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MESSagE froM  
THE prIor

The Prior of the Western United States,  
Chevalier Walter M. Joyce, KCJSJ

The Western Priory of SOSJ has had a very eventful 
summer and fall, perhaps its most productive ever. 
It was our great pleasure to host the 2012 Sovereign 

Council Meeting in San Francisco, September 20-23, 2012, which included 
an investiture for 7 new Knights and Dames for St. Joseph and the Sierras 
Commanderies. We also organized a Northern California “after meeting 
bus trip”, which included stops in Monterey and Napa, with visits to Big 
Sur Park, the 17 Mile Drive, The Preserve Golf complex, Half Moon Bay, 
Sausalito, with a final dinner in the magnificent barrel room at Merryvale 
Winery. I can’t thank our hard working committee members enough 
for this unqualified success. The committee participants were Dames 
Ellen McLaughlin, Caroline Macnab, LaDonn DuBois, Barbara Avery, 
Chevaliers Owen Brown, Bill Gisvold, Colin Macnab, Jeff Strawn, Walt 
Joyce, and non-members Patricia Joyce, Brookes Brown, Deb Lockie, 
Kristi Hernandez, and Bob Avery. Thanks to all of you who attended. The 
feedback from our visitors was most positive.

“A Knight in the Vines”, St. Joseph Commandery summer garden party 
was also a magnificent success. The party was held a bit out of the 
normal time sync due to the Sovereign Council Meeting event; this kept 
attendance down a bit. The McCarthy estate was a very special venue, and 
the fundraising was brisk. Many thanks go to Commander Worrall and 
to his committee for a super event. Thanks also to members of the Order, 
and a large contingent from the San Francisco Commandery, the Western 
Military Commandery, and the Commandery of the Sierras who attended.

 The St. Joseph Commandery also held several plaque presentation 
ceremonies. It is also notable that the Sobrato Family Foundation was 
named the top charitable contributor in Silicon Valley for the year. Special 
congratulations to Chevalier John A. Sobrato and his family.

The Western Military Commandery once again participated strongly and in 
a “hands on” manner with the East Bay Stand Down (a homeless veteran’s 
camp held at the County Fair Grounds in Pleasanton). Congratulations 
to Commander Highlander and all of the WMC members who gave their 
money, time, and expertise to this very worthy cause.

Our newest Commandery, St. Thomas (Los Angeles based), under the 
fine direction of Commander Robert Hall, was instrumental in building 
a batting cage baseball training facility in Ecuador. In addition, many 
members of the Commandery, and family members attended the SCM in 
San Francisco, where we had the opportunity to meet and interact with 
them. We are all very happy to have you in the Western Priory.

Two important upcoming events—First is the Christmas Ball, “Christmas 
in Williamsburg”, to be held December 1, 2012 at the Ritz Carlton in San 
Francisco. Commander Maltbie and his fine committee promise another 
great evening, including some fun twists involving trees, wreaths, and 
tickets. In addition, we will be holding a 900 Years of Chivalry celebration 
Friday, February 15, 2013, at 5:00 PM. Please save the date—we envision 
a Priory celebration, at a centrally located church, followed by cocktails. 
This event is planned to be very affordable, and will commemorate 
the 900th year anniversary of the signing of the Papal Bull, which gave 
protection to the Order.

I wish you Happy Holidays, and all the best to you and your families. 

MESSagE froM  
THE prIory HErald

Priory Herald & Editor-in-Chief 
Dame Barbara A. Avery, DJSJ

Wow! This has been quite a season for our Priory. 
Not only did all of our Commanderies raise funds 
and support our charities as usual, but we also hosted 
the Sovereign Council Meeting. A great big thank you goes out to Dame 
Ellen McLaughlin for her tireless dedication to planning the best events 
possible for the meeting. It was a wonderful meeting, and I want to add my 
thanks to the entire committee, but especially to Ellen, who never stopped 
working all week during the meeting.

