Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
The Grand Priory of Europe Newsletter
March 2008 is the first Anniversary of my election to Lieutenant
Grand Master. I was very honoured to be officially inducted into
this position by Chevalier Rev. Ernest Cockrell, KGSJ, who is the
Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council of the Order. The service
took place at the Episcopal Church of St. Andrew at Saratoga,
California, and the service was attended by many of the senior
members of the Order. Accepting this position makes one feel very
humble and also reminds me of my own investiture into the Order
in 1989 by Prince Andrej who was the brother of King Peter.
I have seen the Order come together during this last year in a
manner not seen before. All branches of the Order have attended to
raising money for the sick and poor with results that are really quite
spectacular. The leadership of the Grand Priory of Europe under
Grand Prior Donald Storrie has produced a wonderfully calming effect
on the Order and, as a result, we are
starting to see expansion, led by the
Commandery in Budapest, to other
countries. Compliments should go to
all of those who have taken positions
as Commanders and Priors for the
excellent way in which they have carried out their responsibilities and duties in a Christian manner. A
Sovereign Council meeting is held
every other year. The last one was
Lieutenant Grand Master H.E. held in Dunblane in Scotland and the
Conventual Bailiff David R. L. next one will be held in Washington,
Rolfe GCSJ, MMSJ and Dame DC and we will see the coming toMargaret Rolfe DJSJ
gether of representatives from North
America and Europe to carry out the business of the Order and to
ensure that we carry out our responsibilities as outlined in the King
Peter Constitution. We hope as many of you as possible will take
every effort to attend the meeting in Washington, DC.
I am proud to be your Lieutenant Grand Master and will do my
best to serve all members as best I can.
I wish you all God speed, good health and happiness.
Yours in St. John
David Rolfe
Lieutenant Grand Master H.E. Conventual Bailiff David R. L.
Rolfe GCSJ, MMSJ

H.E. Conventual Bailiff
Grand Commander L.
Owen Brown GCSJ,
MMSJ
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Welcome to ‘The European’, the first
Grand Priory of Europe bi-annual
newsletter.
I am delighted that we have weathered
the storm over the past eighteen months
and the new Officers and Trustees of the
Grand Priory of Europe and Grand
Priory Charitable Trust have been
working on your behalf to enable us to
return to our mission to help those less
fortunate than ourselves.
H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior
Donald Storrie GCSJ
During the last year we have seen an
encouraging growth in our membership, both in the United Kingdom and within Europe, with new
members being invested and admitted into the Order in England,
Denmark, Hungary, Italy and Scotland.
By changing the way in which we give our oblations and donations Superintendent Chevalier Russel Griggs has built a healthy
balance in the Charitable Trust and shortly the trustees will begin
considering which charities will be the beneficiaries for this year.
I have been proud to represent you in Hungary, Paris, Italy and
San Francisco and by the time you read this I will be in Canada
for the Vancouver Commandery Investiture and then going on to
join our members in the Commandery of the Sierras. Later in the
year I will be in Washington D.C. for the Sovereign Council
meeting and the Priory of England Investiture in Brighton, which
I would ask all members to make their best efforts to attend and
support the Prior of England, Commander Peter Murrell and his
wife, Dame Commander Christine Murrell.
Throughout the last eighteen months the strong team of senior
Officers in the Grand Priory of Europe, together with our Lt.
Grand Master David Rolfe and Grand Commander Owen Brown
have offered me great encouragement and support and Deputy
Grand Prior, Commander Glenn Wales has been a strong right
arm.
Finally, my grateful thanks to Dame Elaine Wales, Dame Commander May Storrie and Dame Elizabeth Griggs for producing
this first edition and I would ask all members to send their
contributions for the next edition of ‘The European’, which will
be printed at the beginning of December.

