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COMMANDERS CORNER
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ
Welcome to the first issue of the newsletter for members of St. Joseph
Commandery. As I embark upon the next two years of service as your
Commander, I am humbled by the good works of our members in our
community. We do share a remarkable history and are making history, in
our own way, with those we serve locally.
Congratulations and welcome to our new members! We are so privileged
to continue to grow the Order with wonderful serving and giving people.
I encourage all members (new and
existing) to stay active with the
Commandery as we serve the sick and
poor in Christ. One way to participate is to
attend Commandery meetings the second
Tuesday of each month. Or maybe you’d
like to be part of the Summer Garden Party
Committee (what a great way to serve and
get involved) Email me at
brian@synacity.com or call me at 408-406-3446, all are welcome.
Each year we ask our members to submit worthy causes to our Almoner
from which we select charities to support during the year. This process
starts very soon! You will be receiving the submittal documents and more
information. If you have any questions in advance, contact Chevalier Fran
Harvey our Almoner Chair.
In closing I’d like to say what a privilege it is to serve you all. If I can be of
assistance to you, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Yours in St. John,
Brian

ISSUE ONE

UPCOMING EVENTS
Promotions and Members
Celebration Party
April 14th, 7:30pm to 9:00pm
Hosted at Commander
Rauschhuber’s home: 1431
Montego Drive, San Jose 95120
RSVP To; Chevalier Ken Price,
kprice@awrcorp.net
Questions, 408-220-4876
Sierra’s Commandery Investiture
June 26th & 27th Reno, NV
Please join our Sierra’s Members
for their Investiture. Contact
Chevalier Brooks Mancini at
775-741-6665 or by email to
brooks.mancini@btmancini.com
for more information.
Ontario Commandery Investiture
July 2nd and 3rd 2015 Ottawa,
Ontario Please join our Ontario
Commandery for their Inaugural
Investiture and Gala Dinner.
Contact Daryl Rock at
778-987-1970 or email to
darylrock4@gmail.com for more
information.

St. Joseph Commandery Council: Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber KGSJ, Assist Commander Open, Receiver General
Chevalier Christopher Worrall KJSJ, Membership Chevalier John Wayne Dubois KCJSJ, Almoner Chevalier Francis J Harvey
KCSJ, Secretary Dame Kathy Wiley DGSJ, Hospitaller Chevalier Ken Price KJSJ, Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ,
Quartermaster Squire Christopher Carroll, Fundraiser Open, Herald Open, council members: Chevalier Evan Baker KJSJ,
Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ, Chevalier Dick Garrett KCJS, Chevalier Larry Hernadez KJSJ
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ALMONER
Chevalier Francis J. Harvey KCSJ
One of the charities that the Commandery selected to support in 2014 with $100,000 grant was Life Services
Alternatives (LSA). LSA provides affordable housing options for developmentally disabled adults in Santa
Clara County. Founded in 2002 by concerned parents and community members who had the goal of
establishing homes within the community for residents leaving Agnew's
Developmental Center, LSA’s mission is to provide exceptional
community-based living experiences and services for people with special
needs. Today, LSA operates 10 licensed residential care homes in Santa
Clara County.
Our funding is being used to renovate their 11th home, -’The Cambrian
Home’. The renovation will be completed by May of this year. An article
entitled ‘Sovereign Order Awards $100K Grant for Cambrian Home’ was
featured in their most recent quarterly newsletter, which ended with the
words ‘Thank you to The Sovereign Order of St. John for this amazing
honor and partnership’.
RECEIVER GENERAL
Chevalier Christopher Worrall KJSJ

CAREGIVER
Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ

I am delighted to report that as of the end of March
the financial state of our Commandery is very good.
Thanks to all of you for submitting your 2015
Oblations, this allowed me to pay our International
and Grand Priory dues early. Following the recent
Investiture, our membership stands at 125 Knights,
Dames and
Squires. I am also
delighted to say
that with your
generosity, the
success of our
events and
allowing for a
few outstanding
payments, we are
at or very close to fully funding all of our
outstanding obligations. This means we have cash
in reserve to fund outstanding commitments to
VMC Terrain Park, NAMI, HOV, Life Services
Alternatives and Defenders Lodge (approx. $300k
pending) when the projects are complete.

While today “caregiver” is generally associated with
those who provide care for those unable to care for
themselves, historically a Caregiver offered
comfort through prayer and other religious means. As
the Commandery’s Caregiver, we ask all to email, call
or text with a challenging
situation, from surgery to a
serious diagnosis; for the
Knight or Dame or for a
loved ones family. The
news is communicated to
the Council members so
they can offer prayers of
support. A note is sent and occasionally, flowers. With
permission, the Caregiver may also communicate to
the entire Commandery. There have not been
requests for a visit, however if a supportive visit is
desired to listen or converse, that is possible. The goal
is for the receiver to feel the love and power of our
Order’s “presence” in a time of need, in accordance
with his or her wishes.
Contact: VBurniece@missionhospice.org or mobile 408-355-4563.
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MEMBERSHIP
Chevalier John Wayne DuBois KCJSJ
Our Investiture was a huge success, we
have brought in some really great
members into the Order. Looking
ahead, recruitment remains an important
objective of the Commandery. As you
know we want to recruit successful
people with a heart for serving, and
members that would be fun people to be
part of St. Joseph and our mission. If you have a good potential
aspirant, please send John an email at duboisjw@yahoo.com or feel
free to contact John by phone at 408-718-2236.

