Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller

The Grand Priory of Europe Newsletter
Since the last edition of The European in December the
elections have taken place for the Prior of the newly formed
Priory of the United Kingdom and Ireland and also for the
new Commanderies of England and Scotland and I am delighted to announce that Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ,
present Prior of Scotland, has been elected as the Prior of the
United Kingdom and Ireland, Chevalier Professor Russel G.
Griggs OBE, KGSJ will become the Commander of the
Commandery of Scotland and Chevalier Vassilios Papalois
KGSJ, MD, will take up the position as Commander of the
Commandery of England.
My grateful thanks to Prior Commander Peter Murrell and
Dame Christine Murrell for their continuing support until the
new Commandery of England is formed and the Commander
takes the Oath of Office in October
The Oaths of Office will be administered by Lt. Grand Master,
David R.L. Rolfe GCSJ, MMSJ. at the Ceremony of Investiture to be held in Finnart St. Paul’s Church, Greenock, on the
10th October this year, details of which will be available
shortly.
At the Brighton Investiture in November 2008, five new
members were admitted to The Priory of Scotland and arrangements are now well under way with the Aspirants for
this year’s Investiture in October. Once again, the Admissions Committee is being ably chaired by H.E. Conventual
Bailiff Rene Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ to ensure potential
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Aspirants are of the calibre to join
the Sovereign Order of St. John.
The Alliance is making good
progress and the interests of the
Grand Priory of Europe are being
well served by H.E. Conventual
Bailiff
Rene
Tonna-Barthet,
whose knowledge is greatly assisting me with the task in hand. It
is planned that we will attend an
Alliance Investiture in Oslo on the
6th June.
H.E. Bailiff Donald J Storrie
On the 9th May I officiated at the
GCSJ
Grand Prior of Europe
Investiture in Budapest where
three new Knights and a Dame
were invested into the Commandery of Hungary and one new
Dame to the Priory of Scotland.
Arrangements are now well under way for the 2010 Sovereign
Council Meeting to be held in Budapest in September.
Reports on all Commanderies are given on the following
pages and it is extremely encouraging to witness the amount
of work which goes on behind the scenes both in recruiting
new members and raising monies for the various charities
which we support.
H.E. Bailiff Donald J. Storrie GCSJ
Grand Prior of Europe

Greetings from the Americas. I am de- This first-time ever report indicated that we had raised and
lighted to share with you some of the dispensed over $7,500,000 during the last ten years. This was
things the Grand Priory of the Americas a sucessful cooperative project coordinated by the GPOA Al(GPOA) is doing. We have 10 Comman- moner, Paul Huber, and pleasantly surprised many members to
deries plus one in formation and three learn of the great good we do in our communities. This
Priories across three nations comprising demonstrates that when acting together, we can accomplish
over 500 members. We will conduct six wonderful things.
Investitures this year.
When opportunities arise to found new Commanderies the
As you know, Commanderies are the GPOA can assemble the resources and personalities to get the
center of activity for membership and process underway and achieve the desired goal.
charitable giving in fulfilling our mis- We also manage succession planning so that those who want to
sion of serving the sick and poor in be involved in the management of the Sovereign Order will
Christ. Priories and Grand Priories have serve in a variety of positions as they assume increased responH.E. Conventual Bailiff the responsibility to coordinate these sibilities. This has provided for orderly transitions in leaderGrand Prior Glen
Commandery activities to insure best ship which is confirmed during an Investiture Service.
McLaughlin GCSJ,
practices are followed and consistency is The annual Grand Priory Council Meeting provide a useful
MMSJ
achieved in the application of The Rules forum for working discussions of matters that need consistent
of the Sovereign Order. We serve as a response across Commanderies while developing policy posiclearing point on policy implementation, encourage the sharing tions.
of ideas, bring expert knowledge to bear, and facilitate mutual A great source of satisfaction in the Grand Prior’s role is the
assistance.
contact and friendship with wonderful, talented and accomWe fund certain projects such as the annual GPOA Member- plished members all working together in the achievement of
ship Directory which will include photographs this year, and our motto: Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Huminum; for Faith, For
maintain the computer database, central files and permanent Service to Humanity.
records. This is the infra-structure that most members take for I send best wishes for your continued success.
granted, as they should.
A recent project of the GPOA was A Ten Year History of the Yours in St. John,
Philanthropies of the GPOA compiled and published for re- H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior
lease at the Washington, D.C. Sovereign Council Meeting. Glen McLaughlin, GCSJ, MMSJ
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ping area and the famous Lanes,
little alleyways lined with second-hand jewellery shops, antique emporiums and quirky
artisans’ studios. Our afternoon
Convention and Ceremony of Investiture – was still graced with sunshine
which made our procession into
Brighton 2008
the Church of St. Paul’s Haywards Heath a pleasure and durNovember is quite late in the year to be holding a Conven- ing our Ceremony of Investiture
tion and Ceremony of Investiture, particularly if, as did we, we welcomed three more new
one hopes to take advantage of some of the sights to be Brothers: Chevalier Sandro Gio- Prior Commander Peter Murrell
KCJSJ
enjoyed in the local vicinity. However, “God smiles and vanazzi, Chevalier Robert Louthe sun shines on the righteous”, they say, and so it seemed, don-Brown and Chevalier James
as our arrival on Thursday 20th November on the sea front Wylie, and one new Sister: Dame Nora Loudon-Brown to
at Brighton’s Metropole Hotel was coloured by a magnifi- the Sovereign Order of St. John. Dame Elaine Wales was
cently red sky from the setting sun, good weather which promoted to Dame Commander and Chevalier Russell
stayed with us all weekend!
Griggs was promoted to Knight of Grace during the ceremony. Also a Certificate of Merit was awarded to ComOur first get-together, for an Out of Towners’ Supper was mander Anthony Mercer and a Medal of Merit awarded to
most relaxed and the weekend’s itinerary was explained H.E. Bailiff Anthony Bugeja for long term service to the
with information packs being handed to all present. Al- Order. Our evening culminated with a Gala Dinner and
ready we were an international gathering with our Lieuten- Charity Ball with dancing to The Spotlites, a Raffle and
ant Grand Master David Rolfe and his lovely wife, Dame Auction of goods and favours. Two of our nominated
Margaret, from Canada, H.E. Grand Commander of the charities were represented and they gave short speeches to
OSJ Knight of Justice Peter Gabrielsen and His lovely wife highlight the needs which would be met by our fund raising
, Dame Bodil, from Denmark and H.E. President of the efforts. The charities nominated were: Make a Wish
German Alliance of the OSJ Knight of Justice Heinrich Foundation, granting the wishes of terminally ill children,
Kleeberg, a dear friend of many years standing through the Teenage Cancer Trust supporting teenagers suffering
whom both Chris and I were introduced to and became from cancer and their families, the Walter Boyce Day
members of the OSJ some twelve years ago. Our wonder- Centre, looking after older teenagers and young adults
fully supportive Brothers and Sisters from the Command- suffering from serious mental and physical disabilities, and
ery of Hungary arrived a little later, but still in celebration the St. Peter and St. James Continuing Care hospice which
mode we welcomed them in the bar and spent a happy offers care to terminally ill folks towards the end of their
couple of hours together renewing friendships, exchanging lives. £5,000 will be shared between these worthy causes.
news and generally enjoying one another’s company before finally retiring for the night.
Also on the evening of the Ball we heard from Ruth Simms