I am delighted to have been asked to participate in this first edition of the Newsletter for the Grand Priory of
Europe. I was privileged to be in Torino Italy for the welcoming ceremony for our new Members and heard, first
hand, of the exciting plans for this new communication program within the Grand Priory as well as among other
Units of SOSJ.
Viewed across the entire spectrum of the Sovereign Order, we do so many interesting projects in our service for
the sick and poor in Christ. Yet it is sometimes difficult to quickly find a source of information about those
projects to answer questions like “what does the Sovereign Order of St. John do to justify my participation” or
“why should I consider becoming a Knight or Dame”. This newsletter is a great way to answer such questions.
It is one thing to say we do good deeds and have wonderful men and women with whom to enjoy time and effort.
It is more impressive and more valid to be able to easily show recorded evidence of great people doing great deeds
while enjoying themselves and others.
I compliment and congratulate the leadership of the Grand Priory, as well as the various Units within, who have
created this exciting new communication tool for their Members, potential Aspirants, and for SOSJ worldwide.
Everyone benefits greatly from their effort.

Priory of Scotland:
We ended 2007 with the Priory of Scotland Investiture
being held at our Conventual
Church Finnart St. Paul’s
where we witnessed and celebrated five new aspirants being Invested into our Order.
From the Priory of England
we welcomed John P.
Caneparo KSJ, Vana Papalois – Theodosopoulou DSJ
and Neville G. Ransley KSJ.
From the Priory of Scotland
Prior Commander Glenn H. Wales we welcomed Dr Gerald
KCJSJ
Weisfeld KSJ and Dr Vera
Weisfeld OBE, DSJ. We
were particularly pleased to have H.E. Lieutenant Grand
Master David R. L. Rolfe, GCSJ, MMSJ travel from Vancouver to preside over our Ceremony of Investiture.
In March of this year Elaine and I along with H.E. Grand
Prior of Europe Donald Storrie GCSJ and Dame Commander May Storrie travelled to San Francisco to witness aspirant
Wendy Eales DSJ be Invested into the Priory of Scotland at
the Priory of the Western United States of America Investiture being held at Grace Cathedral.
It was particularly pleasing to see May Storrie being promoted to Dame Commander of Grace in San Francisco a
promotion which has been long overdue in relation to the
enormous amount of work she has invested into our Order.
The members of the Priory of Scotland held a Dinner Dance
on Saturday 31st May at the Holiday Inn Theatreland, Glasgow and raised £8,000.00 for our Charity Fund. A wonderful evening was had by all and a special thanks to the
Members who attended and especially to those who sponsored or donated items to help make the evening the success
it was.
Dame Elaine D. Wales DGSJ on behalf of the Priory of
Scotland participated in a 24 hour walk and personally
raised over £1,000.00 to be donated by the Priory of Scotland to Cancer Research, the team of which Elaine was a part
of raised a total of £14,000.00 congratulations to Elaine and
her friends in Relay for Life.
Finally I wish to congratulate the members of the Priory of
Scotland Dame Commander May Storrie DCSJ, CMSJ
Dame Elizabeth Griggs DSJ, CMSJ, & Dame Elaine D.
Wales DGSJ whose initiative it was to create a biannual
Newsletter for the Grand Priory of Europe. I hope that all of
our readers will grow closer by reading and learning of the
activities that members are involved with within Europe.
Prior Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ

Articles for the next issue - December 2008 - must be with
the editorial team by September 30th. If sending pictures
electronically, please send them in .jpeg or .tiff format. We
can also scan in snapshots/pictures - perhaps you have
some from past events - even black & white shots.
You can contact us by e-mail (details on back page), or, if
you have the Grand Priory of Europe directory, further
contact details are in there.

