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A Note from Commander 
John W. Dubois

We hope you enjoy the 
new format of our newsletter, 
and welcome your input for 
future editions! If any of the 
Committees would like to 
submit an article, please send 
to brookes@obent.com.

In future issues we will be 
using this space to share 
historical facts with you 
about the Sovereign Order.

Plans are underway for 
our Annual Promotion Party, 
and information wi l l be 
forthcoming, as well as other 
upcoming events.  

I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the Investiture, 
and send my sincere thanks 
to each of  you for your 
continued and valued support 
of our Commandery.  Enjoy 
the pictorial review of 2009!

Yours in St. John,
     John W. DuBois

Commander’s Letter

CHECK PRESENTATION TO HOSPICE OF THE VALLEY
November 19, 2009

On November 19, 2009 over 
40 members of the St. Joseph 
Commandery attended Hospice  
of the Valley’s Community Open 
House and presented President, 
Sally Adelus, with a check for 
$75,000 dollars.  This money has 
been used to renovate the facility 

for growth and group meeting 
facilities.  Thanks to your financial 
commitment to the 2008 Summer 
Garden Party, and to Dame Gay 
Crawford, one of the founders of 
Hospice, we were able to raise the 
funds necessary to support this 
worthwhile organization.

ASPIRANT/SPONSOR  RECEPTION ON SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2010   3:30-5:30PM
On Saturday, March 6th there will be a reception 

(3:30-5:30PM) for our new Aspirants and 
their spouses/significant others, their 
sponsors and the StJ Commandery 
Council members. The following  
Aspirants are being invested on March 
20, 2010:  Valerie Bernice, Joe Flynn, 
Ellen Prandi, Brian Rauschhuber,     

Marc Casto and Jennifer Der Torossian-Studley.  
Both Marc and Jennifer have previously 
served as Squire and Demoiselle, and will 
become a Knight and Dame respectively.    
     Please RSVP to Colleen by this Friday, 
March 5th at 408.354.8017 or email at 
colleenbwilcox@gmail.com if you will be      

attending this important reception.

mailto:colleenbwilcos@gmail.com
mailto:colleenbwilcos@gmail.com
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SUMMER GARDEN PARTY  - A KNIGHT IN VINTAGE HOLLYWOOD!

The St. Joseph’s Summer 
Garden Party continues to exceed 
all expectations with respect to 
event concepts, venue hospitality 
and above all, your giving.  This 
year’s event raised more than   
$90, 000 for our selected 
charities:  Paws for Purple Hearts, 
Alzheimer Activity Center, and 
Services for Brain Injury.  Your 
gracious giving during these 
challenging economic times was 
truly the highlight of the party.

Chevalier Dan and Charmaine 
Warmenhoven welcomed 
everyone at their beautiful estate 
in Monte Seren0 - the grounds of 
their estate well suited for the 
Vintage Hollywood theme party.  
Their personal greeting as we 
entered on the red carpet 
enhanced the feeling that you 
were at a premiere opening.  

Posters of classic movies and life-
size cut-outs of movie idols 
flanked the red carpet.

As we exited the red carpet, 
flutes of champagne were offered 
to accompany appetizers including 
pesto and cambozano cheese 
artichokes, phyllo purses filled 
with curried vegetables, and other 
delicious hors d’oeuvres.

Special thanks to our Summer 
Garden Party Committee for an 
outstanding job:  Ken Price, 
Barbara Avery, Evan Baker,  La 
Donn DuBois, Doug Lockie, and  
Chris Worrall, Bill Highlander, Joe 
Townsend, Cathy Wiley, Colin 
Macnab, Dick Conniff, Dick 
Garrett, Kristi Hernandez, Jeff 
Strawn, Deb Lockie and many 
others.  Heartfelt thanks from all 
of us to Dan and Charmaine! 

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
January    February    March
11  Wil Samson   01  Jennifer Der Torossian-Studley 02  Stanford Atwood
12  Doug Lockie         Paul Huber                                               John Colwell
     Larry Stone    02  Steve Lapinski   08  Gary Fong
18  Jason Davila   03  George Shukov   13   Elaine Knoernschild
23  Maryles Casto   17   Richard Highlander   15   Don Fowler
29  Dennise Carter          John Stringer   16   John Doyle
      Mike Hackworth   18   Chris Worrall   19   Kevan Del Grande
           Dawn Niederman   21   Finn Jenssen
    22    K.G. Romine    29   Jeff Coe
    28   Glen W. McLaughlin

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

3-6     Memorial service for Chevalier Dr. Frank Greene, Santa Clara Mission, 1:30-2:30pm
3-6     Aspirant Party at the home of Dame Colleen Wilcox, 3:30-6:30pm
3-19    Aspirant Cocktail Party at the San Francisco Yacht Club (all members welcome) $100/pp
3-20   Investiture at Grace Cathedral, 5:00pm
           Cocktails, dinner and dancing following at the Pacific Union Club, 6:15pm, $225/pp 

Save the Date - June 26, 2010!  SGP 
information coming soon!  If you’d like 
to serve on the 2010 Committee, please  
call John at 408.718.2236.

