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COMMANDER’S CORNER
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ

NEXT COMMANDERY MEETINGS

Hello again! Following our April Commandery Council on the 14th we
celebrated those members recently promoted and also thanked our
outgoing Commander Chevalier John
Traub and outgoing Prior Chevalier Don
Allen. The event was well attended with
about 50 people coming to celebrate.
We presented John and Don each with
a Certificate of Appreciation signed by
Commandery Council members and
other Knights and Dames thanking
them for their leadership and
dedication and wishing them well.

Chevalier Christopher Worrall home
1446 Bretmoor Way, San Jose 95129

We further celebrated the
recognition of the following promotions; to Knight or
Dame of Grace are: Nigel Allen, Chris Citti, Giselle Farris, Carol Traub
and Bob Wallace. Promoted to Knights Justice are; Stan Atwood and
Kevan Del Grande. Promoted to Knight or Dame Commander of Grace
are; Sally Allen, Gerry Parker and John Traub. Promoted to Knight
Commander of Justice was Larry Hernandez, (check out photos on
page 5).
We’ve started that time of the season to select our 2015 charity and
fundraising targets. If you have not already done so, please submit to
the Almoner Chevalier Fran Harvey your charitable recommendation.
Review more on about this important annual process on page 2 and
while on page 2 check out the many investitures upcoming around
the country. These events are always spectacular, certainly extra special
when when traveling to participate... (continued on page 3)

May 12, 2015, 6pm

June 9, 2015, 6pm

Chevalier John Wayne DuBois
1435 Montego Drive San Jose 95120
July 14, 2015, 6pm
Location - TBA
August 11, 2015, 6pm
Dame Valerie Burniece
5953 Fiddletown Place
San Jose CA 95120
September 8, 2015, 6pm
Location - TBA
October 13, 2015, 6pm
Chevalier Larry Hernandez
11930 Walbrook Drive
Saratoga, CA 95070
November 10, 2015, 6pm
Chevalier Jeff Strawn
848 Lilac Way
Los Gatos, CA 95032
December 8, 2015, 6pm
Commander Brian Rauschhuber
1431 Montego Drive
San Jose, CA 95120

St. Joseph Commandery Council: Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber KGSJ, Assist Commander Open, Receiver General
Chevalier Christopher Worrall KJSJ, Almoner Chevalier Francis J Harvey KCSJ, Goodwill Liaison Dame Kelly Dippel DSJ,
Secretary Dame Kathy Wiley DGSJ, Membership Chevalier John Wayne Dubois KCJSJ, Hospitaller Chevalier Ken Price KJSJ,
Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ, Quartermaster Squire Christopher Carroll. Council members at large: Chevalier Evan
Baker KJSJ, Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ, Chevalier Dick Garrett KCJS, Chevalier Larry Hernadez KCJSJ, Chevalier Ray Mendoza KSJ
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CHARITABLE SUBMITTALS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Hopefully everyone received the request for submission for
charitable consideration email on April 2nd. We have a
wonderful history of giving, not only personally but financially.

Sierra’s Commandery Investiture
June 26th & 27th Reno, NV
Please join our Sierra’s Members for their
Investiture. Contact Chevalier Brooks
Mancini at 775-741-6665 or by email to
brooks.mancini@btmancini.com for more
information.

We have started to receive submissions for considered Charities
for the 2015 season. These are due no later than May 15, 2015.
We will make our selection in June. If you have not received the
email package from Almoner-Fran Harvey,
please email him at
fjharvey@comcast.net.
Charities submitted should
reflect our mission of serving
the sick and poor in Christ.
Given our military history, we
certainly look toward veteran
opportunities, but do not let
this sway your submittal, as we
are also hospitallers, we are always looking for great causes to
help our local community. The charity should be small enough
that the organization values our gift, but significant enough
that it is making an impact on the community it serves.
Our gifts are not utilized for operating costs of an organization,
but all other needs are considered and evaluated on their merit
and fit toward our mission. Over the past years gifts to charities
selected have ranged from $35,000 to $100,000.
If you have a desire to make your charity submission be a
“matching donation” challenge, this is would be very generous.
Any submission with a match must fit our mission objectives
and selection criteria and is limited to a $50,000 matching limit.
All matching funds must be submitted to the Receiver General
and will be disbursed following our Commandery’s
Memorandum of Understanding with the charity chosen.
Should you have any additional questions, please contact either
your Almoner Chevalier Fran Harvey at fjharvey@comcast.net or
call 408-656-1165 Commander Brian Rauschhuber at
brian@synacity.com or call 408-406-3446.

Ontario Commandery Investiture
July 2nd and 3rd 2015 Ottawa, Ontario
Please join our Ontario Commandery for
their Inaugural Investiture and Gala
Dinner. Contact Daryl Rock at
778-987-1970 or email to
darylrock4@gmail.com for more
information.
UK & Ireland Commandery Investiture
August 20th to August 23rd, 2015
Glasgow, Scotland. Please join our
Glasgow Commandery for their upcoming
investiture. For more information contact
our International Office
osjregistrar@telus.net or 604-685-2141
St. Joseph Summer Garden Party
COMING SOON IN SEPTEMBER
Tickets and more information will be
made available very soon.
Palm Beach Commandery Investiture
November 5th to November 7th, 2015
Please join The Palm Beach Commandery
for their investiture, contact Dame
Bernadette Shalhoub at
bbshalhoub@aol.com or 561-346-4831
San Francisco Christmas Ball
December 5th 2015
More Information TBA
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Commander’s Corner (contd)
... with a Commandery in another country or state. The host location and their Commandery members are
always extra hospitable to traveling Knights or Dames when visiting as it’s special that you’re participating and
attending.
The April Commandery Council was my first as Commander, clearly I remain so humbled for all the support
and engagement. I’m have been reaching out to members with a purpose to solicit feedback, to gain
perspective in order to best support the members of our Commandery. If you ever have a question or
suggestion, please email me at brian@synacity.com or call me at 408-406-3446.
Please keep in your thoughts and prayers the various members and family members
of Knights and Dames who are dealing with medical issues. Contact our Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece, VBurniece@missionhospice.org or mobile 408-355-4563) if
we can help in anyway or to keep us informed.
Yours in St. John,
Brian