Priory of England:
Greetings from the Priory of
England!
We are all very excited here in
England; October 2003 was the
last time the Grand Priory held its
Convention and Ceremony of Investiture in the South of England
and we are all fired with enthusiasm to give those attending, a
weekend to remember. It has
now been agreed to hold the Convention on the 22nd November,
2008, at St. Paul’s Church, Hazelgrove Road, Haywards Heath,
West Sussex. Accommodation Prior Commander Peter Murrell
has been reserved, as has provi- KCJSJ
sion for “The Out of Towners’”
Buffet, the Aspirants’ Dinner and a Gala Charity Ball at the
Brighton Hilton Metropole. Further details will be circulated
in the near future.
The deadline for the introduction of new Aspirants is fast
approaching (July), given that approval from Vancouver is
required and the subsequent order of regalia and the production of robes needs to be put in hand. We are privileged at this
Ceremony since our Lieutenant Grand Master, David Rolfe,
will be officiating and he will be accompanied by his lovely
wife Dame Margaret. We can also expect a fair contingent
from Hungary to be present as well, of course, as from our
Brothers and Sisters in Scotland.
It is intended to organise a guided tour of The Royal Pavilion,
Brighton, on the Friday morning. (an opulent, oriental palace
and home to the Prince Regent, from 1811 to 1820 when he
succeeded his father, George IV, to the throne).
A walk around the world famous Brighton Lanes (tiny ruelles
populated with wonderful antique shops, second hand jewellers and craft shops) is intended on Saturday morning.
Prior Commander Peter Murrell KCJSJ

Upcoming events:
Priory of Scotland Patronal Day Service, Sunday 29th June
2008
The annual Patronal Day Service will be held at Finnart St. Paul’s
Church, Newark Street, Greenock, which will be followed by a Priory meeting and lunch.
Sovereign Council Meeting, Washington D.C. Thursday 25th –
Saturday 27th September 2008
The Sovereign Council meeting in 2008 will be in downtown Washington D.C. at the historic Mayflower Hotel. The hotel is located on
1127 Connecticut Avenue at the Farragut North Metro stop. It is a
Historic Hotels of America member, a program of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation. The hotel was built in 1925 and has been
restored to its original splendour.
Priory of England Investiture Thursday 20th – Saturday 22nd
November 2008
The Priory of England will be hosting the Grand Priory of Europe
Investiture with guests arriving for the Out of Towner’s Dinner on
Thursday 20th followed by the Aspirants Dinner on Friday 21st and
the Investiture and Gala Dinner on Saturday 22nd November. Booking forms along with a schedule of activities will be issued when
they become available.

Commandery of Hungary
The Commandery of Hungary,
founded on 25 March 2006,
grew to 23 Knights and Dames
with its latest investiture in May
of this year. They have also
conducted two very suc- cessful
charity events; both were a
combination wine auc- tion and
concert. By booking the finest
artists in Hungary and by
selling Hungary’s finest wines,
the Commandery has
Commander Doug Daniel KCSJ,
been
able to obtain considerable
CMSJ
donations for their charitable
causes. So far, the Commandery has repainted the interior of
the pediatric ward of Saint John’s Hospital, outfitted an
orphanage’s playground and clinic, and raised money
earmarked for the Nagyatád Hospital in southern Hungary. The
Commandery plans to continue with the wine auction/concert
format while
looking for other innovative ways of raising donations.
One of the Commandery’s Knights is an amateur vintner. Dr.
Anton Varga produces a very fine Italian Riesling which has
become the official wine of the Commandery of Hungary for
2008. This has proven to be another source of revenue as well
as excellent gifts. Additionally the Commandery is able to
establish its own brand in Hungary.
When asked what were the challenges in establishing a commandery in Hungary, Commander Daniel, a native-born American with marginal Hungarian language skills, replied, “Bilingual
ceremonies require more careful and detailed planning, take
almost twice as long to conduct, and need thorough rehearsal.
Otherwise there are the East-West cultural differences that tend
to take many Westerners by surprise when they move to Eastern
Europe.”
In response to the question about the future of the Commandery,
Daniel responded, “Very glad you asked. I want to try to establish a close relationship with the new Commandery in Italy. I am
sure we can help each other.
“But also, I want to say that the future any Commandery will be
determined by the membership. Selecting only high quality
members who have already made a contribution to the community is essential.

