accepted at my rank of
Bailiff, and was also confirmed as Grand Conservator during the
next Sovereign Council Meeting in 2002 which was also held in
Vancouver.
You also had a book about the Order published in 2006, tell
me about it.
In the early 60s I had the good fortune of meeting on several
occasions at my father’s house, the American Historian, Professor
Harrison Smith, and it was he who had implanted in me the
curiosity and interest in the history of the Order. Later on, in the
80s, when I was editor of the then Order’s magazine, called Le
Chevalier International, I started printing articles about some of
the more interesting highlights of the Order’s history. Readers of
this magazine used to urge me to put these articles in some sort of
book and in 2002 I started to research more about these historic
periods, and as my father had already printed a book about the
various Grand Masters, I thought that I would incorporate his
work with mine. In 2006 the book was accepted for publishing.
Regrettably it is now out of print.
Well my dear May, I feel I am now well past my “best before
date”, as I will be 82 in October, one month after the next
Sovereign Council Meeting, and it is for this reason that I have
decided to retire and not stand for re-election. I feel privileged to
have been able to make what I feel is a considerable contribution
to the Order over the past 50 years and I think that the time has
now come to pass on the mantle to a younger person whom, I am
sure will continue to contribute to its on-going success. In closing,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my Brothers and
Sisters in the Order, both past and present, with whom I have had
the honour of serving and send my best and warmest wishes to
all the members for their health, happiness and future success.
Finally, of course, it goes without saying, I will always remain
at the service of the Order . Thank you.

Dame May Storrie DJSJ, MMSJ, Editor

Grand Priory of the United Kingdom and Ireland

I am delighted to announce that I
have appointed Prior Jim Wylie
KJSJ as Chancellor of the Grand
Priory. Jim has worked tirelessly
for the Order in various capacities
including, but not limited to; Prior
of Scotland, Treasurer to the
Grand Priory, Trustee of the Priory
of the UK Charitable Trust and
Treasurer to the Priory of the UK
Charitable Trust. He has been of
great assistance in helping me with
various matters within the Grand
Priory and is a solid and
dependable deputy to me.
The Commandery of Glasgow has
had a busy few months holding a
diverse range of events to raise funds
for our charitable objectives whilst at
the same time using these events to attract suitable new
members to expand our membership. The Commandery of
London has also begun to develop additional fund raising
events under the leadership of their new Commander, which
will boost their fundraising objectives.
In excess of £47,000. has been distributed to charitable
organisations by the Trustees of the Priory of the UK
Charitable Trust, on behalf of the members of the Grand
Priory, from funds raised by the members in 2013 many of
these donations are featured elsewhere in this issue of The
European.
I have had the opportunity and pleasure to meet and work
to further develop the objectives of the Sovereign Order in
Scotland, with Prior Jim Wylie KJSJ and in England with
Prior Vassilios Papalois KJSJ. Later this month I will be
attending the Commandery of London Business Meeting of
the members, followed by their annual Patronal Feast Day

Service and lunch, which I am greatly
looking forward to.
The members of the Commandery
of London are busy preparing and
organising their bi-annual Ceremony
of Investiture being held between 21st
to 22nd November and I encourage
our members within the Grand Priory
and in Europe to support this event.
The Annual General Meeting of our
Grand Priory will be held at this time
to which all members and aspirants of
the Grand Priory are invited. There
will also be a meeting of the Trustees
of the Priory of the UK Charitable
Trust to discuss, amongst other
matters, the distribution of funds to
charitable organisations from funds
raised in 2014 by the members.
My final words are reserved for H.E. Conventual Bailiff
Grand Conservator Rene Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ &
Bar, MMSJ who, at the Sovereign Council Meeting in Malta
will be demitting from high Office after many years of
service, both at home and internationally, to the Order.
Rene has given of his time and experience to strengthen the
Sovereign Order and his wisdom will be sorely missed on
the Sovereign Council, Le Petit Conseil and The European
Working Group. We will however, here at home, still be
able to seek counsel when required on matters of the Order,
as Rene will still be an active member of the Commandery
of London. This is also an appropriate time to pay tribute
to Gertie who has supported Rene and the Order on so many
occasions at Investitures and Sovereign Council Meetings
around the world. Thank you both for your enormous
contribution and your friendship to all of us.
H.E. Bailiff, Grand Prior Glenn H. Wales GCSJ

GOURMET DINNER & WINE EVENING

Members of the Commandery of Glasgow
along with their guests assembled once
again for our annual Gourmet Dinner and
Wine Evening on Saturday 5th April to
raise funds for charities in Scotland.
Members and their guests dined on the best
of seasonally available Scottish produce
prepared and cooked by Executive Chef
Gerry Sharkey of La Bonne Auberge and his
team of chefs.
The founding committee of H.E. Bailiff Glenn
Wales GCSJ and Chevalier Maurice Taylor KJSJ
was further strengthened this year by the addition
of new Members Chevalier Liam Dunn KSJ and
Dame Rose Mary Harley DSJ.

The wines, in this the year in which Glasgow hosts the
Commonwealth Games were sourced from Commonwealth
countries and matched by Liam to each of the principle
courses. A game of “Wine Man’s Bluff” was held to test
our knowledge of wine and to boost further the funds raised
on the night.
Entertainment was provided by final year Masters
students of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and
included a wonderful Jazz trio who played throughout
dinner and later we were treated to popular arias from opera
and favourite songs from the musicals.
An auction item generously donated by Maurice and Liam
of a four course dinner in your own home created and
cooked by Executive Chef Gerry Sharkey and served by
staff from La Bonne Auberge with wines matched and
donated by Liam was a tremendous success and thanks to
the generosity of Maurice and Liam was sold three times
by auctioneer of the night Rose Mary.
Members and guests were given the opportunity of
purchasing the wines by the case at preferential rates to
continue enjoying them in the comfort of their own homes
whilst the Order received a small commission to add to its
charitable objectives.
The night ended with appetites satisfied and everyone
feeling the warmth of the wines but perhaps the greatest
glow was, that by a combined effort of all who attended and
supported the event so generously was that the event had
raised over £12,000. which will be added to funds already
raised by other events for distribution later in the year by
the SOSJ Priory of the UK Charitable Trust.

PRIORY OF ENGLAND
I would like first of all to
congratulate the Commander
of the Commandery of London,
Commander Neville Ransley
KGSJ for the dynamic start of
his tenure; Neville has put
together a team that combines
experience and freshness and
the first two business meetings
of the Commandery have been
very productive, generating a
lot of planning and work for
the future. Neville will provide
more information in his report
regarding the recent successful,
fundraising piano recital by
Catherine
Leonard.
My
grateful thanks go to Chevalier
Daniel Larkin KSJ and his wife
Christine
whose
warm
hospitality made this event
possible.
The Commandery of London will hold a business meeting
and will thereafter celebrate our Patronal Feast Day on
Saturday the 21st of June at the Church of Holy Family in
West Acton. Father John Wiley will lead us in prayer and
reflection on the religious and historic elements and
meaning of our Order. It is a day that is always special to
our heart!
The big event of the year for the Commandery of London,
will be the Ceremony of Investiture to be held on the 21st
and 22nd of November 2014. The Ceremony will take
place at the Church of Sacred Heart in Wimbledon and all
the relevant events will be hosted at the wonderful Warren
House in Kingston where we all enjoyed the Investiture
events in London in 2012. The registration form has been
sent to International Office and our Brothers and Sisters
around the world. Of course friends of members of our
Order are most cordially invited to join us in what promises
to be a memorable weekend.
At the Investiture in London we will have the opportunity
to celebrate the 50 years of the absolutely magnificent
Service to the Order of H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand
Conservator, Rene Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ & Bar,
MMSJ.