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Chevalier Finn Jenssen KGSJ

RECEIVER GENERAL
Chevalier Christopher Worrall KJSJ
Final Funding of $50,000 for a total of
$100,000 has been sent to Defenders
Lodge, through the Pentagon Federal
Credit Union
Foundation
(PenFed
Foundation). This
completes our
funding obligation
to Defenders
Lodge, the new
facility for housing
our Veterans.
Delighted that we were able to finish this
funding a year ahead of commitment.

Our member, Finn Jenssen joined the
Sovereign Order on March I I, 2006 and was
sponsored by Chevalier Paul Huber. Finn later
sponsored Dame Kathy Wiley. He finds that
being a member of the Knight's is very
fulfilling. "It is a great group of people who
do outstanding work in charities, particularly in
supporting the history in areas of medicine ".
Finn is a graduate of San Jose State University
with a degree in Real Estate and Insurance. He
is the owner of Jenssen Scales, Inc. which was
established in 1972 and has resided at the same business address in
San Jose since the early 1980's.

Finn has watched the valley change in a full circle. When he first
started in business, high technology companies started to flourish
but now business has circled back to the roots of the valley
supporting the food and medical fields. He has been an active
member in his industry and served as President of the International
Remaining to fund are: Valley Medical
Center Terrain Park $100K, Hospice of the Society of Weighing and Measurement.
Valley $75K, Life Services Alternative
Finn enjoys traveling and has visited many places in Europe and Asia.
$50K, National Alliance on Mental Illness- His hobbies include trout fishing and growing heirloom apple, plum
SCCO $10.3K. Total outstanding
and pear trees. His 8 trees are all producing good fruit. Finn is an
obligations now stand at just over
active citizen of the community , enjoys being a member of the Sainte
$235k, we are very close to full coverage Claire Club and as a member of the Rotary Club of San Jose, his
of our obligations.
current special project is the "Children's PlayGarden".
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HISTORY TIDBITS
by Chevalier Christopher Greene
Our Tradition of Non-Discrimination
Did you know that our Grand Priory was founded on the principle of non-discrimination
half a century before the great civil rights legislation of the 1960’s?
The first Constitution of the Grand Priory of the Americas was formalized by Grand Duke
Alexander Mikhailovich, brother-in-law and close advisor to Tsar Nicholas II, on May 17,
1912. Article III, entitled “Purposes Religious and Charitable,” lays out several
purposes but the first and chief reads in full as follows:
“To exercise Christian Charity and Hospitality to all persons and groups without
regard to class, color, race, or religion.”
This wording today would be no more than that expected to meet our social
norms. In fact, these words sound quite contemporary to us as they are
remarkably close to the phrasing of our non-discrimination laws.
But in 1912, this was not the universal social norm in America and definitely not
one required by law. Instead, open racial prejudice and anti-immigrant
sentiment were common and the law, sadly, enabled them. For example, the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 that originally had a term of 10 years was renewed
for another 10 years in 1892 and then made permanent in 1902. The Supreme
Court ruled that segregation was constitutional in Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896. The Ku Klux Klan was a rising
force during these years and would receive a big boost from the widely popular film Birth of a Nation that
was released in 1915.
And yet, in the midst of this racism and xenophobia were voices of tolerance and non-discrimination. Justice
John Marshall Harlan wrote in his dissent in Plessy, “Our Constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor
tolerates classes among citizens.” The NAACP was founded in 1909 by a diverse group of civic leaders to
directly confront racial discrimination. In 1912, the Constitution of our Grand Priory would reflect those
sentiments in our mission.
By comparison, it wouldn’t be until 1943 when China was our war ally that the Chinese Exclusion Act was
repealed, and until 1954 that Brown v. Board of Education overturned Plessy, and until 1964 that the Civil
Rights Act became law.
We can take pride in knowing that in an age when discrimination was common, open, and legal, our Grand
Priory was established with a mission to serve people “without regard to class, color, race, or religion.”
The founders of our Grand Priory clearly were inspired by the tradition of our Sovereign Order that dates to
our original hospital in Jerusalem in the middle of the 11th Century, which served the poor of all origins and
faiths. This true Christian charity is reflected in our motto “Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum – For Faith, For
Service to Humanity.”
We too are inspired, both by our motto and by the example of our predecessors. And with our own work
today, we continue our noble tradition of serving the poor of all origins and faiths.
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ALMONER - CHARITY SPOTLIGHT
Chevalier Francis J. Harvey KCSJ
One of the charities we selected to support in 2013
was the Defenders Lodge in Palo Alto. The St. Joseph
Commandery committed $100,000 to the Defenders
Lodge Project and recently has made our final
payment of $50,000 one year early! Each year more
that 63,000 veterans seek medical care at the Palo
Alto VA. Many veterans and families currently have
to pay the high costs for lodging and lack the
resources to do so. Defenders Lodge will offer over
15,000 veterans and their caregivers free housing,
this will save veterans about $3 million annually. The
lodge, which has 52 rooms and 104 beds, was opened in June of 2014 and has been nearly 100% occupied ever
since. The Pentagon Federal Credit Union Foundation is leading the effort to raise the $11 million needed to
build the lodge.
PROMOTIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PARTY APRIL 14th
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