Commandery of Denmark:

On behalf of the Danish Commandery I report as follows:
Our Commandery, with 6 members, had for 1½• years•lain
dormant without activities.•• A few months ago we decided
to try to restore our Commandery. Our starting point, we all
agreed, had to be our motto - pro fide - pro utilitate
hominum, as it had been for so many generations of
members of our Order.
•We have now held two meetings and one more is planned in
September, where we• will discuss the future of our Commandery and the•goals we wish to achieve.
Our Danish Commandery is still a member of the•"Associated
Orders of St. John of Jerusalem in Denmark"•(an umbrella
organization) with five members from different orders in
Denmark (four under the constitution• of King Peter II of
Yugoslavia and one under "Zar Poul").
In the next issue of the SOSJ newsletter I do hope I can give
you all more information on the progress of our Commandery.
Until then we wish that all of you, Sisters and Brothers in St.
John will•have a beautiful and eventful summer.
Many kind regards
Yours in St. John
Leif Roerdam Anderen KGSJ
Danish Commandey

H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior Donald Storrie is Chairman of the Marie Curie ‘Big Build Appeal’ for the
new hospice to be built in Glasgow. The Appeal has already raised in excess of £11 million and a
further £5 million is required to complete the building.
Donald said “Marie Curie in Scotland alone, cares for approximately 3,000 patients each year both in
the hospice and through their outreach service which trains and supplies nurses to care for patients in
their own homes. While patients will continue to
receive the exceptional care that is provided in the
current hospice, the new building will allow this to
be delivered in a modern environment with the
latest equipment.”
Donald is supported in the Appeal Committee by
Deputy Grand Prior Commander Glenn Wales
who organised a fund-raising dinner-dance from
which the members of the Priory of Scotland
donated £10,000 to the appeal. Marie Curie’s
patron is H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, who added
his support to the Appeal by hosting a private dinner at Holyrood Palace, accompanied by H.R.H. The Duchess of Cornwall.
Donald is delighted to be involved with the charity and sees it as carrying out our
main mission within the Order to look after those in our communities less fortunate
than ourselves.
He also encourages all members to submit stories of the charities with which they are involved outwith the Order.

March 29th 2008
Investiture followed by dinner
in San Francisco,
CA

Pictures from
the Hungarian
Investiture,
Budapest, May
2008

Pictures from the Priory of Scotland Dinner Dance held on 31st May 2008,
in the Holiday Inn Theatreland, Glasgow. 70 members and guests attended
and £8,000 was raised for the Charity Fund.

New Italian Commandery
‘In-Formation’:

The first contact with one of the Italian Knights goes back
to 2000, when the Grand Conservator contacted one of the
Knights that used to belong to one of the branches of the
Order of which he was also a member, and which had
seceded from the SOSJ, some ten years earlier. This led to
contacts with other knights, and finally, some 8 years later,
through the services of one of the Knights, Commander
Anselmo Sarchi, Conventual Bailiff Tonna-Barthet managed to convince some 5 Knights and Dames to return to the
fold.
A delegation, made up of the Grand Commander, Conventual Bailiff Owen Brown, Conventual Bailiff, Grand Conservator Rene Tonna-Barthet, the Grand Prior of Europe,
Bailiff Donald Storrie and his wife, Dame May Storrie and
the Prior for Scotland, Commander Glenn Wales and his
wife Dame Elaine
Wales, went to Moncalieri, Northern Italy, a town not far
from Turin.
During the afternoon
of the 17th May,
2008,
during
a
Function in one of
the Churches of this
town, two of these Knights, Commander Guido Recrosio,
and Commander Anselmo Sarchi, were received into the
Sovereign Order of St.
John of Jerusalem, Knights
Hospitaller, as fully fledged
knights.
The church was full to the
brim, with a very interested
congregation, who on completion of the Service of
Return, burst into applause.
Bailiff Tonna-Barthet, delivered the Allocution in
Italian, which was much
appreciated by those who H.E.Bailiff Rene’ Tonna-Barthet
had the good luck to see GCSJ, CMSJ
this moving ceremony.
The other two knights and one Dame, could not, unfortunately due to ill health, attend the ceremony, but it is their
intention to complete the transition during the next Investiture in England in November 2008.
H.E. Bailiff Rene’ Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ

The Alliance of Orders European Meeting in Paris

From left: Grand Officer Bailiff Heiner Kleeberg Prior of Germany,
Grand Master Emeritus Bailiff Yves de Villepin of the Supremus Ordo
Domus Hospitalis Sancti Johannis Hierosolymitani, Grand Prior
Bailiff Donald Storrie, Grand Conservator Conventual Bailiff René
Tonna-Barthet,, both of SOSJ and Grand Officer Bailiif Peter
Gabrielsen Grand Commander of the Supremus Ordo Domus Hospitalis Sancti Johannis Hierosolymitani and Grand Commander, Conventual Bailiff Owen Brown of the SOSJ.

A meeting of the Alliance of Orders of St. John of Jerusalem, which concordat was signed during the Sovereign
Council meeting in Vancouver in 2000, was held in early
May this year in Paris.
Those attending were: Sovereign Order of St. John of
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, HE Grand Commander,
Conventual Bailiff Owen Brown, HE Grand Conservator,
Conventual Bailiff Rene Tonna-Barthet, and HE Deputy
Grand Counsellor, Bailiff Grand Prior Donald Storrie.
The other parties attending were: HMEH Grand Master
Emeritus Yves de Villepin, HE Bailiff Heiner Kleeberg
and HE Bailiff Peter Gabrielsen of the Orders Supremus
Ordo Domus, Hospitalis Sancti Johannes Hierosolymitani.
Those attending this meeting first brought each other up
to date with events that have taken place since the last
meeting in Budapest in 2007, and then followed a discussion of plans for the future activities of all Orders involved.
As can be seen from the photograph, this was a very
convivial meeting, and a very warm renewal of friendships
created in the past 8 years.
Queen’s Birthday Honours List
June 14th 2008:
Chevalier Russel Griggs was awarded an OBE (Order of the British Empire) for his services to ‘Business in
Scotland’. Russel currently chairs the
Confederation of British Industry’s
national SME Council, as well as
chairing or being a non-executive
director for several companies in
Scotland and England. On behalf of
the CBI he also chairs the Regulatory
Review Group, the independent body
advising the Scottish Government on
better regulation.