Another thank you goes to Chevalier Brian Rauschhuber for his work 
and leadership in developing the new document “Commandery Operation 
Guidelines”. This document was a contribution of the entire St. Joseph 
Commandery Council, but would not have been completed without the 
work of Brian. It has now been approved to be sent to all Commanderies 
for their use.

This issue is dedicated mostly to the Sovereign Council Meeting, and to 
introducing our newest Knights and Dames. But, we have also included a 
story on the fabulous Summer Garden Party of the St. Joseph Commandery. 
Commander Chris Worrall and Kim Worrall and their committee did a 
great job.

The Western Military Commandery did a terrific job of showing what it 
really means to honor our Veterans. They provided psychiatric services and 
a lot of other help at the East Bay Stand Down, an event to serve Veterans 
who are in need of help.

St. Thomas Commandery again served the community by hosting their 
Health Fair for a neighborhood in need. You will also find a story about 
their collaboration with Los Angeles baseball players to help the youth in 
a community in Ecuador. We can all be proud of the work that all of our 
Commanderies are doing to help the sick and poor in Christ.

And finally, I must thank Bob Avery, my photographer. He has been 
diligent about taking so many pictures of all of the events in the Bay Area. 
I have truly appreciated his help. I hope you enjoy this issue.

Visit our websites: www.sosjwestusa.org & www.sosjinternational.org
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St. Joseph Commandery  
Summer Garden Party

A Knight in the Vines
By Commander  

Christopher J. Worrall, KCSJ

The beautiful hill top estate of Joe 
McCarthy was the amazing venue for 
the St. Joseph Commandery Summer 

Garden Party, held on July 21st. The party, normally held in 
September was moved to July to accommodate the Sovereign 
Council Meeting. Even with the resulting clash with summer 
vacations, we were delighted to have over 140 Knights, 
Dames, and guests in attendance. This number again included 
excellent support from our fellow Commanderies in the 
Western Priory. This year’s party was a relatively casual event, 
befitting the California vineyard surroundings and was blessed 

by near perfect weather from start to finish. The views from 
Joe’s home were stunning, stretching from South San Jose all 
the way to San Francisco. The appetizers and dinner were, of 
course, up to the usual impeccable standards of Le Papillon. 
Through a combination of a very successful silent auction and 
the great generosity of our Knights and Dames with pre-party 
sponsorships, we managed to exceed our fund raising targets by 
netting more than $100,000 for our charities. I believe everyone 
had a wonderful time, and again my thanks to everyone who 
came and helped make it so much fun. Also, I wish to give my 
very special thanks to all the members and spouses who served 
on the Summer Garden Party Committee. This year’s event had 
to be put together in a much shorter timeframe than normal, 
and every member of the committee worked incredibly hard to 
make it so perfect; every small detail worked to perfection.

s
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St. Joseph Commandery

Family Supportive Housing  
Plaque Ceremony

As is our custom in St. Joseph Commandery, on completion of the 
work of funding our charities, we present the organization with a 
plaque commemorating our work together, and the lasting results 
of our donations. Over the last months, we have had the chance 
to present plaques to Family Supportive Housing in San Jose (we 
funded construction of a medical room in their new housing facility) 
and Services for Brain Injury (our donation paid for the build out of 
a critically needed exercise facility for SBI’s clients, a pre-requisite 
for their contract with the VA). These are always truly interesting 
events, giving our Knights and Dames the chance to meet with staff 
and clients of our charities, and better understand the work that they 
do. Over the next months we will hold further plaque presentations 

at Paws for Purple Hearts, Alzheimer’s 
Activity Center and San Jose 
Conservation Corp. Look out for the 
invitations as these events are always 
open to all our members.

The Aspirant’s Party
On September 9th, about 
sixty Aspirants, Knights, 
Dames, spouses, and friends 
gathered at the home of 
Dame Colleen Wilcox to 
meet and celebrate the 
upcoming Investiture of St. 
Joseph’s five Aspirants. The 
event gave us all the chance 
to spend quality time with 
Aspirants Jill Der Torossian-
Fries, Barry Fernald, Peter 
Grady, Judy Levin and Carol 
Traub and their spouses, and 
to get to know them better. 
We were able to explain 
more of the history and 
traditions of our Order, and 
then each Aspirant had time 

to tell everyone about their background and interest in our Order. I 
am delighted to say that the evening proved to be a great success.
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Western Military Commandery

East Bay Stand Down 
By Chevalier  

Dr. Donald Wayne Bradley, KGSJ

Stand Down is a term used during 
war to describe the practice of 

removing combat troops from the 
field and taking care of their basic 

needs in a safe area.