Our Rene! It is utterly
impossible to describe in a few
lines the superb and truly historic
work that Rene has done for our
Order but also our respect, love
and admiration for him. He has
been a Father Figure and a
Mentor to so many of us and I
have been personally so
privileged and honoured to enjoy
his friendship, mentorship and
support; but more (much more!)
in November in London!
Dame Vana and our family join
me in wishing you a productive
but also restful summer and we
are looking forward to seeing you
later this year in London to
celebrate the Investiture of our
Aspirants and ask humbly the
Blessing of St. John.
Prior Vassilios Papalois KJSJ

PRIORY OF SCOTLAND
It’s hard to believe that we are
already half way through 2014 and
the time of the Sovereign Council
Meeting in Malta draws ever closer.
I am really looking forward to the
SCM, the Investiture (more
especially since we, in Scotland, will
have three Aspirants who will
become new members of the
Commandery of Glasgow), and the
post SCM tour, particularly meeting
up with, and making, friends from
foreign parts. Two of our Scottish
members, Dame May Storrie and
Dame Lynda McCulloch, have been
part of Dame Margaret Rolfe’s team dealing with
organisational matters relating to the SCM and Tour.
Details of the various charitable events held in Scotland
during 2014 are dealt with elsewhere in this edition of the
European but I am delighted to report that we continue to
raise substantial funds for distribution to worthwhile and
needy charities in Scotland. In the last three years we have
raised well in excess of £110,000 (136,000 Euros or
Canadian $200,000) for which I congratulate and thank all
our Knights and Dames.
I am also pleased to announce that Chevalier William
(Bill) Macreath KGSJ, a well-known and respected
Glasgow lawyer, has been appointed a Judge of the
Supreme Court of the Sovereign Order. The initial
appointment is for a period of three years although Bill will

be eligible to be reappointed at the end
of his initial term.
Even although he is not Scottish, it
would be remiss of me not to make
mention that H.E. Conventual Bailiff
Grand
Conservator
Rene
Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ & Bar,
MMSJ is about to take a step back
from his current formal role. When I
first met Rene I thought he was a very
serious and stern individual. And he is
serious! But he has a wonderful pawky
sense of humour which is
complemented well by the personality
of his lovely wife Gertie. Hopefully we will continue to
meet up with them, at the very least, at future Investitures
and Sovereign Council Meetings.
My report would be incomplete if I did not comment on
the fact that, since our Investiture last August, I have greatly
enjoyed working with Commander Alan McCulloch, the
new Commander of the Commandery of Glasgow and
liaising with Grand Prior Glenn Wales of the Grand Priory
of the UK & Ireland on various matters concerning the
Sovereign Order. I have particularly enjoyed assisting Dame
May Storrie in the editing and production of this edition of
the European newsletter.
Prior Jim G Wylie KJSJ

CHEQUE PRESENTATION TO ACCORD HOSPICE

ACCORD Hospice is an independent charity which
provides free specialist palliative medical and nursing
care and support to people in Renfrewshire, Scotland
whose illness is causing physical pain and emotional
distress and for whom curative treatment may no longer
be appropriate. The principal aims of the charity are to:
· Relieve pain
· Ease suffering
· Restore dignity to patients
· Respond to the needs of the whole family in a partnership
of care
Prior Jim Wylie KJSJ recently visited the Hospice and, on
behalf of the Commandery of Glasgow, presented a cheque
for £3,500 (approximately Canadian $6,500) to Helen
Simpson CEO of Accord Hospice. Norman Walker,
Chairman of the Board of Directors asked Jim to pass on, to
the members of the Commandery of Glasgow, the grateful
thanks of all involved at the hospice.

COMMANDERY OF LONDON
Saturday 29 March was a warm and
sunny
spring
morning
in
Walton-on-Thames, Surrey. It was the
day of the London Commandery’s
Lunchtime Piano Recital. This event was
organised for the enjoyment of our
members and their families, potential
aspirants and friends.
Our pianist was Catherine Leonard
daughter of Chevalier Anthony Leonard
KGSJ. Catherine is a professional pianist.
She studied at King’s College London and
the Royal Academy of Music and has given
a number of recitals in well-known venues
in the United Kingdom. The composer
chosen for the event was Franz Schubert
and those present were treated to a superb
rendition of his sonata No. 21 in Bb, D.
960.
Catherine was introduced by
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ (right
in the picture) and the bouquet was
presented by Prior Vassilios Papalois KJSJ
(left in the picture)
The venue was the home of Chevalier
Daniel Larkin KSJ and his wife Christine. Their large
day-room, a converted swimming pool area, was the perfect
venue for this enchanting recital.
Our hosts did us proud after the recital with an excellent
spread to which many of the Knights and Dames present
had contributed.

The proceeds of the event will
go towards the charities which the
Commandery will be supporting
this year.
During 2013 the Commandery
presented cheques which are
reported in articles in this
magazine. We also supported St.
Vincent’s Nursing Home £750: to
buy one week's break (respite
care) of an elderly person who is
also a carer and cannot afford to
buy such a service.
ANIDAN
NGO
Shelter
Orphanage on the island of Lamu
in the northern coast of Kenya
£750: to contribute towards the
housing, healing, feeding, dressing
and education of orphans and
abandoned children from the
streets and extreme poverty.
Haiyan Appeal £1000: to
provide crisis emergency relief
services (shelter,water, food, sanitation, hygiene, medicines)
to a total of almost 14 million people who fled their homes
after the destructive Super Typhoon Haiyan which struck
with biblical destruction the region of east central
Philippines on Friday 8th November 2013.
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ

Prior Vassilios Papalois KJSJ, Catherine Leonard and Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ

PRESENTATION AT THE
MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE
HOSPICE IN HAMPSTEAD

KENT, SURREY
AND SUSSEX
AIR AMBULANCE

The Marie Curie Cancer Care is a national charity
providing care in the home and in hospices for people
with life-limiting illnesses.
There are nine Marie Curie Hospices across the UK and
they aim to provide expert care and the best quality of life
for people with physical, emotional, spiritual and social
difficulties arising from their diagnosis.
They are the largest provider of hospice beds outside the
NHS. Currently the Charity is in the process of expanding
its outpatient and day services. In 2012-13 alone 7,897
people were helped by the Charity.
In its Hampstead Hospice, the Marie Cure Cancer Care
provides in-patient services for the communities of 6 local
Boroughs. The outpatient unit provides care over a much
wider area. There are 34 inpatient beds and daily medical
outpatient clinics supported by a multi-professional,
specialist team. Whilst the NHS provides funding for 50%
of the annual running costs, the Charity relies on fund
raising for the remaining 50% in order to maintain the high
quality of care and attention to detail essential for people
and their families when going through such challenging
experiences.
The cheque for £750 was presented by Commander
Neville Ransley KGSJ on behalf of the London
Commandery to Grace Allingham, a member of the
fundraising and Volunteering Team and to Dr Philip Lodge,
consultant in palliative care medicine at the Hampstead
hospice. This donation from the Order of St John Knights
Hospitaller was greatly appreciated by the team at the
Hospice and will be put to very good use!