NEXT COMMANDERY MEETINGS
April 14, 2015, 6pm

Commander Rauschhuber home
1431 Montego Drive San Jose 95120
May 12, 2015, 6pm

Chevalier Christopher Worrall home
1446 Bretmoor Way, San Jose 95129
June 9, 2015, 6pm

Chevalier John Wayne DuBois
1435 Montego Drive San Jose 95120

NEWLY INVESTED KNIGHTS AND DAMES
Your St Joseph Commandery Knighted 6 Dames and 3 Knights this year. You may find additional information
on our new members in the SOSJ on line directory. The St Joseph Commandery Council congratulates and
welcomes our new members and thanks their sponsors for their great efforts to bring such outstanding
members in Our Sovereign Order.
Chevalier Joseph Wayne Beyers KSJ, Founder, Chairman and CEO of Inventergy is married to Kathy and they
have 6 children between them. Joe graduated from University of Illinois with a BS in computer engineering
and a MS in electrical engineering. Joe was honored by the Boy Scouts for serving over 25 years as an adult
leader and scoutmaster having helped 65 young men achieve the rank of Eagle. Joe is a marathon runner and
an active member of the Catholic Church being a member of the Bishop's Circle of Excellence. Joe's sponsor
is Papken DerTorossian
Dame Kathryn Anne Beyers DSJ, is a philanthropist, a musician, an author and an educator (along with being
a mother and wife)! Kathy is a member of the Board of Trustees for Villa Montalvo, member of the American
Heart Association's Circle of Red, Wonderful Witchy Women and a member of the Bishop's Circle of Excellence
and the Sacred Heart Parish Council. Kathy is an accomplished flutist, having recorded and played with many
well know jazz musicians. Kathy wrote a children's Book " Babe's Vacation". Kathy graduated from Chico State
with a Masters Degree in Speech Pathology. Kathy's sponsor is Jill Fries.
Dame Kelly Diane Dippel DSJ, is married to Wayne and they have two boys and live in South San Jose. Kelly
is founder and president of Silicon Valley Cares a non profit organization that raises funds for other non profit
organizations in Santa Clara County as well as provides a strong network for local businesswomen. Kelly is a
graduate of Saint Mary's College with a Bachelor of Arts in business. Kelly is a commercial real estate agent for
Ritchie Commercial Real Estate. Kelly has received awards from the State of California, City of San Jose and
Junior League for her volunteerism. Kelly’s sponsor is John DuBois
Chevalier Michael Paul Halloran KSJ, and his wife Cheryl live in Los Gatos and have two children. Mike is
Founder, Chairman and CEO of NESFinancial. Mike also founded Allegiance Group and Halloran Robertson &
Associates. Mike is a member of the Saratoga Federated Church and supports various Christian charities
including Cityteam Ministries, San Jose Family Shelter, Mike's charitable giving to healthcare includes Stanford
Hospital, Stanford Neurosciences, Lucile Packard Children's Hospital and Hospice of the Valley. Mike is also a
member of the Los Gatos Police Officers Assoc. Mike's sponsor is Barry Fernard.