I was at the East Bay Stand Down Thursday and Friday (13-14 SEP 
2012), serving with the medical group in a mental health capacity, 
walking, and talking with several Viet Nam Army, Navy, Marine, 
and Air Force combat veterans who are homeless in San Francisco, 
Oakland, or San Jose. I talked with schizophrenics, the depressed, 
the anxious, and the angry, those feeling hopeless, helpless, and even 
worthless. But, they were all happy to be there. 

There is really something for everybody to do, to help and feel good 
about doing it for our less fortunate veterans. All the vets were 
“honorably discharged” and most were certified as homeless. They 
have served our country with honor and now are in really tough 
times, down on their luck, at least temporarily. Many have alcohol 
and other drug addictions, as well as mental illnesses, traumatic 
brain injuries (TBI) and of course, post traumatic stress disorders 
(PTSD). They really appreciate any help, especially from former 
officers and gentlemen. This year there were fewer vets than 2 years 
ago, but more Iraq and Afghanistan reservists and guardsmen, as 
well as many more volunteers in uniform including Army Reserve, 
Air Force Reserve, Active Duty Coast Guard, and National Guard, 
plus the Veteran Affairs medics. The volunteers were from all over 
the U.S.: New York, San Diego, Riverside, and Palo Alto, are but a 
few that I can remember.

One of the first volunteers I saw was Chevalier Tom Hayhurst, USMC. 
Chevalier Chris L’Orange, USMC, was there on Saturday helping the 
vets with legal problems in the “Vets Court”. Chevalier John Sollner, 
USMC, was there earlier putting up tents (he is younger and stronger 
than I am). The dental group on site analyzed the needs of over 400 
veterans who needed dental services and surgeries. Because there 
were so many needs, some veterans were driven into the town of 
Pleasanton, to civilian dentists, who volunteered to help. Commander 
Bill Highlander donated his time on Saturday to drive Vets to these 
offsite dentists. St. John Military Commandery provided funds for 2 
of the 26 sleeping tents, as we did last time. 

The East Bay Stand Down is the only one in the nation that lasts for 
4 days. Volunteers included physicians, dentists, lawyers, barbers, 
ministers, priests, chaplains, psychologists, nurses, social workers, 
psychiatrists, masseuses, chiropractors, DMV workers, clothiers, 
as well as cooks, security, communications, command, control, 
transportation, veterans’ affairs administration for referrals and sign 
ups, and tent leaders. It was a great event. 

This Stand Down only happens every other year because the cost 
is over $300,000. There were nearly 500 veterans and a thousand 
volunteer participants. The Western Military Commandery did the 
Order of St. John proud. I recommend this charity to all. You always 
get more in return than you give.



St. Thomas Commandery
St. John Foundation Medical Fair

By Dame Elsa Coblentz, DJSJ, MMSJ

On October 6, 2012, The St. John Foundation 
and Casa Esperanza held the annual Medical 
Fair to benefit of the residents of Blythe Street, 
in Panorama City, a neighborhood living on or 
below the poverty level. 

This year, we were blessed with the participation 
of several doctors (pro bono), and volunteers 

from the St. John Foundation and Casa Esperanza. Knight Edmond 
Coblentz and Director Maritza Dartan directed the event. Our special 
thanks to the Los Angeles Police Department, who participated in 
the event, providing counseling on alcohol and drug abuse problems. 

To give you a better sense of this year’s event, during the day, the 
Medical Teams were able to screen about 140 patients, ranging from 
small children to adolescents, and including parents. The Basic 
Screenings included: Blood levels, Diabetes test, BMI (obesity) 
formula, Facial or minor disfiguring issues, Basic eye test, Dental 
exams, Rheumatoid/Arthritis, Gynecology, etc... We were fortunate 
to have had the participation of a Specialist in just about every field 
of the above-mentioned screenings.