In early December I made my second visit to the
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance, this time
to their main base at Morden in Kent.
There I met one of the doctors who was on duty that
day, it happened that the helicopter on stand-by was the
same one I had seen 2 years ago when the Order gave
it’s first donation.
Talking to Doctor Russell, he said he only flew one
day a week, amongst his many jobs, he is the Medical
Director of Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance
and is involved in training doctors new to air
ambulance, he also told me that he is head of Accident
and Emergency at Kings College Hospital, London,
this is the hospital shown on the television programme
24 Hours in A. & E.
As the Air Ambulance organisation say, they take
Accident and Emergency to the patient, their medicines
now includes 4 units of blood together with the
equipment to warm the blood before transfusion.
I was aware before I went to Morden that they were
planning on night flying as changes in Civil Aviation
Authority regulations allowed them to do this.
Having replaced once of their older MD902
helicopters, they are now able to operate 24/7 and as
they now operate out of Redhill aerodrome they have
to use 2 Pilots at night as they are close to Heathrow,
Gatwick and a number of smaller airfields.
I understand Essex Air Ambulance are watching the
outcome with interest.
I have joked with friends that the only thing they
can’t carry is a CT scanner, however, they do carry an
ultrasound scanner.
Chevalier Anthony Mercer KCJSJ, MMSJ

Dame Christine and Prior Emeritus Peter Murrell KCJSJ present
a cheque for £750. to SHARE

My husband Peter and I live on the outskirts of
Southend-on-Sea, England in a community which is
truly diverse with homes ranging from the most humble
and least desirable council flats to the extravagance of
the super-rich, with a wonderful variety between the
two extremes.
Inevitably, this means that our
community is populated by a very diverse range of
people from all corners of society, of many different
ethnic origins with considerable talent and skill and of
course needs.
In the past we have nominated charities to receive funds
generated by the Members of the Commandery of London
in distant lands such as Mwanamujimu Hospital in Uganda.

Within this hospital the paediatric malnutrition unit has
received funds to assist with much needed refurbishing and
restoration, which has helped in reducing infant mortality
rates from 52% to just fewer than 17%.
Last year we felt that we would like to try and help those
in our own community who are struggling financially in
these very difficult times and, through the work and
generosity of many within the Commandery of London, and
the Order as a whole who have contributed so generously to
our fund raising, we decided to nominate SHARE to be the
beneficiaries of some of our available funds.
SHARE was founded to offer help and support to
families, with children below the age of eighteen who live
at home with their parents or parent, who are struggling to
make ends meet. The organisation operates to help not only
those who receive state benefits, but anyone who needs help
with putting food and fresh fruit and vegetables on the table,
but is much more than just a food bank. It also aims to make
a difference by connecting those in need with state run
agencies such as the local Citizens Advice Bureau, Job Club
or other charitable organisations such as the Essential
Living Fund and Rape Crisis. In addition pastoral care is
provided by a team of Chaplains who support the initiative.
SHARE is in effect an organisation that not only meets the
immediate needs of a struggling family but is there to
support and guide families dependent on individual
circumstances and requirements until they are self
sustaining.
Dame Christine Murrell DCSJ

HAYWARDS HEATH FOOD BANK

In my report about
the donation to the
Haywards Heath
Food Bank, I am
using
words
written mainly by
others as they have
spoken
more
eloquently than
me.
Before the Food
Bank opened in
2012
people
questioned
the
need, and some still
do. The Food Bank is part of the Christian Charity Trussell
Trust, which is a national organisation dealing with hunger
in communities. Haywards Heath is an average south east
commuter town and the Food Bank is run by a group of 80
volunteers, some who are known to me personally.
The food is donated by schools, churches, businesses and
individuals, from time to time food banks hold collections

at supermarkets where shoppers are asked to contribute
non-perishable items.
Food is sorted, stored and packed into boxes ready for
distribution to people in need who are identified by frontline
care professionals such as police, doctors, health visitors,
social workers and the CAB as people who are in crisis, they
are then issued with a food voucher which can be redeemed
at the food bank for 3 days of emergency food.
Volunteers also meet them over a cup of tea to ascertain
their further needs and direct them to other agencies who
may be able to help solve the underlying causes of food
poverty.
Our local food bank opened it’s doors in April 2012 and
since then they have collected over 19 tons of good and
distributed over 14 tons to clients. In the 9 months from
April to December 2013, they have helped over 1000
individuals providing 9000 meals, this is more than the
whole of the previous year and children represent around
42% of the total.
In December alone the food bank supported almost 250
individuals.
Chevalier Anthony Mercer KCJSJ, MMSJ

COMMANDERY OF GLASGOW

It seems like only yesterday
that I took up the duties of
Commander
of
the
Commandery of Glasgow.
Time has passed so quickly,
and I would like to thank all
the
members
of
the
Commandery
for
their
generous support during my
time in office since then.
During the year to December
2013 the Commandery donated a
total of £39,535 to various
charities. The generosity of
members and friends ensured
that we were able to continue to
support those who are less
fortunate
than
ourselves.
Elsewhere within this edition of
the European there are reports
and photographs of some of the
donations made to charities during the year. My wife and I
were privileged to deliver a cheque to Calum’s Cabin, a
charity based on the Isle of Bute, which provides respite
holiday accommodation for families who have a child
suffering from a terminal illness. Our visit to meet with
Calum’s Mum, who runs this amazing operation along with
a small army of volunteers from all walks of life, was
inspirational - despite the high winds on the ferry crossing
to Bute!

