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St. Joseph Commandery Council:  Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber KGSJ, Assist Commander Open, Receiver General Chevalier 
Christopher Worrall KJSJ, Almoner Chevalier Francis J Harvey KCSJ, Goodwill Liaison Dame Kelly Dippel DSJ, Secretary Dame Kathy 
Wiley DGSJ, Recruitment Chevalier John Wayne Dubois KCJSJ, Membership Jason Papier KSJ, Hospitaller Chevalier Ken Price KJSJ, 
Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ, Quartermaster Squire Christopher Carroll. Council members at large: Chevalier Evan Baker 
KJSJ, Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ, Chevalier Dick Garrett KCSJ, Chevalier Larry Hernadez KCJSJ, Chevalier Ray Mendoza KSJ

COMMANDER’S CORNER 
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ

Fellow Knights and Dames,
The Summer Garden Party is upon us.  We look forward to wonderful 
weather, great food and drink while we fellowship with Dames, Knights 
and invited guests.  If you still want to attend, time is running out (see 
page 2).  If you are unable to attend, but in some way want to be part of 
this spectacular affair, please consider donating.  It’s through our 
collective hearts that we are able to truly make an impact to our 
community.  

I want to thank the Summer Garden Party Committee for their tireless 
efforts to bring this event together:  Chevalier Randy Attaway, Dame 
Valerie Burniece, Squire Chris Carroll, Chevalier Chris Citti, Dame Kelly 
Dippel, Chevalier John DuBois, Sara LaBerge, Chevalier Colin and Dame 
Caroline Macnab, Chevalier Ken and Diane Price, Chevalier Chris Worrall 
and my rock, confidant and biggest supporter my love Julee 
Rauschhuber,   I also want to thank our hosts, Chevalier John and Dame 
Carol Traub for opening their home for us.  

Please review the four charities we are supporting this year (pages 5, 6, 7, 8): 
“One Step Closer”,  “Services for Brain Injury”,  “St. Leo the Great School” 
and “Advent Group Ministries”  I 
remain hopeful that as you learn 
more about each of these 
particular charities you are 
compelled to support them!   

- It's the little bits that come 
together in the whole that 
makes the spirit of our 
commitment come to life -

Yours in St. John,
Brian

For Faith, For Service To Humanity

NEXT COMMANDERY MEETINGS
September 8, 2015, 6pm
Dame Kathy Wiley DGSJ
2816 Glen Firth Drive 
San Jose, CA 95133

October 13, 2015, 6pm
Chevalier Larry Hernandez KCJSJ
11930 Walbrook Drive
Saratoga, CA 95070

November 10, 2015, 6pm
Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ
848 Lilac Way
Los Gatos, CA 95032

December 8, 2015, 6pm
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ
1431 Montego Drive
San Jose, CA 95120

January 12, 2016, 6pm
Chevalier Richard Garrett KCSJ
1723 Dorrance Drive
San Jose CA 95125

February 9, 2016, 6pm 
(7pm New Aspirant Welcome) 
Commander Brian Rauschhuber, KGSJ
1431 Montego Drive
San Jose, CA, 95120

Editorial Correction:
Hospice of  the Valley, donation is $75,000 not 
$100,000 as noted in the August Newsletter
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SUMMER GARDEN PARTY
                                                          LAST CHANCE TO RSVP

To Attend the St. Joseph Commandery Summer Garden Party 

A KNIGHT IN SEVILLE
September 12 at 4:30pm to 9:30pm at the spectacular, historic home of Chevalier 
John and Dame Carol Traub.   If you want to attend RSVP, IMMEDIATELY we 
will hold the early bird price of $250, contact Chevalier Chris Worrall, 
chrisjworrall@icloud.com or cell (408) 506-4642.  Last date to send in Post 
Mark RSVP is September 5!   
This is a great chance to invite potential Aspirants and other guests who would 

enjoy and share in our philanthropic spirit of giving as we raise much needed money for our charities.  (Charity 
details pages 5, 6, 7, 8).   We can use everyone’s support.  You can assist us in three ways; Sponsorships, Underwriting 
or Donating to the Silent Auction.  If you want to Sponsor or Donate, please 
fill out the invitation response card, or feel free to contact Chevalier Chris 
Worrall: chrisjworrall@icloud.com or (408) 506-4642.
Sponsorships:

Underwriting:

Silent Auction: 
LAST CHANCE to Donate to the Silent Auction, please contact any of the Silent Auction 
Committee Members:
Chevalier John DuBois KCJSJ, duboisjw@yahoo.com (408) 718-2236
Dame Caroline Macnab DGSJ, caroline@whiskydogadventures.com (408) 506-1959
Chevalier Colin Macnab KCSJ, colin@altanetwork.net (408) 821-8029

Contact Commander Brian Rauschhuber at brian@synacity.com or call 408-406-3446 if 
you have any questions or would like to understand how you can help in other ways. 

Celebrating Our Efforts
At the August Commandery Council we 
celebrated the efforts of Dame Kelly Dippel, 
Chevalier Ray Mendoza and Chevalier Chris 
Worrall for their leadership of the First Annual 
St. Joseph Golf Tournament.  Commander Brian 
Rauschhuber presented each with a clock, 
expressing how “we give of our resources and 
‘time’ in service of the Order and Commandery”.  

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
My Spiritual Journey’ & Connections to SOSJ
by Chevalier Rev Dr. John Avery Palmer KGSJ
Although I'd like Jeremiah 1:5 to be my staring point, I'll identify the near fatal (3 wks. 
unconscious, multiple fxs, hit-run by a drunk driver) auto accident, that ended my Ohio State 
medical school studies, as a key event in “My Journey”.  

After 2 years of recovering my memory, concentration, and speaking ability,  I was able to 
eventually assist with a few local school's religious education classes, and complete requirements 
to be confirmed in the Episcopal Church.  I returned to Ohio State University and salvaged my pre-

med background, transferred to the School of Nursing (1 of 2 men in a Class of 400).  I then combined Ed. courses to 
graduate with a teaching degree in Biological Science & Health Education.  During the next 6 years, I held positions in 3 
hospitals and 3 school systems (in Ohio & NY), which qualified me to apply for and receive a full scholarship from the US 
Public Health Service to earn a Masters from UC Berkeley's School of Public Health.  I served as an Assistant Professor of 
Health Science at Chico State, and began my 36+ year career with Santa Clara Co.'s Dept. of Public Health/Hospital System.   

From 1976-1979 I served on the State Department of Education's select committee which developed "A State Framework 
for Comprehensive Health Education in California's Public Schools”.   While at the Santa Clara Co’‘s Dept. of Public Health/
Hospital System, I supervised the Health Department's sponsoring of 30 hours a week of broadcasting on Health 
Education Instructional Television via KTEH and during this same period, participated in the production of four 
National School Health Education Series through PBS.   As an American Red Cross volunteer, I am a 22 gallon Blood 
Donor; served 6 years as the Silicon Valley Chapter's  first "Bone Marrow Donor Patient Advocate", and as a First Aid/CPR 
Instructor Trainer; 12 years as a Disaster Services night Dispatcher; and now, for over 40 years, a LEAD Disaster Action Team 
first Responder.  From 2008 to 2011 I served as the Presiding Judge for the Diocese of El Camino Real's, the Region from 
Santa Clara to Ventura County, Ecclesiastical Court.  For the past 6 years (and currently), I remain the 
Diocese's Representative to the National Episcopal Health Ministry Program, and, as a Disaster and Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator for the  "Episcopal Relief and Development's Diocesan Disaster Initiative", a nationwide project.  
And last but not least, a personal achievement to validate my high school's nick name ‘Doc', in 2005, after 6 years, 81 Units, 
and 4.0 G.P.A., earned a Ph D in Public Health & Safety.   