Our most sincere thanks to all participants, especially Mrs. Marlen 
Campain (SJF Board), Alberto Campain, MD, Julio Vasquez, MD, 
Charles Wiedemann, MD, Carlos Flores, MD, Vartan Keupeian, 
MD, Carlos Avila, MD, and Hamid Reza, DDS.

Dame Hospitaller Elsa Coblentz and the St. John Foundation hosted 
a delicious lunch for staffers and volunteer workers. Mrs. Sandra 
Avila volunteered to capture the event with her beautiful pictures. 
At midday, we were entertained by a group of lovely young ladies 

from the area, dressed in colorful 
Mexican customs and dancing to 
the beat of lively folk music.

Thank you Casa Esperanza for 
helping stage this event. This is 
indeed a true story of what the 
Aims of the Order represent.

Batting Cage Project
Early this summer, The St. John Foundation was approached by a 
prominent journalist from Ecuador, Mr. José Freire, requesting our 
help to build a “Batting Cage” in a newly constructed Little League 
Field, for the children of one of the most underprivileged areas in the 
small town of Duran, Ecuador. This community is so poor, that it is 
not uncommon for siblings to share the same pair of shoes and gloves 
during a tournament.

This was a concerted effort with other organizations, including 
the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Los Angeles Angels, as well as 
other professional ball players, who donated uniforms, gloves and 
accessories…and like magic, it worked! 

The work was made possible in July 2012, when under the 
recommendation of Knight Edmond Coblentz, the Board of The 
St. John Foundation voted unanimously to join the “Team”, and 
donate $2,000 for the completion of a new “Batting Cage”. There 
is no doubt in our minds that this work will help the community of 
Duran to build stronger and healthier youngsters, and at the same 
time, keep them at a distance from a world of negative influences. 
The SJF is pleased to share these pictures (sent to us from Ecuador) 
of the project.
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2012 Sovereign Council Meeting
2012 Sovereign Council Meeting

For the first time ever, the 
Sovereign Council convened 
their meeting in the beautiful 
city of San Francisco. Knights 
and Dames and their guests 
came from around the country 
and around the world to discuss 
the business of the Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem, Knights 
Hospitaller. The meeting was 
held at the Marines’ Memorial 

Club and Hotel, which has for sixty-six years, stood in honor of the 
memory of American war heroes. It was originally dedicated as a “living 
memorial” to the U.S. Marines who served in the Pacific during World 
War II. The Beaux Arts hotel is located near Union Square, and is a San 
Francisco protected landmark. Our own Bailiff Prior Emeritus William 
Peacock serves as a member of the Board of Directors for the Club. 

Dame Margaret Rolfe, Dame Ellen McLaughlin and others greeted and 
welcomed everyone at the registration tables in the lobby, offering a gift 
bag and other goodies to each guest. Each Knight and Dame was given 
a copy of the book Grand Priory of the Americas Centennial History 
1912-2012.

A Special Thank You
By Dame  

Ellen M.S. McLaughlin, DCJSJ

The Sovereign Council Meeting 
was a great success thanks to 
the efforts and help of many 
people, but especially:

Prior Walt Joyce, who toured 
San Francisco with us, arranged 
golf tours, attended meetings, 
advised and supported our 

decisions and wined and dined us when it was over.

Patricia Joyce, who suggested the Lion Dancers, and 
entertained our out of town guests at her Club, and did the 
planning and work behind the wining and dining at Walt 
Joyce’s.

Dame Barbara Avery, who toured hotels in San Francisco 
and Napa, and tasted food while we tried to make a balance 
between our Caviar Taste and Financial Responsibility, and 
attended meetings, advised and supported our decisions.

Robert Avery, who, to his surprise, became our official 
photographer, in a battlefield promotion.

Dame LaDonn DuBois, who attended meetings, advised, 
supported, and attended events in Napa.