Dan and John welcoming the St. 
Joseph Commandery and their guests 
in grand style!



THE YEAR IN REVIEW!
2009

Party at Joe and Joanne Rodgers’ Home  
in Honor of 2008-2009 Aspirants
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“MEMBER MENTIONS”
I know that all of us don’t 

want to “make a big deal” of our 
accomplishments within our 
Order or within the community at 
large, but we feel that it is 
important to celebrate your 
accomplishments and share them 
with the members of our 
Commandery, and with the 
Sovereign Order.  OK, with us 
first, but we can’t promise that we 
won’t share your wonderful honors 
with the all the Commanderies!

Our Commandery is blessed 
with outstanding individuals who 
embody the true qualities of a 
Knight or Dame:  honor, courage, 
courtesy, justice and a readiness to 
help those less fortunate.

Please share the names of our 
members who have been honored 
by other organizations, or are 
about to be recognized at an 
event,  or have been mentioned in 
the news, as there are many 
members who would like to 
congratulate.

As Yogi Berra said, “If it’s 
the truth, then it ain’t 
braggin’!”

In this edition, we’d like to 
acknowledge and “mention” three 
of our members.  

The Horace League of 
America honored Dr. Colleen 
Wilcox in February in Phoenix, 
with the “Friend of Horace Mann” 
for her leadership in public 
education and upholding the 
beliefs of Horace Mann and 
exemplifying a commitment to 
public education.  Congratulations 
to Dame Dr. Colleen Wilcox!

If you missed the front page of 
the December 30, 2009 Wall 
Street Journal, you missed a story 

of the scandel about Galleon and 
Mr. Ragaratnam, who was charged 
with illegal insider trade 
information.  Our own Chevalier 
Papken Der Torossian who was 
mentioned as someone who would 
not give information to him.  
Here’s one CEO who stood up and 
did the right thing!  Good for you, 
Papken!

Chevalier Greg Jamison had an 
excellent story about about him in 
the November 30, 2009 issue of 
Forbes Magazine, recognizing 
Greg and the outstanding job he 
has done with our beloved hockey 
team - GO SHARKS!

NEW MEMBERS TO THE    
ST. JOSEPH FAMILY

We would like to congratulate 
Demoisselle Jennifer Der 
Torossian-Studley and her 
husband, David, on the birth of 
their son, Charles Papken Studley.

Squire Shaun Del Grande and 
his wife, Penny, welcomed Bryce 
Patrick Del Grande on October 3, 
2009.

Squire Marc Casto and his 
wife, Julie, will welcome their 
second child in May, and we know 
that Eleana will be thrilled with a 
new sibling!

Congratulations to all our new 
parents...let’s see...the little ones 
could be Aspirants in 2037!

OUR PLEDGE TO 
CONTINUE TO HELP OUR 

CHARITIES
I’d like to thank Dame Gay 

Crawford for agreeing to help us 
assess the needs of our charities.  
There may be times when these 
organizations need nothing more 

than clothes for their clients; body 
lotions; shoes, kitchen pans/
utensils, toys for the children, 
supplies for art classes, plates, 
cups or other items. 

Gay will share their requests 
with us, and we will try to help in 
any way we can to provide these 
items.  

When the St. Joseph 
Commandery gathers together, we 
will ask you to bring whatever you 
can for the charity to the event 
that evening, and we will make 
sure that the supplies are delivered 
to them.

If you would like to help Gay 
with this project, please contact 
her at 408.867.2606 or 
gayc@aol.com.

I sincerely appreciate the 
incredible job that our aide-de-
camp, Brookes, is doing for our 
Commandery and especially with 
our new newsletter-look!  Thank 
you, Brookes!

Yours in St. John,
     John W. DuBois

mailto:gayc@aol.com
mailto:gayc@aol.com


NEWS FROM GRAND COMMANDER OWEN BROWN

As most of you know, the biennial meeting of the 
Sovereign Council (SC) of The Sovereign Orders of 
St. John of Jerusalem is scheduled to begin on 
September 23, 2010.  The SC is the legislative body 
governing the laws of the Order, which meets every 
other year in different parts of the world where we 
have a Commandery.  This year will Budapest, and in 
2012 the meeting will be hosted here in the Bay Area.  

This year will be a particularly noteworthy 
meeting of the SC with the Reunification into one 
Order of the Orders that have worked together 
within the Alliance since June 2000.  A serious effort 
was begun in 1998 by Bailiff Grand Commander 
Robert Q. Phillips to reunite elements of the Order 
emanating from King Peter’s origins into a single 
Order with greater reach, greater influence among 
Chivalric Orders, and greater impact in serving the 
sick and poor of Christ.  The process that began in 
1998 will culminate with the signing of the Act of 
Union on September 24th.  Immediately following, 
the Priors, Grand Priors, and Grand Officers of The 
Sovereign Order of the Hospital of Saint John of 

Jerusalem (OSJ) will be 
seated at the Conference 
Table as part of the 
Sovereign Council, and the 
election of the new Grand 
Master (GM) will be held.  
This is not the end, but 
rather the beginning of the 
formal Reunification of all 
elements of the Order that 
were once united under 
King Peter II. 

