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COMMANDER’S CORNER
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ

NEXT COMMANDERY MEETINGS

Hello fellow Knights and Dames,
Can you believe the summer is already here? We’ve had a busy first
half of 2015 for the St. Joseph Commandery. We held an Aspirant
Social in February, Investiture at the Grace Cathedral in March,
Promotions Party in April and we just finished our St. Joseph First
Invitational Golf Tournament
in June (see more pages 4, 7, 8). It’s
time to take a breath as we
prepare for our premier
event the Summer Garden
Party this September 12 (see

August 11, 2015, 6pm
Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ
5953 Fiddletown Place
San Jose, CA 95120

page 2).

We have also completed our evaluation of submitted charities. I want
to thank all members that submitted their request for consideration,
all worthy causes and this demonstrates again what hearts we have in
serving the sick and poor in Christ. We’d love to be able to support
them all, but we believe our Almoner Committee and the final
decision of the Commandery Council have selected charities which
represent our mission well. This year we are committed to raise
through St. Joseph $185,000 and with required matches by two of the
charities will bring our 2015 financial support and impact to our
community to $245,000 (see page 6 for completed details).
I encourage you to read about these charities and I look forward to
your support through our fundraising efforts at the Summer Garden
Party to help us achieve our objectives for these charities.
Yours in St. John,
Brian

July 14, 2015, 6pm
Chevalier Chris Worrall KJSJ
1446 Bretmoor Way
San Jose, CA 95129

September 8, 2015, 6pm
Dame Kathy Wiley DGSJ
2816 Glen Firth Drive
San Jose, CA 95133
October 13, 2015, 6pm
Chevalier Larry Hernandez KCJSJ
11930 Walbrook Drive
Saratoga, CA 95070
November 10, 2015, 6pm
Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ
848 Lilac Way
Los Gatos, CA 95032
December 8, 2015, 6pm
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ
1431 Montego Drive
San Jose, CA 95120
January 12, 2015, 6pm
Chevalier Richard Garrett KcSJ
1723 Dorrance Drive
San Jose CA 95125

St. Joseph Commandery Council: Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber KGSJ, Assist Commander Open, Receiver General Chevalier
Christopher Worrall KJSJ, Almoner Chevalier Francis J Harvey KCSJ, Goodwill Liaison Dame Kelly Dippel DSJ, Secretary Dame Kathy
Wiley DGSJ, Recruitment Chevalier John Wayne Dubois KCJSJ, Membership Jason Papier KSJ, Hospitaller Chevalier Ken Price KJSJ,
Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ, Quartermaster Squire Christopher Carroll. Council members at large: Chevalier Evan Baker
KJSJ, Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ, Chevalier Dick Garrett KCSJ, Chevalier Larry Hernadez KCJSJ, Chevalier Ray Mendoza KSJ
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Chevalier Christopher Citti KGSJ

SUMMER GARDEN PARTY

Our member, Christopher Citti
joined the Sovereign Order on
March 19, 2011 and was sponsored
by Dame Colleen Wilcox.
Christopher joined the Knights for
the camaraderie of its members
as well as the opportunity to work
side-by-side with fellow Knights
and Dames supporting local
charities. Christopher is very active in the St. Joseph
Commandery serving on multiple Summer Garden Parties
and is also currently serves our Priory as Deputy Herald.
Christopher is native of Santa Clara Valley born and raised
right here in the heart of Silicon Valley! His namesake Citti,
is that of the well known Citti Florists which have been in
business for over 50 years, where Christopher is currently
the Vice President of the company.
In his off time, Christopher gives of himself selflessly to
many local charities. His support has been seen over the
years throughout the Valley as he has served: Past Chair
Charity and Events Silicon Valley Capital Club, Past Board
Chair Silicon Valley Capital Club Board of Governors, Co
Chair 2014 Silicon Valley Concierge Association Awards,
Advisory Board Mission College Floristry Association,
Member San Jose Rotary, Charity Committee Member of
San Jose Rotary, Events Committee Member of San Jose
Rotary, Past Board Chair Santa Clara Chamber of
Commerce, Past District Chair person FTD, Past Board
Member de Saissett Museum Santa Clara University, Past
President Sigma Chi Fraternity Alumni Association San Jose
State, Past Board Member YMCA, Member Chaîne des
Rôtisseurs, Past Board Member San Jose Jazz and other local
non-profits.