Chevalier Don Watson and Dame Suzanne Tognazzini, who 
planned and hosted the dinner at the St. Francis Yacht Club.

Bailiff Emeritus Lynn and Jeanne White, who hosted the 
dinner/dance at The Pacific-Union Club.

Chevalier Bill Gisvold, who hosted and arranged for Golf at 
the Preserve.

Debbie Lockie, who decorated our tables for our Chinese 
Dinner along with

Christie Hernandez. They only exceeded their budget by 
100%, but then, their budget was only $5 per table.

Chevalier Jeff Strawn, was our Transportation Guru, who 
arranged all of the buses in San Francisco, and on our trip 
afterwards—a BIG JOB.

Chevalier Colin and Dame Caroline Macnab, who entered 
the fray when we were tired and starting to lag, pulled us up 
and arranged for the boat, drink and food, the wine tastings 
in Napa and Monterey, and the dinner in Monterey and the 
two dinners and lunch in Napa, again balancing Caviar 
Taste and Fiscal Responsibility.

Chevalier Bob and Kathleen Leonard, who gave guidance 
and planning for events in Napa.

Helen Chew, who arranged our Chinese Dinner for Western 
taste and procured our Lion Dancers.

Grand Prior Emeritus Glen McLaughlin, who procured Ron 
Young, our guide on the boat.

Dame Sally Pera, who procured Alfie Dreyfus, our band 
leader and pianist on board ship.

8   www.sosjwestusa.org 
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2012 Sovereign Council Meeting
Welcome Cocktail Party and Dinner at Marines’ Memorial Club

The festivities began Thursday evening 
with a Welcome Cocktail Party in the 
Leatherneck Lounge of the hotel. It 
was a great way to begin the events 
of the meeting, and a great time to 
renew friendships with other Knights 
and Dames and guests from many 
of the world’s other Commanderies. 
Following the cocktail party, the 

guests moved to the Commandant’s Ballroom for dinner 
and entertainment. The guests were entertained by San 
Francisco’s most famous Yau Kung Moon Lion Dancers 
and musicians. After welcome remarks from Prior Walter 
Joyce, everyone enjoyed a spectacular Chinese Buffet 
Dinner that included a whole roasted pig, and many other 
fabulous Chinese foods. It was a wonderful way to open 
the Sovereign Council Meeting weekend.



2012 Sovereign Council Meeting

Welcome Cocktail Party 
and Dinner at  

Marines’ Memorial Club
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Meeting of the  
Sovereign Council

The Sovereign Council began their work on Friday morning 
with a meeting held in the remarkable Crystal Ballroom. 
The meeting began with a special gift from Grand Prior 
Emeritus Glen McLaughlin. Glen presented each member 
of the Sovereign Council and each Commander with a 
map of the Great Siege of Malta. The siege took place 
in 1565 when the Ottoman Empire invaded the island of 
Malta, which was then held by the Knights Hospitaller, 
who were also known as the Sovereign Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem. The map depicts the Knights greatest military 
achievement of repulsing the Turk invaders, and shows 
scenes of the Knights in prayer. This is a gift that will be 
treasured by everyone.

After an invocation by Chevalier, Reverend Ernest 
Cockrell, Grand Master David Rolfe led the Sovereign 
Council in conducting the business of the Order.

www.sosjwestusa.org   11
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Bay Cruise and Dinner  
at St. Francis Yacht Club
On Friday evening, the Knights, Dames and guests 
were treated to a phenomenal two hour cruise of 
the San Francisco Bay. While members and guests 
enjoyed cocktails and hors d’oeuvres on the boat, 
they were treated to the stories of a very special 
guest, Ronald Young. Ron is an expert on the San 
Francisco Bay and all the towns, ports, and yacht 
clubs in the area. He is a member of four of the 
yacht clubs in the San Francisco Bay Area, and 
has sailed and raced for over 35 years. Wooden 
boats are his favorites. Ron was the guest of Grand 
Prior Emeritus Glen McLaughlin. He narrated the 
trip around the bay with wonderful descriptions 
of the ports, and stories of some of the most 
famous residents of those port towns. One of the 
highlights of his talk was his enlightening analysis 
of the upcoming America’s Cup Races. It was a 
wonderful treat for everyone on board.