My move to San Jose resulted in my joining St. Mark's (Santa Clara) Episcopal Church, and the beginning of a life-changing 
association with its Rector, the Rev. Canon Ward McCabe (who immediately put me in leadership activities, and later 
encouraged my involvement in his “Priest-Worker Training Program”).   My 12 year “Ordination Process” involving 2 
Dioceses,  3 Bishops, and 4 Rectors was finally set to take place in September, 1989.  During this same period, my Public 
Health/Hospital assignments and activities covered numerous programs: Emergency Medical Services; School Health; 
Disability Services; Mental Health; Smoking, Alcohol and Drug Abuse; Children and Refugee Health; and, various Infectious 
conditions:VD, TB, HIV/AIDS, SARS, and other Influenza Diseases.  I served as an appointed member on the Santa Clara 
County Board of Supervisors' "Advisory Commission for the Developmentally Disabled" (1976-2000); and, after the passage 
of the 2000 Americans for Disabilities Act, (as Chairperson) for "The Advisory Commission for Persons with 
Disabilities" (2000-2014); My connecting these separate but related “callings” involved Chaplain Ministries in: Hospice; 
Hospitals; Jails;  and AIDS. A crucial outcome of these resulted in my developing significant relationships with 2 of Fr. 
McCabe's dear and long time friends: (Retired) Episcopal Bishop, Richard Mallard, and the renowned Santa Clara lawyer and 
philanthropist, Austin Warburton. They both were involved in introducing me to, and sponsoring my membership into the 
Order of St. John.  My Investiture service was held at a Cathedral in Toronto Canada, in 
October, 1989. 

Many changes in SOSJ Leadership and Organization have occurred in the intervening 25 
years, and in my ministry; after serving 10 years following my Ordination at St. Marks, I was 
briefly reassigned to Holy Spirit, Campbell, and now am in my 12th year at St. Francis Willow 
Glen where I am blessed to serve almost every week.  I also continue to serve as a volunteer 
Chaplain with the Santa Clara Police Department (which I helped establish in 1995, after 
Oklahoma City Bombing).  Throughout all these years of interrelated work and ministry, my 
ongoing connections, friendships, and service as a Chaplain for the Order of St. John 
continues to be a great honor and blessing especially after the fabulous week-long visit in 
Malta last Fall, where we learned and saw the beautiful results of dedicated Service and 
Sacrifice of the Knights, proved to also be a truly profound and glorious experience. May we 
all remember to live out those same vows, ALOHA and AMEN ! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
St. Joseph Summer Garden Party
September 12, 2015 San Jose California.  
Please join the St. Joseph Commandery as 
we host our annual Summer Garden Party.  
Last Chance to RSVP See Page 2. 
Questions contact Commander Brian 
Rauschhuber at brian@synacity.com or call 
408-406-3446. 

Hospice of the Valley Check and Plaque 
Ceremony September 29 at 6pm
Join the St. Joseph Commandery Council as 
we celebrate and a plaque is presented.  
Contact Ken Price to RSVP by September 15 
at kprice@awrcorp.net or call
Cell: 408-220-4876

Grand Priory Dacia- International 
Investiture
October 31, 2015, Join the Grand Priory of 
Dacia for their Investiture, contact 
Commander Michael Gertsen at 
mgertsen@vip.cybercity.dk for more 
information or to register. 
 
Palm Beach Commandery Investiture
November 5th to November 7th, 2015.  Join 
The Palm Beach Commandery for their 
investiture, contact Dame Bernadette 
Shalhoub at bbshalhoub@aol.com or call 
561-346-4831.

San Francisco Christmas Ball
December 5th 2015  Join the San Francisco 
Commandery at their Annual Christmas 
Gala.  This year at the remodeled Ritz-
Carlton, San Francisco. For more info 
contact Chevalier Walter Joyce KCJSJ 
wpjoyce@gmail.com or at 650-814-5569

Western Priory Investiture
April 16, 2016  Join the Western Priory at the 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco

St. Joseph Second Invitation Golf 
Tournament
May 2016, Look for more information soon

HOSPICE OF THE VALLEY-OUR DOLLARS IN ACTION
Please join the St. Joseph Commandery Council on September 29 at 
6:00-7:30pm as we present Hospice of the Valley with a plaque 
which they will display at lobby of their main office located at 4850 
Union Ave San Jose. 