Join the St. Joseph Commandery for our Annual
Summer Garden Party on September 12.
Invitations will be mailed very soon. Please invite
potential Aspirants and other guests who would
enjoy and share in our spirit of giving as we raise
much needed money for our charities. (see 2015
Charities Selected pg 6)

Please consider helping make this event a huge
success by being a Major Sponsor or Underwriter.
If you can help in anyway we have needs ranging
Christopher’s current philanthropies are with the Children’s
from $500 underwriting to $25,000 sponsorships.
Musical Theater, Scholarship Foundation Silicon Valley
Concierge Association, Sigma Chi Fraternity Scholarship San You may also consider donating something
special to our Silent Auction.
Jose State University. He is currently the Vice Chair of
Silicon Valley Concierge Association and this coming
October will be inducted into the Silicon Valley Capital Club Contact Commander Brian Rauschhuber at
wall of fame! In is spare time, he enjoys gardening, travel,
brian@synacity.com or call 408-406-3446 if you
wine tasting, cooking and his dog Belladonna. It has been have any questions or would like to understand
said, “if you want something done, get a busy person to do
how you can help in other ways.
it”. Christopher certainly resembles that phrase.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

INNER-WORKINGS
Chevalier Christopher Greene KGSJ
Deciphering Post-Nominal Letters
Our Sovereign Order has a long and
wonderful history and many traditions
that reflect that history. These
sometimes can be opaque to us today,
and so from time to time it is helpful to
review these “inner workings” to
broaden the understanding among our
members of how and why we do things.
The letters after a person’s name tell us something about the person’s status
and achievements within our Sovereign Order. To decipher this code, we
need to be clear about three different elements of a person’s status within
the order:
1) Type of membership
2) Rank and grade
3) Honours awarded.

UK & Ireland Commandery
Investiture
August 20th to August 23rd, 2015
Glasgow, Scotland. Please join our
Glasgow Commandery for their
upcoming investiture. For more
information contact our
International Office
osjregistrar@telus.net or
604-685-2141.

St. Joseph Summer Garden Party
September 12, 2015 San Jose
California. Please join the St.
Joseph Commandery as we host
our annual Summer Garden Party.
Invitations will be mailed soon.
Types of Membership
For more info contact Commander
Our Constitution and Rules provide for three types of membership:
Brian Rauschhuber at
1) Dames and Knights– full members with voting rights, minimum age of 23
brian@synacity.com or call
2) Demoiselles and Squires– full members without voting rights, minimum age of 18
408-406-3446.
3) Donats– employees or others serving the Sovereign Order being so honored.
The third category is rarely used but provides a means by which a person
who has faithfully served our Sovereign Order may be “admitted into the
Order” while “not being admitted to full Membership.” Donats are not awarded
post-nominal letters, and they needn’t be Christian so long as they have
served faithfully and are deemed deserving of special recognition.
Demoiselles and Squires are full members of our Sovereign Order. They are
not awarded post-nominal letters but may hold offices of trust, though these
usually will be at the Commandery level. They are eligible for promotion to
Dame or Knight upon reaching the requisite age but, like all promotions, this
must be earned by service and is adjudicated by the normal promotion
assessment process.
The largest category of membership is that of Dames and
Knights. They are awarded post-nominal letters based on
their rank and grade. In accordance with the United
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, our
Sovereign Order treats members equally, regardless of
gender. As do other orders of chivalry throughout the
world, our Sovereign Order maintains the historical
tradition of referring to women as Dames and men as
Knights, and our post-nominal letters reflect this tradition.

Palm Beach Commandery
Investiture
November 5th to November 7th,
2015. Please join The Palm Beach
Commandery for their investiture,
contact Dame Bernadette
Shalhoub at bbshalhoub@aol.com
or call 561-346-4831.
San Francisco Christmas Ball
December 5th 2015 Please join
the San Francisco Commandery at
their Annual Christmas Gala. This
year at the remodeled RitzCarlton, San Francisco. For more
info contact Chevalier Walter
Joyce KCJSJ wpjoyce@gmail.com
or at 650-814-5569
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Ranks and Grades
For Dames and Knights, what is sometimes referred to for
brevity as “rank” is properly called “rank and grade.” There are
only three ranks in our Sovereign Order. From low-to-high, they
are: Honour, Grace, and Justice. Within the first two of these
ranks there are two grades, and within the third rank there are
three grades.
Which rank and grade a person holds, and whether a Dame or
Knight, determine the post-nominal letters that are awarded.
The rank and grade post nominals are:
Rank and Grade
Dame
Knight
Of Honour
DSJ
KSJ
Grand Cross of Honour
DCHSJ
GCHSJ
Of Grace
DGSJ
KGSJ
Commander of Grace
DCSJ
KCSJ
Of Justice
DJSJ
KJSJ
Commander of Justice
DCJSJ
KCJSJ
Grand Cross of Justice
GCSJ
GCSJ