After the bay trip, the guests were transported to 
the famous St. Francis Yacht Club for a wonderful 
cocktail party, and an amazing prime rib buffet 
dinner.  The St. Francis Yacht Club has one of 
the most spectacular views of the Golden Gate 
Bridge in the Bay Area.  The party was hosted 
by Chevalier Donald Watson and Dame Suzanne 
Tognazzini.  This was truly a remarkable and fun 
evening for everyone.
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Investiture 2012

The Aspirant’s Luncheon
Saturday began an extremely important day for all of the Aspirants. A 
beautiful luncheon was held in the Crystal Lounge for all of the Aspirants 
and their sponsors, the Commanders, and the other Officers of the Order. 
The very anxious Aspirants were each introduced by their sponsors, and 
then given the opportunity to tell the members about themselves, their 
community involvement, the charities they support, and their reasons for 
joining the Sovereign Order of St. John, Knights Hospitaller. It was a time 
for the Aspirants to enjoy the camaraderie, and form bonds of friendship.

14   www.sosjwestusa.org 



Investiture 2012

Grace Cathedral was the location 
for the 2012 Investiture Service. 
The cathedral is one of the 
most beautiful churches in San 
Francisco, and was an amazing 
location for the services of the 
Order. Chevalier, Reverend Ernest 
Cockrell gave the Homily, and the 
magnificent voice of soloist Dame 
Jennifer Der Torossian-Studley 
filled the great hall with music. 

Dame Gayle Landen, was installed 
as the new Commander of the 
Commandery of the Palm Beaches. 

Many other Knights and Dames received well deserved promotions.

The Medal of Merit is awarded to persons in recognition of service 
to the Sovereign Order and to the communities that it serves. During 
the Investiture service, the Medal of Merit was awarded to two 
very special people. Dame May Storrie was honored for all of her 
wonderful works in the Commandery of Scotland, and Western 
Military Commander Richard William Highlander received the 
Medal for his work in writing and editing the new history book, 
Grand Priory of the Americas Centennial History 1912-2012. Seven 
Aspirants took the oath, and were invested and welcomed to the 
Order by Grand Master David Rolfe. 

After the impressive Investiture Ceremony, all of the Knights and 
Dames gathered at the altar for a wonderful group photograph. A 
sea of red robed Knights and Dames followed the bagpiper to the 
Pacific-Union Club for a spectacular cocktail party, gourmet dinner, 
and an evening of dancing. The party at the Pacific-Union Club 
was hosted by Bailiff Emeritus Lynn White and Jeanne White. It 
was a beautiful finale to a wonderful weekend of activities for the 
Sovereign Council Meeting.

www.sosjwestusa.org   15
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New Knights and Dames 2012

Laurie Ann Acton
Commandery of the Sierras

Laurie Ann Acton has been a retail florist for 
over forty years. Her first flower shop was the 
Fountain Valley Florist. After she moved to 
Reno, she opened the St. Ives Florist in 1992, 
and has been a tremendous success ever 
since.

She has been voted a “Cut Above” by the Reno 
Gazette. In 2001, she was invited to design 
florals for the Presidential Inauguration in 

Washington, DC. In 2005 she was invited back to Washington to 
work on the Inauguration. She designed stages for the President’s 
speeches, and for fourteen major balls. She will be returning to 
Washington in January to work on the coming Inauguration.

Laurie is a member of the Society of American Florists, and member 
of the Board of Directors for the Nevada Women’s Fund. They have 
awarded her the Women of Achievement Award and the “Friend of 
the Fund Award”.

Laurie has been a supporter of many, many organizations, including 
the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile, the Nevada Humane Society, 
Soroptimist International of Reno, the University of Nevada, 
Disability Resource Center, Orvis Ring School of Nursing, Assistance 
League of Reno, Nevada Museum of Art, Junior League Scholarship 
Committee, and Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

Barry Charles Fernald
St. Joseph Commandery

Barry Fernald graduated from the University 
of California at Berkeley, where he received 
his Bachelor of Architects degree. He 
received his architect license and is a member 
of the American Institute of Architects.