Hospice of the Valley (HOV) provides 
compassionate palliative, hospice 
and grief care to seriously ill 
individuals and their families.  Their 
services include expert medical, 
emotional and spiritual support, 
family and caregiver support and 
grief support. Since their founding in 
1979, they have provided their 
compassionate care to more than 
35,000 people. HOV’s information 
system is antiquated and is in need 

of upgrade. The grant from SOSJ provided the funds to replace their 
out of date servers, upgrade their operating system and applications 
and purchase iPads, laptops and iPhones for field clinicians so that 
they can remotely access patient’s electronic records and provide 
better care to the patient.

Save the Date
A “Buon Natale” Christmas
Saturday December 5, 2015

!e Commandery of  San Francisco
Cordially requests the honour of your presence 

at our annual White Tie Ball

 Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 
 !e Commandery of San Francisco

Cordially requests the honour of your presence at our annual White Tie Ball

White or Black Tie
Military or Scottish Equivalent Miniatures

Saturday December 5, 2015 
!e Ritz-Carlton, San Francisco

600 Stockton Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

A special promotional hotel room rate of $359 is available for 15 rooms
Please reserve now at  

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/sovereignorderstjohn2015
or by calling 1-877-266-2050 

(please reference the “Sovereign Order of St. John White Tie Ball”)

Details to follow in August

For immediate questions regarding promotional, 
underwriting and table reservations, please contact our Ball Chair  
Walter Joyce, KCJSJ at wpjoyce@gmail.com, or (650) 814-5569.

mailto:brian@synacity.com
mailto:brian@synacity.com
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:mgertsen@vip.cybercity.dk
mailto:mgertsen@vip.cybercity.dk
mailto:bbshalhoub@aol.com
mailto:bbshalhoub@aol.com
mailto:wpjoyce@gmail.com
mailto:wpjoyce@gmail.com
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What Riding Does (click to see video)
Therapeutic riding and other equine-related activities have 
been used for decades as a tool for improving the lives of 
individuals with physical disabilities and other special needs.  
Riding a horse gives a sense of freedom, mobility and 
accomplishment.

To the human body, riding a horse simulates the act of 
walking. Because horseback riding gently and rhythmically 
moves the rider’s body in a manner similar to a human gait, 
riders with physical disabilities often show improvement in 
flexibility, balance and muscle strength.

Each individual has unique needs and goals:  Improved 
physical strength, balance and coordination, motor skills, 
social skills, confidence and self esteem.  At One Step Closer, 
we tailor lesson plans to meet those developmental goals.

According to PATH, “Individuals with almost any cognitive, 
physical and/or emotional disability can benefit from 
therapeutic riding, driving, vaulting, competition or other 
purposeful, safe and supervised interaction with equines.”

For individuals with mental or emotional disabilities, the 
unique relationship formed with the horse can lead to 
increased confidence, patience and self-esteem.  A very 
special bond is established between horse and rider which 
encourages unconditional love, trust and self-worth.

Disabilities and challenges that are being addressed by 
therapeutic riding include:

• ADD
• ADHD
• Amputations
• Autism
• Bipolar Disorder
• Blindness
• Brain injury
• Cerebral palsy
• Developmental delays
• Down Syndrome
• Emotional disorders
• Encephalitis
• Learning disabilities
• Multiple sclerosis
• Muscular dystrophy
• Scoliosis
• Spinal cord injuries
• Tourette syndrome
• Visual impairments
• Youth At Risk

All lessons are supervised by a PATH Certified Therapeutic 
Riding Instructor.

Charity Spotlight

One Step Closer is a Christian-faith based 
organization. In the Christian faith we are called 
to serve those with special needs (Luke 14:13). 
One Step Closer is created to respond to this 
calling without bias of race, economic status, or 
religious beliefs.  

A commitment of $50,000 from SOSJ will 
refurbish their main barn including upgrades 
for safety and risk mitigation, allowing staff to 
focus energy and operating revenue on growing 
to serve 200+ U.S. Veterans per year.