Priory of England

Friday morning dawned crisp and bright and a large contingent of Brothers and Sisters trooped out of the hotel for a
brisk walk along the promenade to the Pavilion where a
most enjoyable couple of hours was spent in learning about
the life and times of the Prince Regent (later George IV)
who was responsible for the building of this beautiful,
sumptuous and startlingly eastern-designed palace. Our
afternoon was taken up with what was to have been the
rehearsal for our Ceremony of Investiture. Due to an
accident back in Scotland, Chevalier Ian Kerr, one of our
Aspirants, needing to return home immediately, was actually invested during the rehearsal, all relevant officers being
present. Chevalier Zoltan Komaromi, from Hungary, was
able to record the moment on his camera. In the evening
our Aspirants were introduced to the Members of the Order
present during our traditional Aspirants Dinner and the
atmosphere was one of fraternity and pleasure in just being
together.

OBE who will be working in Uganda from September of
this year. At a meeting held on the Saturday morning it had
been agreed that the Priory of England could raise money
for this cause, to be known as Restore. Her five minute talk
was so emotive a guest was moved to give her a cheque
there and then for £2,000 towards her future work in
Uganda.
As many Convenees made their way home midst torrential
rain, a courageous group of twenty hurtled along the coast
road to Portsmouth and the Historic Boat Yards. We
firmly believed we might need boats to transport us round
the town so heavy was the rain as we left Brighton.
However, by the time we reached Portsmouth the sun was
shining and once again a great day was had by all, not least
by some of our Hungarian friends for whom, living in a
land-locked country with no navy, the trip around HMS
Victory was a real eye opener.

It sure is good to get together!
On Saturday, another gloriously sunny day, some members
enjoyed a walking trip into the heart of Brighton’s shop- Prior Commander Peter Murrell KCJSJ
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Priory of Scotland

We ended 2008 with five aspirants being admitted to the Order and the
Priory of Scotland at the Investiture in Brighton organised by the
members of the Priory of England. We had a most enjoyable time as
guests of the members of the Priory of England and I extend a very
warm welcome to our new members Chevalier Sandro Giovannazi KSJ,
Chevalier Ian Kerr KSJ, Chevalier Jim Wylie KSJ, Chevalier Robert
Loudon Brown KSJ and Dame Nora Loudon Brown DSJ. A separate
article including photographs featuring the Investiture appears in this
edition of The European.
Elaine and I have just returned from Budapest in support of the Commandery of Hungary’s Investiture and to witness Dame Dr Irene Loudon DSJ being invested into our Order and the Priory of Scotland. We
had as always a wonderful time and the warmth and depth of friendship
deepens further with the members in Hungary. Members of our Order
attending the Sovereign Council Meeting in Budapest in 2010 are
assured of a very warm welcome and an exciting time in this vibrant City.
Membership is the life blood of the Order and we will be holding our
next Investiture in Scotland on Saturday 10th October 2009 we currently
have two aspirants from Scotland and I encourage all members of the
Order to contact me with details of potential aspirants that we can invest
into the Order at that time. I will be in touch in due course with details
of the Investiture but in the meantime please save the date in your diary.