Commander Alan McCulloch and Dame Lynda McCulloch
presenting a cheque to Calums mum outside Calum’s Cabin

In December we held another
highly successful SOSJ Noel
Lunch which raised in excess of
£18,000 for the St Andrew’s
Hospice. Our thanks go to the
Members and their guests who
made it so successful and, in
particular, our thanks must go to
Dame Vera Weisfeld who made
an
extremely
generous
contribution to our funds.
After what was a welcome
break over the Festive Season we
swung back into action in
January with the second SOSJ
Burns Supper held at the home of
Dame May Storrie. May’s
generous sponsorship of the
evening helped make it an
excellent financial success.
Members and their guests
enjoyed a delicious Burns Supper preceded by the Selkirk
Grace and address to the Haggis and followed by the
Immortal Memory with toasts to the bard, the lassies and
various others. Musical entertainment was provided by
Chevalier Ronnie Smith and Stuart Storrie and the evening
culminated with a performance of some of their more
well-known numbers by the “MacAndrew Sisters”. The
“Sisters” concluded by thanking their choreographer, Dame
Elaine Wales, and costume designer, Dame Lynda
McCulloch for all their (very!) hard work. Overall the
evening raised the grand total of £4,280.
On Saturday 15 March we held a Commandery Meeting
and Treasurer, Prior Jim Wylie, reported on the sums raised
and donated to charities during the year to December 2013.
There was discussion on forthcoming events, particularly
the Sovereign Council Meeting in Malta in September 2014,
and the post SCM tour. Our Commandery will have 18
representatives attending the SCM (three of whom will be
invested into the Sovereign Order) and will have 7 who will
participate in the post SCM tour of Sicily and Southern
Italy.
The third annual Gourmet Dinner and Wine evening was
held on 5 April 2014 and, thanks to the attraction of the
event and the organisational skills of Grand Prior Glenn
Wales, Chevalier Maurice Taylor and their committee
members, Dame Rose Mary Harley and Chevalier Liam
Dunn, the Dinner was once again oversubscribed. A Report
on this excellent event is included elsewhere in the
European.
Commander Alan McCulloch KGSJ

NOEL LUNCH

BURNS SUPPER

THE PRESHALL TRUST
Chevalier John
Thomson KCSJ
presenting a
cheque for
£2000 to Her
Grace, the
Duchess of
Montrose, the
Patron
of the Preshal
Trust

The Trust is a recognised Christian charity which in a
friendly, loving and supportive way, seeks to tackle,
head on, the problem of social exclusion in the
Linthouse area of Glasgow.
The problem is manifested in poverty, alcohol and drug
addiction, low literacy and numeracy levels, depression
and low self-esteem.
The Trust, working with other agencies provides a range
of social, recreational and educational activities which
enables these issues to be dealt with effectively.
A holistic approach is adopted with a view to catering
for the whole person, including meeting individual,
physical, mental and spiritual needs as a Christian rooted
organisation.
2013 was a “bitter sweet” year. It started off with
vandalism of the Trust’s temporary premises resulting in
closure for a few weeks.
On the brighter side in November 2013 Her Grace the
Duchess of Montrose formally opened a new building at
Aboukir Street in Glasgow.
A large hall space has been incorporated providing
flexibility for a wide range of activities which occupy
hands and minds.

CARERS TRUST

Chevalier Ian C Kerr, KSJ with Yvonne Hughes,
Senior Fundraising Manager at Carers Trust.

Carers Trust Scotland was delighted to be awarded the
sum of £1,000 from the Commandery of Glasgow.
These funds will go towards helping and supporting
the unpaid carers in Scotland. Carers Trust reaches
35,200 adult carers and 2070 young carers across a
network of 21 carer centres and 20 young carer
projects, from Orkney to the Borders.
Typically this money will go towards providing short
breaks, tutoring for school age children, vocational
experiences such as music and sport lessons and also to
support the centres to continue as a much needed ‘go-to’
environment for carers of all ages, struggling with their
responsibilities. 61% of carers suffer from depression
because of their caring role and the isolation that comes
with it, older carers may have had to give up work and
find themselves with financial uncertainty and given that
the allowance for a full time carer is £61 per week, who
wouldn’t.
One in ten people provide some form of caring role at
present and not everyone can manage this without the
practical help and advocacy that Carers Trust can provide.

SCOTTISH HUNTINGTONʼS ASSOCIATION

Dame Ruth Chappell - Fleming DSJ presenting a
cheque to ScottishHuntington’s Association

Scottish Huntington's Association is the only charity
in Scotland dedicated to helping people affected by
the hereditary neurological condition, Huntington's
disease. Prevalence of Huntington's disease has
increased threefold in the last twenty years. There
are estimated to be 1,100 people in Scotland living
with the disease.
SHA works with families affected by the disease
providing lifeline services, including specialist nurses
and the world's only HD youth support service.

LOAVES AND FISHES

One June evening, twenty-five years ago, a man called
George Aitken arrived by bus in Glasgow. He was
carrying a flask of soup and a black plastic bag which
contained a few articles of clothing. His mission was to
do what little he could to help alleviate the effects of
poverty by providing a little food and warmth for a few
poor and hungry souls.
Over the intervening years, just as “great oaks from small
acorns grow”, George Aitken’s mission has blossomed into
the very worthy Scottish charity Loaves and Fishes.
Loaves and Fishes have remained true to George Aitken’s
fundamental mission to feed and clothe the poor and hungry.
Twice weekly, 2 course meals with tea or coffee are
served in an atmosphere of peace and comfort in the Oasis
Cafe, Renfield St Stephen’s Church Centre in Glasgow.
Here, the homeless can enjoy a sense of dignity and
experience true companionship and the love of God.
Many of these souls are remarkable emotional survivors
for whom Loaves and Fishes has proved to be a life-line.
One such person is 79 years old William (Willie) Martin
who can be seen to the left in the picture. Willie had been
a popular, highly regarded, hard-working man throughout
his working life.
Following the death of his wife well into his retirement,
Willie’s family and entire world fell apart. Within the space
of seven months, he had lost his home and all three of his
sons through drugs and suicide. For many years Willie lived

an isolated life in a men’s hostel.
One day, when he felt utterly broken, ‘Old Willie’, as he
is now affectionately known, found Loaves and Fishes. He
maintains that the warmth and love he found there saved his
life. Despite his advancing years, after thirteen years’
involvement with Loaves and Fishes, Old Willie remains
one of the charity’s hardest working volunteers in the food
bank in East Kilbride (where the picture was taken).
Some of the stories I hear there are so humbling. Due to
the current financial climate some working people are
actually struggling to feed their children. It seems that
many are unable to pay their fuel bills and are depending
on food banks to provide food which does not require to be
cooked. The problem is so widespread that Social Services
are frequently turning to Loaves and Fishes for help for their
service users.
The fact is, “We are facing a humanitarian crisis”. “It is
estimated that 870,000 people living in Scotland can be
classed as living in poverty and that over 50% of children
living in poverty are from working households”.
To quote the political commentator Iain MacWhirter,
“Poverty has returned to Scotland in a way I would never
have imagined a decade ago”.
The staggering fact is that the use of food banks, of which
Loaves and Fishes is one, has increased from 14,318 in
2012-2013 to over 56,000 (Yes, over fifty-six thousand) in
2013-2014.
Loaves and Fishes Chairman Denis Curran and his
wonderful wife Cathie (who has recently undergone
treatment for cancer) have been actively involved in Loaves
and Fishes since 1992. They are well aware of the
disturbing trend and are actively involved in debate at the
Scottish Parliament. They are so grateful for the on-going
support and generous donations of the Glasgow
Commandery of the Sovereign Order of St John of
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. Our practical support helps
change lives and gives hope where there is despair.
A final word from Dennis, “People in despair need people
who care. Thank you for caring”.
Dame Irene Loudon DGSJ

THE SIMON COMMUNITY
Chevalier John
Thomson KCSJ
presenting a
cheque for £2500
to Lorraine
McGrath the
Chief Executive
of the Simon
Trust

The Glasgow Simon Community (GSC) has been
working for over 40 years with people experiencing
homelessness. An estimated 3000 men and women use
each year the services offered. The work encompasses
issues around addiction, mental health, social inclusion,
employability, literacy & numeracy and volunteering.