Barry was a partner and major owner 
of Devcon Construction from 1976 to 
1994, where his primary responsibility 
was architectural design and real estate 

development. Devcon is one the largest contractors in the San 
Francisco Bay area. He sold his ownership in 1994.

He was a founding investor of Plaza Bank, Silicon Valley Bank, 
Bridge Bank and Focus Bank, all in Silicon Valley. He served as 
Chairman of the Board of the San Jose Jet Center from 2000 to 2007, 
was a partner and board member in J. Lohr Vineyards. He is the 
founding investor and a board member of NES Financial.

Barry has served on several non-profit boards and committees, and 
he is currently volunteering at the Montalvo Arts Center. He has 
been a generous donor to the San Jose Museum of Art, San Jose 
Day Nursery and provides scholarships for students graduating from 
Saratoga High School.

He and his wife have two children, and they live in Saratoga, 
California.

Jill Der Torossian-Fries
St. Joseph Commandery

Jill Der Torossian Fries is a marketing and 
sales executive, and she holds a Business 
Administration degree from the University 
of San Francisco. She has worked as a Trade 
Show and Events coordinator and was an 
Account Manager in the Semiconductor 
industry. Her accounts included Ericsson and 
National Semiconductor, and were based in 
both the US and Europe. She is a Director 
and owner of Pure Swiss Mineral Water 

Company. She lead the company into stores such as Marshall’s and 
Whole Foods.

Jill is the daughter of Chevalier Papken Der Torossian and the sister 
of Dame Jennifer Der Torossian-Studley. She has made an impressive 
and positive influence on the communities around her.

Her charity and volunteer work include the Bay Shore Lyric Opera, 
Foothill Elementary and Redwood Middle School PTA. She has 
done extraordinary work with Saratoga Little League, the Saratoga 
Education Foundation, the Wonderful Witchy Women’s Group, 
the Zurich International Women’s Association, and the American 
Women’s Club of Zurich. She has helped to raise thousands of dollars 
for these organizations.

Jill and her husband Alexander founded the Pure Swiss Mineral 
Water Company and have donated their water to many non-profits, 
including our own. They have two children and they live in Saratoga.

Peter Grady
St. Joseph Commandery

Peter Grady and his wife, Heidi have two 
sons and live in Los Gatos. Peter did his 
undergraduate work at the University of the 
Pacific, and is a graduate of the University 
of San Diego, where he received a Master of 
Business Administration degree.

Today, he is the World Wide Controller for 
Becton, Dickinson and Company, a multi-
national company in the life science industry. 

Previously, he served as Director of Accounting for DJO, Inc., Global 
Controller of Maxwell Technologies, Inc., Controller of Delimex 
Corporation, and Finance Manager for Viasat, Inc.

Peter was a previous board member for Partnerships With Industry 
in San Diego, an organization that focuses on giving adults with 
disabilities the chance for community employment and independence. 
He and his sons also spent a weekend in Tijuana, where they built a 
two-room house for a family of four, who were previously living in a 
home that was made of cardboard.

While relatively new to northern California, Peter’s philanthropic 
activities have focused on community projects to help the less 
fortunate, as well as those who are developmentally disabled.
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New Knights and Dames 2012

Judy Ann Levin
St. Joseph Commandery

Judy Ann Levin graduated with honors from 
the University of Puget Sound. She received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree with a double major 
in Economics and International Marketing.

She has had an impressive career in Financial 
Investment and Wealth Management. She is 
also the founder and CEO of Elizabeth & 
Taylor Floral Manufacturing in Redwood 
City. Her company designed and mass 

produced floral structures for Smith and Hawkins, Gardens’ Eden, 
and Caylex and Caroll. Her personal designs were featured on the 
covers of Sunset magazine, California Home and Garden magazine 
and Gentry magazine. 