An initiative by Commander Morrison
Dunbar CBE, KCSJ resulted in a small
group of members organising a concert
‘The Seven Last Words of our Saviour on
the Cross’ which was held at our Conventual Church Finnart St. Paul’s in aid of
Starter Packs – Inverclyde. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank the members of the Priory of Scotland who supported this event which allowed us to
donate £1,500.00 to our nominated charity and is reported elsewhere in this newsletter.
Any member wishing to organise an event Prior Commander Glenn
Wales KCJSJ
to raise funds for a charity should in the
first instance contact me so that we can
bring together a group of individuals from the Priory to work together
in achieving a common objective.
Since the last newsletter elections have taken place for the newly formed
Priory of the United Kingdom and Ireland and the new Commandaries
of Scotland and England. I was delighted to be nominated and elected
as the new Prior and look forward to working closely with the new
Commanders of the Commanderies of Scotland and England, Professor
Russel G. Griggs OBE, KGSJ and Chevalier Vassilios Papalois KGSJ,
MD in developing growth of our Order and building on our fund raising
activities. I offer my congratulations to both Russel and Vassilios on
their appointments.
Prior Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ

Commandery of Hungary

Greetings from beautiful Budapest.

Even though the Commandery of Hungary is a young commandery,
we have started to establish our own traditions. We have found the
combined charity concert and wine auction to be a very profitable
formula. Last year we were able to help a children’s home with medical
and playground equipment. It was remarkably satisfying. This year’s
charity fundraiser, combined with donations from some generous
American, German and Scottish Knights and Dames, enabled us to buy
a much needed neonatal incubator for the premature ward of the South
Pest Hospital pediatric department.
Our steady growth allowed us to add a Christmas dinner to our annual
calendar this year. Our strength reached 23 in 2008 and so far we have
experienced no loss from the Order. This year we will invest another
four members – three Knights and a Dame. By bringing in more
business professionals we hope to add enough management talent to
increase the number of annual fundraisers without putting an un-due
burden on any member.
These last twelve months saw an increased level of activity in the
Commandery. In addition to the Christmas dinner, we were able to
send a large contingent to the superbly organized Investiture Brighton
hosted by the Priory of England. The ten of us were received very
warmly by our hosts.
Even though only half of us spoke English, we were made to feel quite
at home. We offer our congratulations to H.E. Peter Murrell KCJSJ and
his lovely wife Dame Commander Christine Murrell DCSJ, CMSJ for
a superbly organized event.
We look forward to finishing this year off with an even larger delegation
to Scotland for their Investiture and yet another charity wine auction
and concert.

Quick, before you forget it, grab a pen
and block out 22nd through 25th September 2010 in your diary. That is
when you come to our beautiful city
for the next worldwide Sovereign
Council Meeting of our ancient knight
order. It will be held in the Grand Cor- Commander Doug Daniel
inthia Hotel Royal in downtown BudaKJSJ
pest. This century-old hotel is so
elegant and beautiful that when the Czechs were making a commercial
for Prague, they shot parts of it in our Corinthia.
You will be entertained by world class Gypsy musicians who have
played in Carnegie Hall. You will discover that goulash is a soup and
not a stew. You will even learn the name of the third city that joined
with Buda and Pest when Budapest was formed. But most important,
you will leave with memories of a lifetime.
As you may already know, plans are underway for a cruise up the
Danube from Budapest through Bratislava, Slovakia and Vienna, Austria then all the way across Austria into Germany. No river on Earth
passes through as many national capitals as the Danube. That trip too,
should be a memory of a lifetime.
Before you leave on your river tour, you participate in our very colorful
2010 Investiture Ceremony. Following the Sovereign Order of Saint Don’t forget: September 2010 – Sovereign Council Meeting –
John flag, you will see the flags of Hungary, Canada, Denmark, Germa- Budapest.
ny, Italy, Nicaragua, United Kingdom and United States of America.
We expect well over one hundred Dames and Knights to participate in Commander Doug Daniel KJSJ
this multilingual ceremony.
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New Italian Commandery
‘In-Formation’:

The new aspirants have already mentioned some ideas that
they have for future humanitarian
activity. Our projects for the future are very simple, but
require a lot of hard work. The first is to enlarge the family
of Italian Knights and Dames, in such a way that we will
be able to start the humanitarian work required by our
Order. The second to raise as much money for Charitable
distribution as possible.
On the 24th May 2009, we have organised a reunion
starting with a Mass and a lunch
immediately after, and all those who would be interested
in this charitable activity, have been invited.
On my part, I have, during the last Autumn, managed to
register the Order as a voluntary Association in Italy. This
registration will enable us to receive certain fiscal allowances for monies raised during such activities as theatrical
spectacles, concerts, etc. Regrettably such activities are
expensive to run, and we cannot afford them at this initial
time, although we hope to be in that happy situation in the
not too distant future.
Through the work of Baron Sarchi, we have already been
in contact with our Brothers and Sisters of the German
Commandery, which is part of our Alliance, and we have
reached agreement for future joint humanitarian activities.
I hope and pray, that with the help of St. John and my
Italian Brothers and Sisters, we will be able to achieve
these targets.
I end this short article by sending you all the best and
warmest wishes from the Italian Commandery

It is with great pleasure that I
start to write this article for our
Bulletin, even though I am still
not able to inform you of any
humanitarian activities undertaken by the Commandery of Italy
as we are still very much a Commandery in Formation until we
reach the required number of
members to become a recognized Commandery.
Our Commandery was born on
Commander Guido
the 17th May 2008 and from that
Recrosio KCSJ
date, both Baron Anselmo
Sarchi KCSJ, who is my close collaborator, and myself,
immediately started work in order to attract new Aspirants
who would be suitable to become members of the Sovereign Order of St. John.
In recent times we have been delighted that several new
aspirants have been identified and it is planned that we will
hold an Investiture in the spring of 2010 and hopefully at
that time our numbers will be sufficient for us to attain
Commandery status. Amongst the new aspirants there is
a very dear friend of mine, who after some months, has
decided to swear his allegiance to the Lt. Grand Master.
Other plans surrounding the Ceremony of Investiture will
be a visit to Turin Cathedral where, during 2010 there will Commander Guido Recrosio KCSJ of the Commandery of
be on show the Holy Shroud. I also hope to organise a Italy “In Formation”
visit to the Egyptian Museum in Turin.

Danish Commandery

In the December edition of
“The European”, we reassembled our role as a Christian
order in a society which is
increasingly characterized
of secularity.
Some years ago, our Danish
Komturi separated and it un- Chevalier Leif Rørdam
Andersen KGSJ
fortunately gave rise to dissension. During the recovery phase we have used
our order meetings with conversations about our
commitment as a Christian order based on our motto.
What can we offer others and ourselves?
1) Continue to actively participate in The Counsel
for the Malteser ( an umbrella organization for five

different orders in Denmark), including the Hospitallar work and caritative projects. To participate in the
Ecumenical work through our membership of The
National Council of Churches in Denmark.
2) Develop our own order meetings and discussions
on Spiritual and Christian values. Periodically invite
speakers from abroad.
3) To participate in Conventions, Investitures and in
SOSJ activities in Denmark and abroad.
4) Public Relations with different associations (Y´s
men, Rotary, Soroptimist Denmark, etc.)
5) We are planning a public Concert in Autum 2010
with the World famous violinist, Prof. Dr. Michael
Grube from Ecuador.
This is an event we organize together with other
Order groups.
6) To create a travel fund.
7) To create a solid basic ground for new members.
On behalf of the Danish Commandery,
Yours in St. John
Leif Rørdam Andersen KGSJ
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Spotlight on Members
In this issue: József Doktor - Commandery of Hungary, John Stacpoole - Priory of
England,
Doki smiles and laughs quite often
except when he is on camera. He
jokes that most people have to go
to medical school to become doctors. He was born one. His bubbly
personality and ability to see opportunity when others cannot allowed
him to start, shall we say
‘unofficial trade’ with the Russians
long before the collapse of the Soviet Union.
The Commandery of Hungary has
benefited frequently from Doki’s
Chevalier József
unique ability to innovate and
Doktor KGSJ
solve impossible problems. When
there were no tickets left for the
Phantom of the Opera, Doki produced 20. When we had flags
but no flag poles, Doki made them. He even met a Gypsy band
in the men’s room and brought them in to liven up a rather dull
banquet. This is just the start of a long list.
Born in Kaposvár, county seat of Somogy County in 1947,
József Doktor graduated from high school there as a mechanical technician, and went on to the world famous Budapest
Technical University (I can think of three Nobel lauriets who
passed through that institution) where he recieved degrees in
mechanical engineering and engineering economics.
If Doki bubbled to the top during the days when Hungary had
a centrally controlled economy; he exploded under capitalism.
In 1989, the year when Hungary became the first domino in the
collapse of Communism, Doki started Unitrade-Auto LLC.
Since then he added Inter-Trade Production Corp. and Drava