Despite the huge changes in the City and in homelessness,
the values held by the volunteers who set up the original
GSC home are every bit as important today; person centred
services, a non judgemental approach and a commitment to
involving service users in shaping future strategy.
The Strategy is a “continuum of care” to the homelessness
enabling them to access the service they require when
appropriate.
Over the last year a number of new programmes to change
people’s expectations of their futures have been formulated.
A new Peer Volunteer programme has been introduced
giving the opportunity to use the often negative experience
of homelessness to give others hope and to build skills to
improve the ability to cope and more towards employment
or education. The Peer Volunteers help to reach some of the
most excluded people to face sleeping rough in Glasgow.

Jennifer Campbell Manager of Starter Packs Glasgow
receives a cheque for £2,000. from Dame Elaine Wales
DJSJ on behalf of the Members of the Commandery of
Glasgow.

Starter Packs Glasgow exists to help homeless
individuals or families move from hostel
accommodation to a tenancy in the Greater
Glasgow area. The challenges that the homeless
face when moving into a tenancy with little or no
money to purchase essential items such as a bed, let
alone luxuries that make a home a home, is a
daunting reality faced by many households across
Glasgow.
Founded in 2001, the charity started off by helping
thirty local families in the Govan area of Glasgow
move in to new accommodation by providing the
families with home starter packs consisting of
crockery, cutlery, pots and pans, bed linen, towels,
basic furniture and all of the items we take for granted
needed to make a home a home.
Now, some thirteen years later, Starter Packs
Glasgow supports around three thousand families and
individuals make the transition from homeless/hostel
accommodation to a tenancy. Many of the items given
by the charity are donated second hand furniture often
refurbished by volunteers at the Govan based offices of
Starter Packs Glasgow. Some items, such as duvets,
pillows and bed linen along with towels and personal
hygiene packs are provided new and it is in this area
that the £2,000. donated by Members of the
Commandery of Glasgow will be used.

Chevalier Iain Robertson T.D., KGSJ presents a cheque to Helen
Meikle, who served with the ATS and now lives in the Erskine home
at Bishopton.

In this historic anniversary year we are reminded of the
sacrifices made by those who served in the First World War
and we think of all the men and women serving overseas in
our armed forces. We are grateful to all of those who put
themselves at risk to keep us safe.
Erskine is a charity that exists to provide those who have
served in our armed forces, with the best care and support they
require, when it is needed. The Commandery of Glasgow is
proud to continue to support Erskine achieve its objectives.
Caring for veterans since 1916
Erskine has been supporting veterans in Scotland for almost
100 years; re-building shattered lives, restoring dignity and
providing first-class care to ex-Service men and women.
The charity has its roots in the trenches of the First World
War, and began life in October 1916 as The Princess Louise
Scottish Hospital for Limbless Sailors and Soldiers. Of the
many thousands of British veterans who were disabled in the
ferocious battles of that long war, one in five were treated at
Erskine.
Today, Erskine remains committed to Scotland’s ex-Service
community, and the same compassion and dedication that
inspired their work all those years ago is still guiding the care
of the 1,100 veterans Erskine looks after each year.
The charity’s core role is to provide nursing care for elderly
veterans in five specialist homes across Scotland but it also
offers support, housing and employment opportunities to
veterans of all ages.
Chief Executive, Lt Col Steve Conway confirms the wide
remit of the charity’s work: “We don’t have a ‘one-size fits all’
approach; every veteran we look after is unique and the help
we offer must truly fit their individual needs. We are extremely
grateful for this very generous donation of £3,000 from the
SOSJ Priory of the UK Charitable Trust and on behalf of our
veterans we shall be pleased if you will pass on our sincere
thanks to the Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem Knights
Hospitaller and the Members of the Commandery of Glasgow.”

CHEQUE PRESENTATION
BRITISH RED CROSS
KINTYRE TRANSPORT
APPEAL

On behalf of the Commandery of Glasgow,
Chevalier Barrie Fleming KSJ recently met with
Morag Smith, The British Red Cross Senior
Community Fundraiser for Argyll, Bute and
Dumbartonshire to present her with a cheque for
£1,000 towards the British Red Cross Kintyre
Transport Appeal Fund.
The British Red Cross operates a minibus service to
help transport isolated and vulnerable people on the
Mull of Kintyre to hospital, GP and other medical and
important appointments.
This Red Cross alternative to public transport means
many disabled members of the community can use an
accessible vehicle with a driver trained in first aid to
take them to their appointments rather than facing a
three, four or even five hour round trip by local public
transport.
The transport service also collects people from the
island ferries and takes them to the airport to catch
flights for treatment in the major hospitals in Glasgow
and even, in some cases, takes them by road to
Glasgow for hospital appointments.
The British Red Cross Transport Appeal Fundraising
Team needs to raise funds by means of voluntary
donations to cover the costs of operating what is an
essential service and are most appreciative of the
support given by the SOSJ.

VISIT TO PAIN CONCERN

On the 15 May I went to Edinburgh to visit a charity
called Pain Concern to learn more about their work and
to hand over a cheque for £1000. I met with Heather
Wallace (Chairperson) and Ailsa Roddie (Operations
Director) who were very grateful for our donation and
the SOSJ. The underlying philosophy of Pain Concern
is that pain is best faced together by the ‘Pain
Community’ of people with pain, their family,
supporters and healthcare professionals.
Pain Concerns patrons are Dame Anne Begg MP and
Professor Sir Michael Bond. Anne Begg has been a tireless
campaigner for the interests of disabled people and for equal
opportunities. She has been particularly committed to
lobbying for better provision of pain relief services.
Pain Concern helps people living with chronic pain
through:
• HealthUnlocked an online support network for
patient groups and charities by gathering together
knowledge and experience of patients and sharing it with
a wider patient audience, as well as providing
information to health professionals about patients’ views
and experiences.
• Pain Matters a magazine for people living with
chronic pain, containing news, features and comment on
pain management, personal experiences and research
into treatments.
• Airing Pain, an online radio show that brings
together people with chronic pain and top specialists to
talk about the resources which can help.
• Pain Concern run a Helpline staffed by trained
volunteers who provide information, support or just a
listening ear to people wanting to talk about their own
pain or that of a family member or friend.
• Managing Pain a booklet that is geared to helping
people to understand and manage their pain.
“Understanding the causes of pain can be an important
step towards learning to self-manage your own pain, helping
to reduce concern and to make you feel more confident
about movement. It is also important for health
professionals, families and friends of people with pain and
the wider public to learn more about pain so that together
we can improve the levels of understanding and support
people living with pain receive.” A worthy cause that that
I hope we will continue to support.
Chevalier Revd. Chris Vermeulen KSJ

Spotlight on
Dame Rose Mary Harley OBE, DSJ

Dame Rose Mary Harley who was recently awarded the
Order of the British Empire (OBE) by Queen Elizabeth
II in the New Years Honours