Judy has served as Board Chair for the Maui Animal Shelter, and was 
on the Board of Directors for the Maui Mental Health Association. 
She was a member of the Woodside-Atherton Women’s Auxiliary 
and the Mid-Peninsula Junior League. She was the founding chair 
of the Menlo Charity Horse Show, which is an event to support 
individuals with blindness and visual disabilities. Judy has also 
served on the fundraising committee for Ronald McDonald House.

She and her husband, Barnaby make their home in Woodside.

Carolina Gertrude Traub
St. Joseph Commandery

Carol Traub has a long and distinguished 
professional career and a record of community 
activism and philanthropy. As a licensed real 
estate agent for over 25 years, she earned 
numerous awards and was honored by San 
Jose magazine with their Women in Business 
Award. She co-managed Traub Real Estate 
Development and was a Top Producer in 
Silicon Valley. She is currently the Secretary/ 
Treasurer of Naolab Technologies, and the 

co-founder and Managing Partner of Nanotechnology Partners 1, 
LLC.

Carol is the wife of Chevalier John Traub. She has supported countless 
non-profits and charitable organizations through contributions from 
the John and Carol Traub Foundation. While living in the United 
Kingdom, her work in fundraising was recognized and honored by 
the U.S. ambassador as one of the founders of the Wales-America 
Festival, a nationally televised event.

She has provided financial support to St. Francis High School, San 
Jose State University, Santa Clara University, St. Francis of Assisi 
Building Fund, American Musical Theatre of San Jose, Children’s 
Musical Theater of San Jose, Caritas, and Canyon Heights Academy.

Locally, Carol has served as a board member of Valle Monte League 
and San Jose Campus Ministry Advisory Board.

Maureen Ezane Whitney
Commandery of the Sierras

Maureen Whitney is an administrator who 
has donated a lifetime of volunteer work, 
both nationally and internationally. She has 
volunteered in the Washoe Country School 
System and other school systems wherever 
her family lived. She also volunteered at the 
Penfield Nursing Home in New York, where 
she arranged entertainment for the residents 
through the schools and community programs.

 Maureen has formal hospice training and experience, and still 
volunteers her help for special cases. She has volunteered as a patient 
liaison at the Spark Family Hospital in Reno, and at the Reno Crisis 
Center.

She attended Rochester Institute of Technology; she is a Certified 
California Paralegal and a Certified Gemologist.

She has served as contractor administrator for Eastman Kodak, a 
Systems Analyst for Taylor Instruments, and Vice President of 
R.B.K. Industries Inc., a Reno based holding company. Maureen 
has also served as Executive Director of the Nevada State Board of 
Veterinary Medical Examiners.

Maureen and her husband John have two children and make their 
home in Reno, Nevada.
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Tour Bus
Sunday morning was a 
time for farewell hugs 
and for saying goodbye 
to new and old friends of 
the Order, as some left 
for home. Other guests 
boarded the bus for the 
week long California tour 

of Mission San Juan Bautista, Monterey, Carmel, Sausalito, and the 
Napa Valley. Many of the wonderful tour events were planned by 
Chevalier Colin Macnab and Dame Caroline Macnab.

The book, Grand Priory of the Americas Centennial History 
1912-2012, made its debut at the Sovereign Council Meeting 
in San Francisco. Copies of the book were distributed to the 
Knights and Dames as they registered, but will also be given 
to every member in the Americas.

The book was the vision of Grand Prior Emeritus Glen 
McLaughlin, and was written and edited by Western Military 
Commander R. William Highlander. It chronicles the history 
of our Order from its beginning, and the development of the 
Commanderies in the Americas. It is a wonderful history of 
our Order and is certain to be treasured by every Knight and 
Dame.

This book is the work of many contributors, who all worked 
for the common purpose. However, the real writing and 
editing is a result of countless hours of work by Commander 
Bill Highlander. A debt of gratitude goes out to both Glen 
McLaughlin and Bill Highlander for their selfless dedication 
to this project. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
history book.
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2012 Sovereign Council Meeting Grand Priory of the Americas 
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