Wood Processing LLC to his portfolio. But he never forgot
where he came from nor the struggles that the less fortunate
and less able face everyday.
Doki finds time to be the Chairman of the Ethical Committee
of Somogy County, founding member of Association for Somogy County (a charitable foundation), as well as a founding
member and member of the board of our own Knights for
Hospitals Foundation.
When Doki’s business partner died for lack of a diagnostic tool
in the Nagyatád Hospital, Doki led a fund raising drive that
allowed us to buy equipment for the Hospital. Even though this
hospital went through a change of ownership and many wouldbe donors failed to produce their promised funds, Doki saw the
project through to its successful conclusion.
His knowledge of wines and the wine industry, as well as his
personal generosity resulted in several very successful charity
wine auctions.
Doki and Judit Hegedűs organize all of our investitures and
most of our charitable events. Doki has made his offices
available for all most all of our business meetings since Commandery of Hungary came into being.
It would be safe to say that without Doki, there would be no
Commandery of Hungary. Not only is he the first member I
recruited, he, too has proven to be a very prolific recruiter.
To me, Doki is the archetypical Knight of the Sovereign Order.
Intelligent, successful, hardworking, ethical, loyal, and generous, Doki is a leader in both his chosen field and the community at large. But most importantly, Doki cares deeply about
those less fortunate, and acts effectively to help them – often
anonymously.

John was born in 1933 and grew up in
Bayswater. After leaving Lancaster Secondary modern his first working role was
in the family firm of property developers,
a field in which he has excelled in
throughout his working career becoming
Chairman and Managing Director of the
company upon the death of his father. In
1968 he became Chairman of the Eagle
Building Society, a position that he held
H.E. Bailiff John
until 1976. During this time, in 1972,
Stacpoole
John became Chairman and Managing
GCSJ,
Director of Mortimer Harley Plc, a role
MMSJ
that he would have for 22 years. The
company purchased a large number of
undertakings including Arcade Motors Ltd, the largest car
parking and pound management company in the City of London. From 1994 to date John has been an integral part of Crest
of London Ltd both as Chairman and Managing Director. A
family run company, both his daughter and son have been
heavily involved, selling high quality souvenir goods covering
many designs and manufacturers. The business has been a
market leader in its field for several years and has a purchasing
department based in the West End with its logistics centre
based in North West London.

Whilst being kept busy with his workload, he has also had a
considerable amount of involvement with the SOSJ. Since his
Investiture into the Order as Chevalier in 1975 he has held
various roles within the order, including being appointed to the
Council of Regents.
In 1982 John was promoted to the rank of Knight Commander
of Grace and in the following year, July 1983, to rank of Knight
Commander of Justice. He was elected as 2nd Vice-Prior of the
British Grand Priory in December of that same year and this
was followed by Prior of the British Grand Priory. Later he was
promoted to Bailiff Grand Cross of Justice and installed as
Grand Prior of Great Britain and Eire.
John has always been a valued and hardworking member of the
community, a totally selfless man who is always on the go and
always puts the welfare of others ahead of his own needs. He
holds the Freeman of the City of London and is an active
member of the Ealing Rotary Club and local Catholic Church,
he is Patron of Ealing Nursing Home for the Elderly and is a
Director of London Irish Rugby Club.
John is very much a family man and lives life to the full, always
with a smile and a kind word. He has been happily married to
Jean for 48 years and has two children, Caroline and James.
John recently became a Grandfather for the first time to Harry
James, who was born in February of this year.
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Friday evening
dinner at the
Hilton Metropole
Brighton
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Some pictures from the Gala
Dinner at the Metropole
Brighton
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The Priory of England held it’s
2008 Investiture at St Paul’s
Church in Haywards Heath, near
Brighton on
Saturday November 22nd.
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Scenes from the
Investiture
Ceremony
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Group photos
From Brighton
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The new Knights and Dames
invested in Brighton:

Chevalier Jim Wylie KSJ and his
wife Maureen

Chevalier Ian Kerr KSJ

Chevalier Sandro Giovanazzi KSJ

Chevalier Robert Loudon Brown
KSJ and Dame Nora Loudon
Brown DSJ
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Some pictures from the Investiture Dinner in Budapest on
Saturday may 9th 2009. The Dinner was held in the beautiful
Academy of Sciences (Magyar Tudományos Akadémia), situated by the ‘Chain Bridge across the Danube. The gala event
was hosted by Commander Doug Daniel KJSJ and his wife
dame Judit Hegedüs DCSJ. Five new Knights and dames
were invested into the Order earlier in the day.
A full report and more pictures will be in the next issue.
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is supported in the Appeal Committee by Commander
Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ Prior of Scotland.

The Big Build
Commander Maurice V.
Taylor KCSJ – Deputy Prior of Scotland is seen presenting a cheque for
£10,000.00 to Aileen
Eland – Marie Curie Hospice Manager. Members
of the Priory of Scotland raised the funds at a Dinner
Dance last year at which seventy people attended and
was made up of members and their guests.

Glenn advises us that the new Hospice will increase
patient’s privacy and dignity. There will be better
family facilities, many more single rooms, piped oxygen, direct outdoor access from every patient room to
a private terrace, ensuite facilities, a pull down bed in
each single room for a loved one to spend the night
with a patient and so much more that will allow
peoples experience of the hospice to be vastly improved.