Dr Rose Mary Harley, OBE, BSc, PhD, PGDip
(Marketing), DipAFH was invested into the Sovereign
Order of St John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, and
became a member of the Commandery of Glasgow, in
August 2013. Since then she has been an active and
enthusiastic member of the Commandery, particularly
as a member of the organising committee of the Annual
Gourmet Dinner & Wine Evening. In recognition of her
30 years’ service to international aid, charity and
education Rose Mary was awarded an OBE in the
Queen’s 2014 New Year’s Honours list.
Rose Mary is deeply committed to working for many
charities, but particularly in Malawi. As a result of
organising a number of fundraising events in Glasgow she
has been instrumental in raising over £160,000 for
Strathclyde University’s Malawi Project. This money has
helped fund scholarships, the building of a clinic and many
other projects.
Three years ago she met Fr Francis Kachere a truly
inspirational priest from Malawi who runs the last leprosy
mission in a small village called Utale, and he told her of the
great hardship the lepers endured because of the fear they
engendered in the surrounding villages. If the rains failed,
the villagers would blame the lepers and viciously beat
them. Fr Kachere asked her if she knew of anyone could
provide simple provisions such as bandages to cover the
lepers’ wounds. Rose Mary invited Fr Kachere to a
warehouse where she worked every Tuesday evening and
which received medical provisions, computers, clothing etc
which could be sent in containers to Malawi. He left

Glasgow with the promise that he would be provided with
everything he needed and continued support thereafter. Rose
Mary and two colleagues decided to set up a charity to
support Fr Kachere’s mission and LUV – Leprosy at Utale
Village – was born. Since then, through her fundraising
ventures the charity has provided the villagers with a small
shop, scholarships for children from the surrounding
villages and built a maize mill, which operates as a small
business.
I addition to her charitable work in Malawi Rose Mary
also Chairs the Board of a charity which runs the Darnley
Street Community Centre and Nursery in partnership with
Glasgow City Council. This has given her the opportunity
to work with the local community, trying to improve
conditions for children in the area.
Through her charity work she has witnessed how
relatively small amounts of money can dramatically change
the lives of many. She has worked tirelessly for a number of
charities over the last 30 years and strongly believes that it
is the duty of all Christians to help those less fortunate than
ourselves.
In addition to her charitable work Rose Mary is also a
member of the Strathclyde University Court, her
university’s governing body, and has been President of her
Graduates Association on three separate occasions.
Prior Jim G Wylie KJSJ

Priory of Brittany
On Saturday, June 21st the Knights and Dames of the Priory of
Brittany together with many friends met to attend a beautiful, simple,
friendly and prayerful mass during which Lt Prior Eric Le Bihan
KJSJ took the Oath of Office as Prior
of Brittany. The ceremony was held in
the chapel of St. Anne de Prat Ar Raz
of the Ploneis village, not far from
Quimper and the Oath of Office was
taken before Father Yannick Provost,
Orthodox priest of Quimper, Father
Joseph Plouhinec former pastor of the
Cathedral of Quimper and Prior
Emeritus Bernard Leveque.
Following mass and the taking of the Our new Prior Eric Le Bihan
Oath of Office we all enjoyed a very
convivial meal together.
The afternoon was devoted to the General Meeting of our Humanitarian
Association during which the financial accounts and projections, of our
three centers for medico-psycho-pedagogical (CMPP) of childcare and our
three Facilities and Services Assistance by Work (ESAT), were presented
and discussed.
Chevalier Rémy Leprette KJSJ

Commandery of Italy

Holy Mass in the Church of Barnabites in Moncalieri (Turin)

Although we have few Knights scattered throughout
Italy we have managed small acts of charity in the
country contributing to humanitarian missions in
Cameroon, Cuba, India and Romania.
We have made donations to the following causes:
• Construction of a school for children in West Bengal,
India together with a donation to their agricultural plan
• Church of Barnabites in Moncalieri, Italy

• School supplies and educational material for the
Diocesan Mission to Cuba
• Funds and textbooks in English to the International
Association of Humanitas
• Mission in Cameroon
• Funds to the Orthodox Monastery of Saint Anthony the
Great
• Clothing and personal hygiene items and other material
to the Orthodox Church of Transfiguration of the
Moscow Patriarchate
We have a close relationship with the Orthodox Churches
with our official representatives participating in the
celebration of the Holy Orthodox Easter on 5th May 2013
in Biella followed by the consecration of an Orthodox
Bishop at Donato. Our Knights also took part in the
Blessing of Mons Verbeeck to the Knights and Italian
Families, Ceremony of the Synod Fathers from Georgia and
Romania.
In January this year we had a meeting in Turin with Mgr.
Adeodato of the Assyrian Orthodox Church (Nestonon
Church).
On behalf of the Italian Knights, I extend a warm greeting
in San Giovanni to the Grand Master, Officers and Brothers
and Sisters of the Order in Europe and throughout the world.
Chevalier Anselmo Sarchi KCSJ.

Commandery of Hungary

Unfortunately we were unable to hold a charity event,
planned for the end of 2013 for the benefit of the surgical
department of the hospital in Dombóvár, due to a
conflict of dates with a number of other events. This was
corrected on 9 May, 2014 and we are happy and proud
to say that we managed to organize one of the most
successful charity events of the Hungarian
Commandery. In the beautiful Art Nouveau concert hall
of the Budapest Institute for the Blind, built between
1901 and 1902, we organized an elegant concert with the
participation of the “Semmelweis” quartet of the
Hungarian medical artists and a renowned singer
(Gabriel F.). Following the concert, we held an auction
of wines offered by the Knights and a few paintings.
From the proceeds, we intend purchasing surgical
auxiliary equipment for the surgical department of the
hospital in Dombóvár, to a value of approximately EUR
8,000.
It was a great pleasure for us that former members (dr.
István Fórián, Éva Pandur, dr. Tamás Elter) accepted our
invitation to be our guests, and they added to the success of
the event by their active participation. The Saint Gerard
Knight Order From Transylvania (Romania) was
represented by two of its members as guests, and made a
major donation to our funds.
At the end of June, 2014 we will once again hold our
traditional joint worship and wreath laying memorial
service with the Orthodox Church in a burial chapel near
Budapest. Buried in this chapel is one of the daughters of
Tsar Paul I who was also the wife of the ruler of Hungary at
that time.
We also look forward to holding further charity
fundraising activities in the coming months and we will be
asking members to actively seek to introduce new members.
Chevalier Jozsef Doktor KCSJ

Grand Priory of
St. Henrik, Finland

AdC. Thomas Pälviranta KGSJ, Grand Commander L. Owen
Brown GCSJ and Grand Prior Markku Salmenpohja KCJSJ in
the Cathedral of St. John in Tampere