 A Concordant was signed and approved with the 
Formhals Group in 2008 and with Malta in 2009.  
Efforts have begun to consider the next step of their 
signing the Charter of Alliance to proceed toward 
their inclusion within the Reunified Order in the 
near future.  This meeting will have historical 
significance for the Order.  The SC meetings are 
always interesting, fun, and filled with good 
memories of renewed friendship with Knights and 
Dames from around the world.

Expansion of New Commanderies
Our Sovereign Order renews its 
vitality annually with the 
investiture of new members.  
Likewise, the Order continues to 

be healthy by orderly expansion 
throughout North America.  On 
April 19th, we will hold an 
inaugural Investiture in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada after several 
years of effort to establish 
ourselves in Eastern Canada.  
We have active programs by local 
members to establish new 
Commanderies in Chicago, 
Hawaii and Portland, Oregon.  
You can materially assist these 
projects by recommending 
qualified candidates for 
membership to Prior Walter Joyce.  
Once a core group has come 

together to start a new 
Commandery, assistance for 
training, organization, charity 
selection and the Investiture 
Service will be provided by the 
Priory, the nearest Commandery 
and the International Office in 
Vancouver.
New members and new 
Commanderies keep our Sovereign 
Order vibrant and sustain our 
mission of serving the sick and 
poor.
Thank you for your involvement 
in the Sovereign Order of St. John.

INVESTITURE INFORMATION - MARCH 19, 2010, 5:00PM
We look forward to seeing everyone at the Aspirant Cocktail Party on Friday, March 19th 

at the St. Francis Yacht Club, 6:00PM.  The Investiture will be held on Saturday at Grace 
Cathedral, 5:30, and cocktails, dinner and dancing following at the Pacific Union Club  at 
6:30PM.  Please call Ellen with questions at 408.871.0251.  See you there!



Contributors
DAME GAY CRAWFORD

Gay has offered to 
contact our charities 
to assess their on-
going needs.  Thank 
you for helping with 
this new project. 

DAME BARBARA AVERY
Thank you to 
Barbara for her 
eloquent  comments 
on the life of 
Chevalier Dr. Frank 
Greene.  

           
CHEVALIER BILL 
HIGHLANDER

Bill has captured in 
words the 
spectacular Summer 
Garden Party 
festivities.  Thank 
you, Bill. 

Name our Newsletter!

Help us come up with a name for 
our newsletter (i.e., “Knightly 
News” or some fun title!)

Pictures on Picasa!  
(Thank You to Kim Worrall) 

       picasa.google.com
Click on PicasaWeb Albums
Email: sosjknights@gmail.com
Password:  profideproutilitate

CHEVALIER FRANK GREENE

In Loving Memory of Chevalier 
Frank S. Greene, KGSJ by 
Barbara Avery, DGSJ

Dr. Frank S. Greene, KGSJ 
passed away unexpectedly on 
December 26m 2009.  He had 
been a proud member of the St. 
Joseph’s Commandery since 2002.  

As a pioneer in the technology 
field, he stood among the Silicon 
Valley giants.  Frank held a Ph.D. 
in Electrical Engineering.  He was 
the founding CEO of two 
information technology 
companies, a venture capitalist, 
and he took several companies 
through their initial public 
offerings.  He taught at Stanford 
University, Santa Clara University, 
Howard University in Washington 
DC, and Washington University in 
St. Louis.  During his career, he 
received many distinguished 
Electrical Engineering awards, and 
he was inducted into the Silicon 
Valley Hall of Fame in 2001.

Frank always enjoyed his life 
and loved his family, but his other 
real joy came in trying to help 
young men and women.  He 
founded the Frank S. Greene 
Scholarship Foundation, and the 
GO-Positive Foundation, which 
offers leadership training programs 
for high school and college 
students.

He will be deeply mourned by 
his son an daughter, and by all of 
his family.  Frank loved our 
Sovereign Order.  We are very sad 
to lose this wonderful Knight, and 
we will forever miss him and his 
unending terrific smile.

Services will be held this 
coming Saturday at the Mission at 
Santa Clara University.  The 
Celebration of Life Program will 
held in the Mission, 1:30-2:30pm, 
and the reception in the Williman 
Room, Benson Memorial Center 
at Santa Clara University from 
2:30-3:30pm.

A New StJ Committee

As Knights and Dames, we 
know that there is a financial 
commitment to help those 
charities we choose.  At the 
February meeting of the StJ 
Council, Commander DuBois 
suggested that we might also be 
able to help our charities with 
donated items.  Dame Gay 
Crawford has offered to contact 
our charities for their Wish List 
for donated items.

The charities were extremely 
grateful for our offer to help and 
we received input from the 
following charities:  Bergin 
University Assistance Dog 
Institute and the Alzheimer’s 
Activity Center.  Their Wish Lists 
will be sent to you in the next few 
weeks, and it is our hope that you 
will bring your donated items to 
the Promotional Party.  More 
information to follow!