H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior of Europe Donald J. Storrie
GCSJ is Chairman of the Marie Curie ‘Big Build
Appeal’ for the new hospice currently being built in
Glasgow. The Appeal has currently raised in excess
of £13 million towards its target of £16 million to
complete the construction by early next year. Donald

It will be a facility fit for 21st Century care; it will be
welcoming, comfortable, modern and a beacon of
hope in our community. It will make an incredible
difference to thousands of families across Glasgow
and the surrounding area and the members of our
Order are a part of it.

Easter Recital The Seven Last Words of our Saviour on the Cross
Members of the Order joined the congregation in
Finnart St. Paul’s Church on April 8th for a performance of Haydn’s “The Seven Last Words of our
Saviour on the Cross”,
sponsored and organised by the Order and
played by the Cantilena Players String Quartet.
The music seemed all
the more appropriate,
not only because it was
performed in Holy
week but also because
Haydn died in May 1809 exactly two hundred years
ago.

no doubt that “The Seven Last Words” is a profound
expression of his feelings about the Crucifixion.
The introduction and seven movements are all in
slow tempo but the music is so beautiful that although sad, the light shines through from time to
time. At the very end however, Haydn depicts the
earthquake which he marked “Presto E Con Tutta La
Forza” so that anybody who may have dozed off as
a result of all that earlier beautiful but slow music
would get a pretty sharp awakening!
It was a very fine performance and at the request of
our Prelate Rev David Mill KJSJ the members of the
organising committee agreed to donate the proceeds
of the evening’s performance to Starter Packs –
Inverclyde.

Haydn was one of the greatest of all composers and Commander Morrison Dunbar CBE, KCSJ
much of his music is full of happiness and humour.
But he was also a deeply religious man, so there is
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perspective it need not be read literally.
Like scripture, when reading the creeds
you’re not reading the front page of the
newspaper, you’re reading the editorial
page!
(My concern during that baptism debate
was focused less on proper liturgical form
at the beginning of life than with present
faithfulness of those in this Sovereign Order who call themselves “Christian.” I was
tempted to quote the old adage: “If you
were accused of being a Christian, would Chevalier the Reverend
there be sufficient evidence to convict Ernest W. Cockrell, KGSJ
you?”)
As we prepared to leave the gathering in
Washington, D.C., Rene approached me with a twinkle in his eyes,
saying that he had “a possible solution to the baptism question, but not
ready to put pen to paper.” Not many days afterward I received an
e-mail from him with his excellent proposal, along with one of the most
gracious personal notes I’ve ever received: “I came to the Sovereign
Council,” he wrote, “expecting an adversary, but found a friend.” That,
I believe, is the Spirit of Christ, allowing us – from our many denominations, beliefs, and even disagreements – to come together in unity to
serve our Lord: Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum – for Faith, For
Service to Humanity.

Clergy Corner:

In the second issue of The European Chevalier the Reverend David Mill
gave an excellent summary of the meeting of The Ecclesiastical Council
in Washington, D.C. One issue which we presented to the meeting of
The Sovereign Council was the issue of baptism as the prerequisite for
membership, which had been inserted into the 2006 edition of the Rules
of the Sovereign Order. Diverse opinions were expressed, one citing
Jesus’ words to “make disciples of all nations; baptizing them in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;” the other noting that those
were the words of the early Church – baptism being normative, but not
absolute.
The resolution of that thorny issue came from one of the most devoted
of the Knights of our Sovereign Order, the Grand Conservator, H.E.
Bailiff Rene Tonna-Barthet, GCSJ, CMSJ, whose knowledge of the
Order’s history is unparalleled. His solution was as simple as it was
elegant. Adopted by the Ecumenical Council, and confirmed by Le
Petit Conseil and Sovereign Council, it simply replaced The Apostles’
Creed with The Nicene Creed as we affirm: “We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.” (The reason the creed from the
Council of Nicaea in 327 continues to be recited by all historic churches
is that it is the final statement accepted by the whole Church before the
split between west and east – Catholic and Orthodox.) The creed is a
fitting reminder of the unity of the Sovereign Order around the world as
a Christian, chivalric, ecumenical, international community. A theological document borne of the Church’s imagination and belief, the Chevalier the Reverend Ernest W. Cockrell, KGSJ
creed was cast in the world view of its time, so from our 21st century Convener of The Ecclesiastical Council