Over the last three years there have been a number of
significant events in the history of the Grand Priory of
St. Henrik.
In November 2011, during the Investiture celebrations
presided over by the Grand Prior of Dacia, Grand Prior
Johan Knickrehm GCSJ, the Commandery of Tampere
signed the reunification document with the Grand Priory of
Dacia. Our next Investiture, in February 2012, was presided
over by H E Conventual Bailiff, Grand Commander Owen
Brown CGSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ and, more recently, at our
Investiture Service in November 2013, we had as our
Presiding Officer H M E H Bailiff, Grand Master David
Rolfe GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ who not only Invested a large
number of new Aspirants, but also invested two new acting
Commanders.
Grand Commander Brown also presided over our recent
Investiture, on 5th April of this year, in the beautiful St John
Cathedral of Tampere, at which we welcomed ten new
members into the Sovereign Order. In addition to also
presenting a Certificate of Merit, promoting four members
to Knights of Grace, one member to Knight Commander of
Grace, two members to Knights of Justice and one member

to Knight Commander of Justice, Grand Commander
Brown brought with him the excellent news that St Henrik
had been elevated to the status of Grand Priory of St Henrik.
He thereafter inducted Prior Markku Salmenpohja KCJSJ
as Grand Prior of St Henrik and Chevalier Timo Hanhilahti
KGSJ as the new Commander of the Commandery of
Tampere.
Our outgoing Commander, Chevalier Esko Raipia KJSJ
has promised to give his successor much support and,
knowing Esko as I do, it is easy to believe that he will work
as hard and efficiently as he always does, for the benefit of
the Sovereign Order.
Following a wonderful Investiture Service the Investiture
dinner took place in the Ballroom of Hotel Ilves, Tampere.
Grand Prior Markku Salmenpohja gave a very moving
speech in which he reminded those present of the
outstanding work of Grand Prior Johan Knickrehm, who
guided St. Henrik into membership of the Sovereign Order
while
developing a
close
and
warm
relationship
with
the
Finnish
members. The
Grand Priory
of St. Henrik
intends
to
continue to
work closely
with
the
Commander Esko Rapia KJSJ passes on the
Grand Priory
local Commander’s cross to the new
of Dacia in
Commander of Tampere, Commander Timo
the
years
Hanhilahti KGSJ.
ahead.
Markku also
expressed the deep feelings of gratitude, admiration and
respect which all of the members of the Grand Priory of St
Henrik and the Commandery of Tampere have for the
outgoing Commander, Chevalier Esko Raipia who, together
with Dame Maija, has worked tirelessly to not only to
enlarge the Finnish unit, but also to involve the members in
a number of new ventures.
Markku emphasised the need for all of us, particularly as
members of the Sovereign Order, to conduct our lives in
accordance with the many true and good values which we
consider to be extremely important. The more difficulties
we face in life, the more we need to interact with one
another, forgiving and listening to, and assisting, our friends
and neighbours.
AdC Thomas Pälviranta KGSJ

The Grand Priory of Germany

Dame Jacqueline Marschner von Helmreich, Grand Prior Martin Marschner von Helmreich, Chevalier Kurt Schaller bearing the flag
of Germany, Chevalier Georges Sardi and Chevalier Fabrice Tummers following Martin taking the Oath of Office as Grand Prior of
Germany and Georges and Fabrice being Invested into the Sovereign Order in Glasgow.

H E Bailiff, President Heinrich Kleeberg, GCSJ,
MMSJ who has led the German Association for
many years has now reached the end of his term
of office. He will, however, continue as a “Grand
Prior Emeritus”, attend meetings of the
Sovereign Council and will continue to be a very
important “asset” of our Order. As a member of
the European Working Group he represents the
whole of the Sovereign Order (and not only the
Grand Priory of Germany) in the very difficult
and arduous task of integration of the Order
throughout Europe.
In order to elect the new Grand Prior, the Grand
Priory of Germany, at the suggestion of Brother
Heiner, organised an election, in early summer of
2013. The German Association requested Brother
Martin Marschner von Helmreich to stand as a
candidate, an important challenge which he readily
accepted and, in due course, he was unanimously
elected to this position of high office.
Brother Martin took the Oath of Office as Grand
Prior of Germany in Glasgow on 24th August 2013,
at the Grand Priory of the UK & Ireland, Priory of
Scotland, Commandery of Glasgow Investiture.

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW
GRAND PRIOR OF GERMANY

Grand
Prior
Martin
Marschner von Helmreich
KSJ was born on 4th
August 1957 in Hamburg
(Germany), from Austrian
extraction, he is a
committed
Christian
(Catholic) and, since 1958,
has held a German
passport.
Brother
Martin
graduated from the French
elite university « Sciences Politiques » in the field of economy
and finances and currently is a businessman working in the field
of new energies/motion technology. He is married to Dame
Jacqueline, a Monegasque national, has four (now adult) children
and lives in the Principality of Monaco.
Martin was invested into the Order (Dacia) as a Knight in 2004.
He is also Commander of the Military and Hospitality Order of
San Lazaro of Jerusalem and Commander Grand Cross of the
Imperial Order of the Golden Leaf, Charles V.

The First Siege of Malta 1565 (Part 2)

The Armies
The Turkish armada, which set
sail from Istanbul at the end of
March, was by all accounts one
of the largest assembled since
antiquity. According to one of
the earliest and most complete
histories of the siege, that of the
Order's
official
historian
Giacomo Bosio, the fleet
consisted of 193 vessels, which
included 131 galleys, seven
galliots (small galleys) and four
galleasses (large galleys), the
remainder being transport
vessels, etc. Contemporary
letters from Don Garcia, the
Viceroy of Sicily, give similar
numbers.”

The
Italian-Spanish
mercenary Francisco Balbi di
Correggio in his famous siege
diary gave the forces as:
The Knight Hipolito Sans, in a lesser-known account, also
lists about 48,000 invaders, although it is not clear how
independent his work is from Balbi’s. Other contemporary
authors give much lower figures. In a letter written to Philip
II only four days after the siege began, de Valette himself
says that “the number of soldiers that will make land is
between 15,000 and 16,000, including seven thousand
arquebusiers or more, that is four thousand janissaries and
three thousand spahis.” On the other hand, in a letter to the
Prior of Germany a month after the siege, de Valette writes,
"This fleet consisted of two hundred and fifty ships,
triremes, biremes and other vessels; the nearest estimate we
could make of the enemy’s force was 40,000 fighting men.”
That de Valette gives the enemy fleet as 250 vessels, a
number much above any one else’s, shows that the Grand
Master himself was not above exaggeration.