Chevalier Professor
Russel Griggs OBE,
KSJ, CMSJ

Spotlight on members:
I was born in Athens Greece in 1965. My
father Efthimios was a General and many
times decorated fighter pilot of the Greek
Air Force and my mother Barbara a
full time passionate and caring
mother and part time artist and
English teacher. They raised myself and my younger brother Apostolos with simple but strong
principles: love God, work hard,
serve your family, your country
ChevalierVassilios E. Papalois
and those who are in need. I was
KGSJ, MD, PhD, FICS, FRCS
educated in Varvakios Model High
School and then graduated from the Athens University Medical School. My compulsory military service to the Greek Air
Force followed where I was decorated three times for services
to the medical corps. My aim was always to follow a career
in Surgery and I was accepted for my surgical training in
prestigious institutions (St. Mary’s Hospital in London UK
followed by the University of Minnesota in the USA) obtaining my accreditation in General and Transplantation Surgery
(Honours) and my post-PhD in Transplantation Immunology
(Honours). I was appointed as Consultant Transplant and
General Surgeon and Senior Lecturer at the Hammersmith and
St. Mary’s Hospitals/ Imperial College, London eight years
ago. My main clinical interests are kidney and pancreas
transplantation and I am the leading surgeon of the live donor
kidney transplant programme (we are a centre designated for
performing very difficult/ high risk transplants) which is the
biggest and most successful of its kind in Europe. My research work focuses on the use of stem cells for the treatment
of Type 1 diabetes and improvement of the viability of renal
and pancreatic grafts as well as ethical issues related to modern medical practice. I have a leading role in Imperial College
Healthcare NHS Trust and the transplantation community in
the UK in issues related to medical ethics, clinical governance
and advanced postgraduate surgical training. I am the Chairman of the Division of Transplantation of the European Board
of Surgery which coordinates and organises the training,
examination and accreditation process in transplantation surgery in Europe and I am also member of a panel of experts that
advises the Department of Health on the implementation of
EU policies in the UK.
Away from work and surgery, I love football (still playing at
an acceptable level and a proud supporter of Liverpool FC for
more than 30 years!). I adore reading about modern European
and American history and the history of Avant Garde art. I
also like to collect Christian Icons and antiques. Our family
also supports the educational and charity work of the Greek
Orthodox Church in London.
I share my life very happily with my wife Dame Vana (DSJ,
MSc, PhD) for more than 16 years. We are blessed with 4
children (Timos 13, Sundy 11, Zoe 10 and Pavlos 6) who
constantly enrich our lives through their thirst for love, knowledge, action, art and sport.
I first heard about the SOSJ when I was a boy during family
holidays in Rhodes where the Knights are always greatly
respected and are an integral part of the island’s culture. My
investiture in 2003 was a thrilling moment and boyhood
dream come true. I was honoured with a promotion to KGSJ
and Lieutenant Grand Hospitaller for the Priory of England in
2007. We all humbly ask for God’s and St. John’s blessing to
continue to do so in true humanistic and Christian spirit.

Maurice Taylor, a son of Glasgow, was educated at St Aloysius School in Glasgow and at
The Abbey School in Fort Augustus. Maurice
began an apprenticeship as a marine
engineer with Weir's of Cathcart and
attained considerable early success.
However, after two years in engineering, he took a temporary position as
night porter at Turnberry, then operated by British Transport Hotels. While
there, he was "spotted" by a senior
BTH executive and encouraged to reDeputy Prior Commander
consider his career options. He then
Maurice Taylor KCSJ and
spent 18 months working as a Canarier
Una Taylor
at the renowned Tour d'Argent Restaurant in Paris. Maurice enhanced his experience in major hotels in
London and elsewhere before his next big step, that of
establishing his own hotel group, Chardon Hotels, in 1973. Over
the years, he has developed and operated a range of innovative
restaurant, bar and hotel concepts, such as La Bonne Auberge,
Harveys and the Parklands Country Club. Maurice has combined
a very successful consulting business with the operation of a
number of Holiday Inn and Holiday Express franchises in
Glasgow and elsewhere in the UK. He has played an active role
in Glasgow's hospitality organi- sations and associations,
including the Greater Glasgow Hotels Association, board
membership of the Greater Glasgow Tourist Board, Fellow of
the British Institute of Management and Fellow of the HCIMA.
In 2001, Maurice received the "Lifetime Achieve- ment Award"
from the Glasgow Restaurateurs Association. He has been active
behind the scenes in supporting the work of a large number of
charities and organisations, including the Lord Provost’s Appeal,
the Knights of St John of Jerusalem, Give Kids the World, the
Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama and Children's
Classic Concerts. With over 40 years in the business, Maurice
has been the proud recipient of a plethora of awards including
Lifetime Achievement and Entrepreneur of the Year from a
number of august bodies. Maurice has also been recog- nised by
the Scottish Hotel School who made him a Visiting Professor,
following on from his Honorary Doctorate, which he
received in 2004.
Apart from still having a very busy business life Maurice has also
many personal interests and motorbikes have been his passion
since he was a boy, and although it is said boys grow tired of their
toys – not Maurice, he still loves his motorbikes, in fact likes
nothing better than putting on the leathers and taking to the open
road. A couple of years ago with another crazy biker (sorry
enthusiast) – they went to America and biked from Salt Lake City
to Yellowstone (had a visit with Yogi bear) then on through
Wyoming to Montana and back to Salt Lake City. Maurice also
loves opera, but most of the time it’s dinner with Una in La Bonne
Auberge with friends, then on to a concert.
Cooking or should we say good food is another of Maurice’s
pleasures. One Christmas he was given a cookery lesson at the
Krua Thai Cookery School in Edinburgh, although when he dined
with his chefs in “La Tour D’Argent” in Paris, one of the best
restaurants in the world, he probably enjoyed that more.
Curling is another of Maurice and Una’s interests (she’s the
champion curler) and in competitions they make a formidable pair.
Maurice is also a keen collector of Fine Art with varied taste
ranging from a caricature of Maurice and Una on his motorbike
hanging alongside a Dali or Peploe.
Last but not least, even the holidays go from one extreme to the
other - from holidaying with friends on a barge or to be correct
“Pinichette” holiday in France, to travelling the world on a beautiful luxurious cruise liner.