ST. JOSEPH FIRST INVITATIONAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT - 2015 Charity
Selections Featured
What a spectacular day and
evening had by all at the
St. Joseph First Invitational
Golf Tournament, held June
29. This social and
fundraising event was
deemed a success by golfers and
dinner guests alike. A huge thank you to the
committee: Kelly D, Ray M, Chris Worrall.

The golf tournament consisted of 42 golfers, 14
Tee sponsors of which 3 provided libations and
snacks at the their sponsored location. Our
Commander was busy driving the course
offering cold beverages and capturing
photographic memories of the day. Mountain
Course hole 6 featured the sponsored $25,000
hole-in-one contest; however, not one of the
The Grand Cross of Honour is a grade that is deemed “an
Honorary Title” and is rarely awarded. The first promotion usually golfers walked away with the prize money. (see
is to the higher rank and grade of Dame or Knight of Grace. All pages 7-8)
the other ranks and grades are actively used.
The Italian dinner buffet list totaled 75 guests,
with a good mix of Knights, Dames, their
Honours
friends and potential aspirants. Tales of great
Honours are entirely separate from rank and grade and there
shots, birdies and hole difficulties were retold
are two types: the Medal of Merit and the Cross of Merit. The
during cocktail hour and around the dinner
Cross of Merit is further divided into two grades, Silver and Gold. tables. Representatives from 3 of the 4 selected
2015 charities were on hand to share their
The Medal of Merit “is awarded to histories, explain their work in our community
persons in recognition of service to and describe how essential our assistance is to
the Sovereign Order and to the
each of them in order to continue to serve the
communities that it serves.” The
sick and poor in Christ on the front lines. (see
recipient needn’t be a member
page 6)
of the Sovereign Order or of the
The evening ended with a 50/50 raffle and the
Christian faith.
main raffle with prizes including 3 lucky
winners of a dozen roses (courtesy of Citti’s
The Cross of Merit is “only
Florists) and two tickets to the 2015 Summer
presented to a Member for exceptional meritorious service to the
Garden Party to be held September 12 at the
Sovereign Order.” The first such award is the Silver Cross of
home of John and Carol Traub.
Merit. After receiving a Silver Cross of Merit, a member may
subsequently receive a Gold Cross of Merit.
So many positive comments were received,
Honour
Initials
there’s hope for a Second Annual St. Joseph
Medal of Merit
Silver Cross of Merit
Gold Cross of Merit

MMSJ
CMSJ
GCMSJ

Invitational Golf Tournament next year! Thank
you to all who helped make this event a
success.
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CHARITY UPDATE
Chevalier Fran Harvey KCSJ
On June 16 Commander Brian Rauschhuber
KGSJ, Hospitaller
Chevalier Ken Price
KJSJ and Almoner
Chevalier Fran
Harvey KCSJ went
to see the results of
our $100,000
charitable grant to
Life Services
Alternatives (LSA).
LSA provides affordable housing options for
developmentally disabled adults in Santa Clara
County. LSA’s
mission is to
provide
exceptional
community
based living
experiences and
services for
people with
special needs.
With our grant
they were able to refurbish their eleventh
home.
We met with Board President Kathy Frankland
and Executive Director Dana Hooper, toured the
refurbished 5 bedroom 3.5 bath home. This
newly completed
home in Campbell
California will become
home to 5 women
who will enjoy
independent living
with supportive care
from LSA. We
presented Dana and
Kathy the Sovereign
Order of St. John plaque which will be installed
at the front entrance to the home.