!For Faith, For Service To Humanity
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
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http://www.osctr.org/osctr_dvd.htm
http://www.osctr.org/osctr_dvd.htm
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Services for Brain Injury - What they do.
(click here for video on SBI)

Charity Spotlight

Services for Brain 
Injury (SBI) serves the 
San Francisco Bay 
Area patients & families 
working through their 
injuries. Oakland/San 
Jose CA

Services For Brain Injury (SBI) is a 26-year-old nonprofit 
serving Greater Bay Area residents with brain injuries, 
autism and other cognitive impairments gain the essential 
skills they need to function at their highest level of 
independence and return to work, whenever possible. SBI 
offers individual speech, occupational, physical and 
psychological therapies in addition to group-based 
rehabilitation programming.  SBI's community integration 
services includes cognitive rehabilitation, independent 
living skills, pre-vocational and vocational training, and 
job placement with a job coach at the workplace.  SBI 
served 1,000 people through programming, support 
groups, case management, outreach activities and 
education. SBI proudly serves our veterans and is 
contracted with both the Palo Alto and Oakland VA.  SBI 
is CARF-certified and a Medicare provider.

SOSJ is providing a $40,000 grant, 
matched by Services for Brain Injury to 
fund an $80,000 project to upgrade their 
outdated information system which 
would include an electronic record 
management system.  In 2009, SOSJ 
provided a grant of $59,870 to expand 
their facility to house a physical and 
recreational therapy department.

For Faith, For Service To Humanity
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBgRbRP_xSw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBgRbRP_xSw
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Charity Spotlight
St. Leo The Great School is located near downtown San Jose at 1051 West 
San Fernando Street.  St. Leo’s is part of St. Joseph’s parish, founded in 
1915 marking this it’s 100th year anniversary.  

Approximately 19% of the students are on financial aid and like San Jose 
has a very diverse student population.  

The schools philosophy, “... By modeling Christian attitudes and values, the 
school community fosters spiritual, intellectual and emotional growth as 
well as concern for physical well-being.   

Being in the heart of Silicon Valley, we all know too well the need to instill the 
importance of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math for our future 
leaders.  Chevalier John Traub has taken on the role of informal GM to turn 
around the school.  A strategic plan has been developed with the number one 
priority being the implementation of a Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) Academy Program, the capital improvements and 
equipment cost of which is $70,000.  A commitment of $35,000 from SOSJ, 
matched by John and Carol Traub will fund this project.   

This St. Joseph Commandery contributions will have a significant impact on 
the children, their future and our community’s future.

CAREGIVER
Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ
While today “caregiver” is generally associated with those who provide care for those unable to care for 
themselves, historically a Caregiver offered comfort through prayer and other religious means. As the 
Commandery’s Caregiver, we ask all to email, call or text with a challenging situation, from surgery to a serious 
diagnosis; for the Knight or Dame or for a loved ones family. The news is 
communicated to the Council members so they can offer prayers of support. A note is 
sent and occasionally flowers. With permission, the Caregiver may also communicate 
to the entire Commandery. There have not been requests for a visit, however if a 
supportive visit is desired to listen or converse, that is possible. The goal is for the 
receiver to feel the love and power of our Order’s “presence” in a time of need, in 
accordance with his or her wishes.  Contact: VBurniece@missionhospice.org or mobile 
408-355-4563

To learn more about St. Leo, click here

mailto:VBurniece@missionhospice.org
mailto:VBurniece@missionhospice.org
http://youtu.be/EZ88GTXd5ww
http://youtu.be/EZ88GTXd5ww
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Click here for video about Advent Group Ministries

Advent Group Ministries provides counseling and addiction recovery services to people 
of all ages and income levels. Recovery group homes provide residential treatment to 
drug and alcohol addicted and emotionally distressed teens. Outpatient program offers 
struggling adolescents in-depth recovery and mental health services while they remain in 
their homes. Prevention programs are designed to enhance parent-child relationships and 
prevent substance abuse and other problem behaviors in youth.  Refuge provides a safe 
home for moms who seek to maintain their sobriety, overcome personal obstacles, become 
better parents and reunify with their children.  The Nest is a safe haven where young girls 
who have survived human-trafficking can find healing and restoration.  Counseling 
center seeks to unify and strengthen troubled families and individuals by providing low-
cost counseling services to the community.

SOSJ is providing a $25,000 grant to Advent Group Ministries which they will match 
to fund a $50,000 project to modernize their outdated information and phone 
systems. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMo4fBQ1-xE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMo4fBQ1-xE