Ode to the Knights and Dames of the
Sovereign Order
Of St. John of Jerusalem
Serried ranks of staunch defenders;
Lone Protectors of their creed;
Each a stalwart of his conscience
Along the pilgrim trail did feed.
To each and every needy Christian:
The sick, the poor, the dead, the dear This
worthy brethren succour granted,
In answer to their call most clear.
Within that story oh so garbled Crusaders
held some tales most bold
Of deeds with valour, faith and daring,
Stories of love and loss untold.
The Sovereign Order of St. John
Established way before our days
Has long validated its credentials
In that land of wayward ways.
And now in present days we wander
To take a look at what goes on
Amongst this band of worthy knighthood
Whose only aim is to prolong
This history of gallant endeavour
Of faith acclaimed and care so deep,
Chivalry toward each needy person Within
our lives we vow to keep.
It is an oath of sacred value
We pledge when each his vow does make,
Sincere we are in open promise
Our thirst for truth we seek to slake.
And so on bended knee each seeker
To honour and alms will plight our troth
There yearn to do our promise justice
In knightly stature we seek our growth.

Clergy Corner:
I am grateful to have been invited
to contribute this article, as a member of the team of clergy within the
Grand Priory of Europe, to our
newly-fledged Newsletter, and I
wish all involved with the Newsletter and all who read it every blessing.
The Editor asked if I could suggest
a name for this column. I don’t
pretend that ‘Clergy Corner’ is particularly inspired (nor shall I be in
the least offended if it may be sub- Chevalier the Reverend David Mill
KJSJ, MA, BD
sequently changed).
I remember in the parish magazine
of the congregation where I grew up a “Children’s Corner”, and
in our local newspaper there was a “Pets’ Corner”. ‘Corners’
seem to be useful places to consign things that are recognized as
having some value but are unlikely to make the headlines or
attract new readers.
Yet, especially in this first issue, I would make a particular plea
with regard to the importance of paying more than passing
attention to this column in the months and years to come.
We rightly and proudly claim to be a chivalric and a charitable
Order, with a distinguished pedigree dating back to the time of
the Crusades. But, above and beyond that, we are first and
foremost a Christian Order, committed to serving the sick and the
poor in the name of Christ our Lord. That is our ‘raison d’être’
- the common aim that binds us together throughout Europe and
throughout the world - the whole justification for our very
existence. All else is secondary to that fundamental princi- ple.
The sincerity and depth and whole-heartedness of our Chris- tian
service constitute the ‘corner’ stone without which the whole
magnificent edifice falls to dust.
May God bless you all.
David Mill
A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who responded with pictures and
articles to Elaine’s plea for material for this first issue of ‘The
European’. This would not have been possible without you, our
members, embracing this new venture. This is your newsletter
so the more you send in, the more we can publish. Also, if you
have any ideas for columns/articles, please don’t hesitate to get
in touch.
Yours in St John
The Editorial Team (Liz, Elaine & May)

Poem by Dame Commander Christine Murrell DCSJ
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