For Faith, For Service To Humanity
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum
NEWLY INVESTED KNIGHTS AND DAMES contd.
Dame Sydene (Wallace) Kober DSJ, and her husband Fred live in Monte Sereno and have four children and
ten grandchildren. She is a graduate of University of California, Berkeley. Sydene has been an interior
designer who's career spans from San Francisco to Washington DC and now Los Gatos. While in DC Sydene
was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Washington Builders Association (the only designer
to be given this honor). Sydene community service includes 10+ years as a trustee for Montalvo Arts Center,
she is an active member of Grand View League and Go for Red, American Heart Assoc. Sydene's sponsor is
Giselle Farris.
Dame Catherine Schlomann Robertson DSJ, and her husband Doug live in Saratoga with their two boys.
Cathy is a practicing attorney with Pahl & McCay. Cathy graduated from Chico State University with a BS in
Business and Finance receiving her Jurist Doctorate from the University of San Francisco. Cathy is an author
of several articles and has several references in eHow. Cathy’s community service includes member of the
Board of Directors of the Santa Clara Children Shelter, Advocate for Children & Youth, Santa Clara Humane
Society and volunteer services for the Boy Scouts, Saratoga High school Sports. Cathy's sponsor is Jeff
Strawn.
Chevalier James Richard Trembath KSJ, and his wife Jo Ann live in Monte Sereno with their two children.
Judge Jim Trembath served on the Contra Costa Superior Court for 13 years. Jim received his BA Degree from
the University of California, Berkeley and his Jurist Doctorate from Hastings College of Law. Jim was the
founding senior partner of Trembath, McCabe, Schwartz, Evans, Levy & Dawe before he was appointed as
Superior Court Judge by Governor Deukmejian. Jim co-authored " Real Estate Litigation" and has taught and
lectured on various judicial subjects. Jim was awarded Judge of the Year in Alameda- Contra Costa Trail
lawyer's Assoc. Jim's sponsor is Randy Attaway.
Dame Catharina Anna Helena van Gorcum Elfrink DSJ, and her husband Wim with their two sons come to
us from The Netherlands. They now make their home in Los Gatos. A graduate of Aloysius College in her
home town of The Hague, her professional career was in the hospitality industry. Cathy worked for various
international hotel chains before settling into various management positions at KLM Royal Dutch Airlines.
Cathy volunteers and supports various charities, Cancer Care, SF Ballet, member of Archbishop Mitty Board of
Regents, Villa Monte League, Wonderful Witchy Women, founded and financed Inversa a 24/7 housing and
daycare facility for young adults with severe autism. Cathy is sponsored by Cheryl Bailey.
Chevalier Peter Coe Verbica KSJ, and his wife Tiffany have four children and live in San Jose. Peter received
his BA Degree and Jurist Doctorate degrees from Santa Clara University and his Master of Science Degree
from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Peter is a college instructor in economics as well as a Financial
Adviser & Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor. Peter is a member of Downtown Rotary. Peter is
sponsored by Bill Peacock
The St Joseph Commandery Council congratulates and welcomes our new members and thanks their
sponsors for their great efforts to bring such outstanding members in Our Sovereign Order.
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SPECIAL STUFF
At the March 14th Investiture the very Reverend Chevalier Ernest Cockrell KJSJ gave the Homily. This homily is very
timely, concise and our members should find it interesting.
HOMILY FOR THE INVESTITURE
ST JOHN OF JERUSALEM, KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER
GRACE CATHEDRAL March 14, 2015
Terrible things have been happening in the world involving religion. None of us can comprehend the horrendous
brutality of ISIL, and seeing the violent deaths and the wanton destruction of books and ancient artifacts made me
sick to my stomach. Re-reading history after our time in Malta I had a real wake-up call.
After the Hospitallers were kicked out of Jerusalem, becoming by necessity fighters as much as healers, they were –
through much of their history - in a constant struggle with Islam. I knew that. Our Order was one of the forces that
kept Islam from dominating western Europe. But new information came as a shock. I hear all the time: there’s always
been conflict in the Middle East. Not true. For centuries the Muslims of the Middle East had lived peacefully and
respectfully with Christians and Jews, considering them fellow children of Abraham, “People of the Book.” Much of
the Koran is populated by people and voices of Hebrew and Christian scripture. The quarrel was between Crusaders
and TURKS – not even the Ottoman Turks, who supplanted the Byzantine Empire in the 15th century, but with their
marauding predecessors, riding out of north central Asia, their conquests made possible largely by the invention of
stirrups! I had assumed that the fight was between Christianity and Islam. Like the Arabs, the Turks had become
Muslim, but unlike Arabs of the 7th to 11th centuries in the Holy Land, those Turks were not tolerant toward Christians
and Jews.
That first Crusader army trashed Constantinople - the seat of Orthodox Christianity, then continued on to Palestine
where they were indiscriminate in their destruction, obliterating the intelligencia and middle class of Palestinian
Muslims and decimating Palestinian Christians, who sure looked like Arabs - except for the crosses and crucifixes
discovered in their homes when the Crusaders went in to plunder.
The Palestinian bishop of the Anglican Church in Jerusalem is often asked, “When did your family become Christian?”
In an incredulous voice he will say, “Why at Pentecost! Don’t you read your Bible? We were the originals.” Thank God
– literally – our predecessors were never part of the Crusades, though some Crusaders joined our Order. Sadly, that
particular perversion of Christianity called the Crusades helped set the stage for the kind of intolerant perversion of
Islam we face in the Middle East today. We Christians are not at war with Islam. Many Christians, Muslims and Jews
need a change of attitude, and I hope an understanding of history can give us perspective to do just that.
As a Christian Order I hope we don’t confuse ISIL’s perversion of Islam with the heart of Islam, any more than we want
to be identified with the narrow, bigoted beliefs of some Christians. One thing for sure: Neither Jews, nor Muslims,
nor we Christians need to “defend God.” That “defense” has been at the core of too much violence on all sides, even
to this day.
To live lives of Christian service in this 21st century I invite you to check out your own historical and religious
assumptions lest we become the very people some would seek to destroy. The heart of Jesus’ message, expressed in
the Beatitudes, is reflected in our 8-pointed cross of Amalfi. Let’s live by that. It can make a huge difference in how
we see the world, how we solve problems of violence, how we rid ourselves of our own prejudice toward those
differing from ourselves, and – as knights and dames - focus on our healing ministry. Faithful Muslims and Jews want
that, too. THEN how blessed we will be: Christians, Muslims and Jews, and Buddhists and Hindus and all the rest,
living together in peace.
The Reverend Chevalier Ernest W. Cockrell
Convener of the Ecclesiastical Council
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