2008 WASHINGTON D.C. SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETING:
Every two years, our Sovereign Order’s Sovereign Council, meets
in different cities around the world, and this time it was held at the
Prestigious Hotel Mayflower, a very historic hotel, in the heart of
Beautiful Washington D.C., the Capital City of the United States
of America. The meetings were held on Friday 26th September,
2008, but members and their guests started arriving as early as
Tuesday 23rd September.
In total there were 128 Knights and Dames taking part, and with
their spouses, the number was 183. This of course did not include
any friends and guests of
members, who attended the various functions that took place over
that week-end. In deed the number of members and guests who
sat down to the official closing dinner exceeded 200. Apart from
the sumptuous fare, the gathering was also entertained by a Bass
and a Soprano, who were judged to be first class singers.
During the meeting itself, those attending were 17 Bailiffs (with
two proxies because of illness), and two Commander Priors of
Scotland and England. This met the number for quorum which is
set by the King Peter II Constitution.
The main subjects discussed and agreed were:
1) That Le Petit Conseil be enlarged by the attachment of
the Two Grand Priors, i.e. The grand Prior of the Americas, and the Grand Prior for Europe.
2) That proxies attending the meeting have the right to be
heard AND to vote only on matters approved in the
Agenda, but are not allowed to introduce any additional
matters
3) That members of the Clergy, may be invited to join the
Councils of the various units of the Sovereign Order as
guests with the right to speak, but not to vote.
4) Members of the Sovereign Order who join other Orders
of St. John, who are not themselves members of the
Charter of Alliance or an approved Concordat with the

SOSJ, are precluded from holding any position of leadership within our Order.
One item which was discussed in great detail was the requirement
for members to be baptised Christians. It was finally decided that
the Ecclesiastical Council should take this matter in hand, and
decide the issue which will be tabled at the next meeting of the
Sovereign Council in 2010.
Finally, Elections were conducted to fill the seats of Le Petit
Conseil, and the results were:
1) HE Bailiff David Rolfe unanimously elected for another
term of 4 years in the Office of Lieutenant Grand Master.
2) HE Bailiff Owen Brown was unanimously elected Grand
Commander for another term of 2 years.
3) HE Bailiff Gerald McGavin, was unanimously elected
Grand Marshall for a term of 2 years.
4) HE Bailiff Janice Stein, was likewise elected as Grand
Hospitaller
5) HE Rene Tonna-Barthet, was likewise elected as Grand
Conservator.
6) HE Bailiff Paul Beckman, was likewise elected as Grand
Councillor.
Also as stated earlier, to form part of Le Petit Conseil were:
HE Bailiff Grand Prior Glen McLaughlin, Grand Prior of the
Americas, and
HE Bailiff Grand Prior Donald Storrie, Grand Prior of Europe.
Three other appointments were voted on and these were:
For members of Supreme Court of the Order;
For members of Ecclesiastical Council;
The Financial Revue Committee.
There being no other matters to discuss, the Sovereign Council
adjourned, to meet again in Budapest Hungary in 2010.

H.E. Bailiff Rene’ Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ
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H.M. Queen Elizabeth II pinning on Russel’s OBE.

Professor Russel Griggs was awarded the OBE for services to
Scottish Business in the Queen’s birthday honours list and was
presented with it by the Queen at Buckingham Palace on 2nd
December. His wife Liz, son Mike and daughter Angela accompanied him to the Palace for the ceremony.
Russel, who has just turned 60, is not looking to retire but to spend
more time helping those he works with and represents as for las
year and this he is the Chair of the CBI’s UK National SME
Council which represents the interests of companies up to 250
employees, and £25 million turnover all over the UK. Russel is a
true Scot born in Edinburgh and who, having qualified from
Heriot Watt University, started his career in the medical industry
before heading south to further that with pharmaceutical giant
Smith Kline Glaxo. His career progressed with jobs in the flooring
industry in Scotland before he became CEO of an industrial textile
company based in the Liverpool area. He returned to Scotland in
1990 to become a Director of Scottish Enterprise in Glasgow

looking after their business development functions and their investment bank which is when he and his wife Liz moved to
Sanquhar. During his time at Scottish Enterprise they went to live
in the US for a couple of years but kept their house in Sanquhar as
this is now the place they feel is home. They returned from the US
in the late 1990’s and Russel left Scottish Enterprise after completing one final project for them, namely the design and construction
of the Scottish exhibit at the Epcot Centre in Florida. Since then
he has joined the Board of a number of companies, in a variety of
industrial sectors, and organisations (including the local College).
Through one of those companies he has become involved with the
CBI and as well as chairing the SME Council also chairs the group
working with the Scottish Government to make sure we have
regulations that are not burdensome to business which is making
great progress. He often travels to London and has recently met
the Prime Minister and President Sarcozy, the Head of the European Commission and Lord Mandelson. And if not those politicians
it is likely to be other Government Ministers, senior civil servants
or the senior management of
Government agencies and
regulators from north and
south of the border. He was
delighted and honoured to receive the OBE which he says
is as much due to the extraordinary people he has and does
work with as what he has
done himself. In Sanquhar it
is his garden that takes up his
time which he has enlarged
over the years and that and
his grandson keep him busy
when he has the time.
Russel was invested into the
Order in 2005 and his wife L to r: Mike, Liz, Russel and Angela on
the steps of Buckingham Palace
Liz was invested the following year.