Order of Listing and Other Rules
All Dames and Knights are bestowed post nominals based on
their rank and grade. If one or more honours have been
bestowed, as well, the proper sequence of
post nominals is first the rank and grade,
then the Gold Cross of Merit, then the
Silver Cross of Merit, and then the Medal of
Merit, as applicable, each separated by a
comma. It is possible to receive the same
honour twice (e.g., two Medals of Merit).
In that case, the term “& bar” is added after
the post-nominal initials for the honour.
In addition, for any listing within the
Sovereign Order, no other post nominals
are allowed for academic or professional
qualifications (e.g., MD or Ph.D) or for
membership in any other organization.
The sole exception is for an honour bestowed by a Head of
State (e.g., Bt. for Baronet), in which case that honour precedes
the post nominals of the Sovereign Order.
Summary
Post-nominal letters are an ancient tradition of chivalric orders
and a convenient and efficient way to identify a person’s rank
and grade, as well as honours received.
It is worth noting that post-nominal letters have nothing to do
with the office that a person may hold within our Sovereign
Order. That is a separate matter, which may affect a person’s
pre-nominal title, and perhaps is one worthy of a future Inner
Workings article.
Final Point
Finally, although we value the traditions reflected in our post
nominals, I would note the preeminent value of one of our
greatest traditions - the collegiality among all members
regardless of rank and grade, honour, or office.
This principle is enshrined in the Constitution given to us by
King Peter II, which states that our Sovereign Order “adopts the
principle of social equality” among all members “while
maintaining an established and indispensable hierarchy.”
Therefore while each person’s rank and grade, honours, and
office are respected, in the most important sense
- reflecting our Christian values and the principles of our
Constitution - we are all equal.
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2015 CHARITIES SELECTED
Synopsis provided by; Dame Caroline Macnab DGSJ & Chevalier Fran Harvey KCSJ
One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding (OSC) - www.osctr.org is an adaptive horseback riding center, each
year helping 2000 children and adults with special needs achieve their physical, emotional, cognitive, and
social developmental goals. Located in Morgan Hill, OSC was founded in September 2006 to serve the
community of Santa Clara County.
There are two main programs offered: The Adaptive Riding Program and the Military Outreach Program.
The adaptive riding program serves around 30 children and adults with special needs with a one-hour lesson
weekly year round. Typical diagnoses of riders are Autism, Developmental Delays, Speech Delays, Anxiety/
Depression, Cerebral Palsy, Down Syndrome/Kabuki Syndrome, Rett Syndrome, ADD/ADHD, Visual
Impairment, Traumatic Brain Injury and Brain Tumor.
In July 2013, OSC signed an agreement with Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health Care System to provide horse
therapy to Veterans recovering from the physical and emotional trauma of war. They provide service free-ofcharge by seeking donations and grants to cover operating expenses. Four V.A. Departments now participate
in Equine Assisted Therapy at OSC, serving more than 100 Veterans in the past 12 months. A commitment of
$50,000 from SOSJ will refurbish their main barn including upgrades for safety and risk mitigation, allowing
staff to focus energy and operating revenue on growing to serve 200+ U.S. Veterans per year.
St. Leo the Great School (SLGT) - www.stleosj.org is a private Catholic Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade
school serving Silicon Valley. Located at 1051 West San Fernando Street near downtown San Jose, it has 305
students on a campus consisting of 5 buildings and 3 play areas.
The school puts a heavy emphasis on using technology throughout the curriculum. Google Android tablets
are used for small motor skills and story reading in PreK-2nd Grade. Students in 3rd-8th grade are assigned
Google Chromebooks to access their school email and Google docs throughout the school day. At home
Students use a web browser to access their homework.
Approximately 19% of the students are on financial aid. The school is in debt and the biggest issues driving
lost tuition revenue of $343,000 per year are poor student enrollment and retention due to the disrepair and
lack of financial and technology resources. Over the past 2 years, 5 classrooms have been retrofitted with
heating & AC. None of the others have this, but need it.
Chevalier John Traub has taken on the role of informal GM to turn around the school. A strategic plan has
been developed with the number one priority being the implementation of a Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Academy Program, the capital improvements and equipment cost of
which is $70,000. A commitment of $35,000 from SOSJ, matched by John and Carol Traub will fund this
project.
Advent Group Ministries - www.adventgm.org SOSJ is providing a $25,000 grant to Advent Group Ministries
which they will match to fund a $50,000 project to modernize their outdated information and phone systems. In 2012,
SOSJ provided a grant of $100,000 to renovate one of their residential recovery houses as well as the purchase of a new
van.

Services for Brain Injury - www.sbicares.org SOSJ is providing a $40,000 grant, matched by Services for
Brain Injury to fund an $80,000 project to upgrade their outdated information system which would include
an electronic record management system. In 2009, SOSJ provided a grant of $59,870 to expand their facility
to house a physical and recreational therapy department.
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St. Joseph First Invitational Golf Tournament

For Faith, For Service To Humanity
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
7 of 8

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum
St. Joseph First Invitational Golf Tournament

For Faith, For Service To Humanity
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
8 of 8