The Knights Hospitaller

500 Knights Hospitaller
400 Spanish soldiers
800 Italian soldiers
500 soldiers from the galleys
200 Greek and Sicilian soldiers
100 soldiers of the garrison of Fort St. Elmo
100 servants of the knights
500 galley slaves
3,000 soldiers drawn from the Maltese population
Total: 6,100

Indeed, a letter written during the
siege by the liaison with Sicily,
Captain Vincenzo Anastagi, states the
enemy force was only 22,000 and
several other letters of the time give
similar numbers. However, Bosio
arrives at a total of about 30,000,
which is consistent with Balbi’s
“named troops.” Another early history
gives essentially the same figure.
Considering the capacity of
sixteenth-century galleys, whose
usual contingent of soldiers was
between 70 and 150 men, it seems
clear that Balbi's figure is an
exaggeration, whereas Anastagi, who
was attempting to convince the
Viceroy of Sicily to send a relief as
soon as possible, conceivably
"lowballed" the numbers. The true
size of the Turkish force will probably
never be known, but given that
several historians came up with
specific—but not identical—lists totalling slightly under
30,000 (exclusive of the corsairs, who may have added
another 6,000 upon arrival), that is a reasonable guess.
On the side of the defenders, Balbi's numbers may be
somewhat low; there were indeed apparently only about 550
Knights on the island, but Bosio gives the total number of
defenders as 8,500. Most of these, though, would have been
Maltese irregulars, unschooled in the use of arms.
Capture of Fort St. Elmo
Having correctly calculated that the Turks would seek to
secure a disembarkation point for their fleet and would thus
begin the campaign by attempting to capture Fort St Elmo,
de Valette concentrated half of his heavy artillery within the
Fort. His intent was for them to hold out for a relief
promised by Don Garcia, Viceroy of Sicily. The unremitting
bombardment from three dozen guns on the higher ground

The Ottomans

6,000 Spahis (cavalry)
500 Spahis from Karamania
6,000 Janissaries
400 adventurers from Mytheline
2,500 Spahis from Rouania
3,500 adventurers from Rouania
4,000 “religious fanatics”
6,000 other volunteers
Various corsairs from Tripoli and Algiers
Total: 28,500 from the East, 48,000 in all

of Mt. Sciberras reduced the fort to rubble within a week,
but de Valette evacuated the wounded nightly and
resupplied the Fort from across the harbour. After arriving
in May, Turgut set up new batteries to imperil the ferry
lifeline. On 4 June, a party ofJanissaries managed to seize
a portion of the fortifications. Still, by 8 June, the Knights
sent a message to the Grand Master that the Fort could no
longer be held but were rebuffed with messages that St
Elmo must hold until the reinforcements arrived.
Finally, on 23 June, the Turks seized what was left of Fort
St. Elmo. They killed all the defenders, totaling over 1,500
men, but spared nine Knights whom the Corsairs had
captured, and a few others who managed to escape. Turgut,
however, died shortly after the victory. According to Bosio,
a lucky shot from Fort St. Angelo mortally wounded him
on 17 June; according to Balbi and Sans, “friendly fire”
from Turkish cannons while he was directing operations on
Sciberras was the cause. Balbi says Turgut died before the
day was out, while others have him languishing on until the
day that St. Elmo fell. Although the Turks did succeed in
capturing St. Elmo, allowing Piyale to anchor his fleet in
Marsamxett, the siege of Fort St. Elmo had cost the Turks
at least 6,000 men; including half of their Janissaries.
Mustafa had the bodies of the knights decapitated and
their bodies floated across the bay on mock crucifixes. In
response, de Valette decapitated all his Turkish prisoners
and fired their heads into the Turkish camp with cannon.
Aftermath
The number of casualties is in as much dispute as the
number of invaders. Balbi gives 35,000 Ottoman deaths,
which seems implausible, Bosio 30,000 casualties
(including sailors). However modern estimations from
military historians using Turkish archives have put the
number of casualties at 10,000 from combat and disease,
though it is generally agreed that there were likely far more
losses amongst the various volunteers and pirates, which
the Turkish sources would not have noted. The knights lost
a third of their number, and Malta lost a third of its
inhabitants. Birgu and Senglea were essentially leveled.
Still, 9,000 Christians, most of them Maltese, had managed
to withstand a siege of more than four months in the hot
summer, despite enduring a bombardment of some 130,000
cannon balls.

The Siege of Malta — Capture of Fort St Elmo ,
by Matteo Perez d’ Aleccio.

Levée du Siege de Malte by Charles-Philippe Larivière
(1798-1876). Salle des Croisades, Versailles.

Such was the gratitude of Europe for the knights' heroic
defense that money soon began pouring into the island,
allowing de Valette to construct a fortified city, Valletta, on
Mt. Sciberras. His intent was to deny the position to any
future enemies. La Valette himself died in 1568 after a
hunting trip in Buskett.
The Ottomans never attempted to besiege Malta again.
The failure of the siege did nothing to reverse the increasing
dominance of Ottoman naval power in the Mediterranean,
but in following a string of Christian naval defeats, it denied
Ottoman forces the strategically vital island base in the
centre of the sea which would have allowed them to launch
ever deeper strikes into the belly of Europe.

Spiritual Message - I came that they may have life

Jesus, as reported in
the gospels taught
about money, riches
and wealth more than
any other single topic.
From stories about the
rich young ruler being
told to sell all that he
had, to the widow
offering her mite, the
N e w Te s t a m e n t
abounds
in
commentary on the
social ordering of the
day. He also showed
concern for those who were suffering from chronic
health conditions.

I heard a story about the former Bishop of Liverpool
David Sheppard who was asked to give one of the first of
the Dimbleby lectures on the BBC, he chose to speak about
the Gospels Bias to the Poor. The night before the lecture in
his London hotel, he realised that he had forgotten to bring
with him a pair of black shoes for this rather public and
prestigious lecture. He had a word with reception in the
hotel. On awakening the next day outside his bedroom were
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Some months ago Dame Elaine
Wales decided to stand down as
assistant Editor of The European
and I am sure I speak for all of us
in thanking Elaine for her
dedication, support and
assistance with the production of
The European over a number of
years.
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three pairs of black shoes for him to try on, to see which
fitted best. As only David could, he went on to say that that
small incident made him realise how important it was to
stand in somebody else’s shoes, to really feel that you know
the person from the inside as it were.

As members of the Sovereign Order of St John raising
funds for our charitable causes is about really knowing and
experiencing people, their contexts, their everyday lives –
standing in their shoes. Not just knowing about and
certainly not just talking about the poverty and suffering of
those with debilitating illnesses but walking alongside those
for whom Jesus showed a special regard. I have heard and
read reports from members our order who have presented
cheques to our many causes and they are inspiring and
challenge us to do more.

Jesus said “I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.” What we do in a small way for us, but in a big
way for the recipients of our efforts brings life and hope to
many. Let’s face it we have fun doing it.
God Bless.
Yours in St. John
Chevalier Revd. Chris Vermeulen KSJ

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETING
19-24th September 2014, Malta

COMMANDERY OF LONDON
Investiture

21st - 23rd November 2014
(venue Warren House, Kingston-Upon-Thames)
Please contact Dame Vana Papalois
email: v.papalois@btinternet.com

COMMANDERY OF GLASGOW
Noel Lunch

12th December 2014
- Crutherland House Hotel, East Kilbride

Burns Supper - 2014

24th January 2015 - Birch House Thorntonhall

Gourmet Dinner and Wine Evening
TBC

Commandery of Glasgow Investiture

20th - 23rd August 2015
To once again include a visit to the world famous
Edinburgh Military Tattoo
Alan McCulloch email: almcculloch@aol.com

To ensure safe delivery of your copy, please advise us of any
change to your contact details. All editions of The European can
be found on the international website www.sosjinternational.org
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