Cheque Presentation: Starter Packs – Inverclyde

It provides practical help to individuals and families moving from
homelessness to a tenancy: crockery, cutlery, utensils, cleaning materiA small group of members of the Priory of Scotland Commander Mor- als, bedding, towels etc. Some items are good quality second-hand
rison Dunbar CBE, KCSJ, Dame Elizabeth Griggs DSJ, Rev David
goods that are donated. Others are purchased new.
Mill KJSJ and Prior Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ collaborated Starter Packs – Inverclyde has in the last three years helped 982 people, including 232 families and 402 children in moving out of homein organising a concert “The Seven Last Words of our Saviour on the
lessness.
Cross”, in aid of Starter Packs – Inverclyde.
Starter Packs – Inverclyde was established in 2002 as a result of disThe members of the organising committee wish to express their graticussions between Inverclyde Churches Together, Inverclyde Council
tude to all of the members of the Priory of Scotland who purchased
tickets or made donations toward this event. It allowed the Priory
and the Scottish Churches Housing Agency.
through the Grand Priory Trust to make a donation of £1,500.00 to
It exists to assist those in the Inverclyde area who are moving out of
homelessness into a tenancy to sustain it by providing basic household Starter Packs – Inverclyde.
goods that will help turn an empty building into a home.

Pictured: Prior Commander Glenn H. Wales
KCJSJ presenting to Rev Ian Johnson a cheque
from the members of the Priory of Scotland

Pictured members of the committee
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Happenings

HOPE

Saturday May 2nd was the day
when Commander Russel Griggs
and Dame Elizabeth Griggs’ son
Mike married Miss Charlotte Jurd.
Mike and Charlotte had attended
the Gala Dinner in Brighton with
Liz, Russel and the others from
the Priory of Scotland.
The wedding took place at the
beautiful venue of New Place in
Hampshire and a superb time was
had by all. The (very) happy couple honeymooned in the USA
spending time on Cape Cod and
then in the Berkshires.

HOPE is a tenuous word, I hardly dare speak its name,
HOPE is what most folks have, they crave wealth or even fame.
HOPE is for a future full of all our hearts desire,
HOPE is for a life that’s fuelled by wisdom and of fire.
HOPE is where a young man stands, his future to achieve,
HOPE is when a young woman yearns her children to conceive.
HOPE is in that empty hole: the belly of a starving child,
HOPE is in the redirecting of food mountains highly piled.
HOPE is in a cardboard box – the homeless in no man’s land,
HOPE is in the giver who sees a need and lends a hand.
HOPE is in the heart of one who exists beneath the norm,
HOPE that the future’ll be more kind and deal him no more harm.
HOPE is in the broken heart of one who’s being abused,
HOPE is in the Jury at the Trial of the one accused.

If you have had a ‘Happening’ in
your family or circle do send us
a picture and some words. We’d
love to see what’s happening in
our members lives. - Editor.

HOPE is in that quiet room where a sickly loved one lies,
HOPE is that it be not a place where a loved one sadly dies.
HOPE is in the procedures that the doctors put in place,
HOPE is for the curing of all ills that afflict the human race.
HOPE is for the end of fighting, hatred and of scorn,
HOPE is for the start of peace, friendship and love reborn.

Grand Priory of Europe
Membership & Information Directory 2009

HOPE is for tolerance, patience and unconditional trust,
HOPE is for respectfulness and an end to unseemly lust.
HOPE is in the speaker who expounds our human rights,
HOPE is in the listener who in freedom for all delights.

Due to the large number of changes currently
taking place in the Grand Priory of Europe, publication of the 2009 Information and Membership
Directory has been delayed. It is hoped to have the
booklet published in time for the Scottish Investiture in October. In the meantime, if you have any
queries, please contact the editorial team (details
below).

HOPE is in the silent praise the oppressed offer to their Lord,
HOPE is in the fervent prayers we Christians send abroad.
HOPE is in a sinning soul who no longer wants to fall,
HOPE is in the graciousness of a God who loves us all.
HOPE is an answered prayer if in Him our trust we place,
HOPE is our gift forever if before God we can truly face.
Dame Commander Christine Murrell DCSJ

Articles for the next issue - December 2009 - must be with the
editorial team by September 30th. Please note; items may be
edited for reasons of space or clarity.
If sending pictures electronically, please send them in .jpeg or
.tiff format. We can also scan in snapshots/pictures - perhaps
you have some from past events - even black & white shots.
You can contact the team by e-mail (details on below), or, if
you have the Grand Priory of Europe Directory, further
contact details are in there.
The Grand Priory of Europe
Mediacorp House
2 Caird Park
Hamilton
South Lanarkshire
ML3 0EU
Tel: +44 (0) 1698 338800
Fax: +44 (0) 1698 338080

Editorial Team: from left to right: Dame Elizabeth Griggs
(lizgriggs@gmail.com), Dame Commander May Storrie
(may.storrie@btinternet.com), Dame Commander Elaine Wales
(elaine@datasafe.net)
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