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As your new Prior, let me first express my
thanks for the support of so many members,
and tell you what an honor it is to serve you
in this capacity. I am also grateful to those who have agreed to
serve with me on the Priory Council over the next year. Their
names and roles are listed on the back cover of this newsletter.
One of our goals is to include more members in all of our various
activities and to broaden the leadership base in each Commandery,
and the Priory as a whole. No doubt this will mean that each of
you will be called upon to support our philanthropic efforts in
a variety of ways. We hope that ‘yes’ will be your response as
we build our community connections, our philanthropic outreach
and our fellowship among all our members.
We have attempted to fill these pages with a record of our many
noteworthy events since our last Hospitaller. Any event requires
planning, organization, endless contacts, follow-up through and
attention to detail. To all of you who have been instrumental in
making those events successful, I thank you.
In the meantime, if you have suggestions or recommendations as
to how we might improve our effectiveness, I hope that you will
contact me directly. I welcome your input!
Again, thank you, to each and every one of you, for all you give
and all you do for others.
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Welcome to the spring issue of the Hospitaller.
This year we welcomed a new Prior at our
Investiture in March. Dame Colleen Wilcox is
taking over the helm, after the retirement of
Prior Donald Allen. We have also inducted three
new Commanders. Dame Giselle Parry Farris
now heads the San Francisco Commandery,
Chevalier Brendan Kearney is commanding
the Western Military Commandery, and
Chevalier Brian Rauschhuber has taken over
as Commander of the St. Joseph Commandery.
We also expect to have a new Commander of the Sierras installed
in Reno in August. Congratulations to all of our new Commanders,
and thank you for taking on these very tough jobs.
At the same time, we want to sincerely thank all of our retiring
Commanders and our retiring Prior. They have been dedicated in
their leadership of our Order.
Also, of great importance is the announcement that our own
Chevalier Brooks Mancini, of the Commandery of the Sierras, has
accepted the appointment to serve as the Deputy Grand Prior of the
Americas. This is an important assignment, and our congratulations
go out to Brooks.
I want to welcome our new Deputy Herald of the Priory, Christopher
Citti. Chris is a member of St. Joseph Commandery, and he, with
his company, Citti Florist, has been very generous in providing
floral arrangements for many of the events in the Commandery.
Chris and I look forward to working together to provide publicity
and future Hospitaller issues for the Priory. Thank you Chris.
All of these members have taken on jobs that require a huge
commitment as leaders of our Order. These positions require
a tremendous dedication of their time, talent and many times,
even their treasure. We should all remember to thank them for
agreeing to help make our Order the generous and fun, historical
organization that we all love.
I hope you enjoy this issue.

Visit our websites:
www.sosjwestusa.org & www.sosjinternational.org

Priory of the Western United States of America

Investiture 2015

By Prior Dame Colleen B. Wilcox, DJSJ

The Aspirants’ Welcome Reception
This year’s Cocktail Reception was again
held on a gorgeous evening overlooking
the Bay, at the St. Francis Yacht Club. We
were graced with a glorious pink sunset, as our Aspirants and their
spouses and guests had an opportunity to meet and mingle with
many of our members, in the relaxed and elegant setting.
Our 11 Aspirants were each introduced and photographed, and their
sponsors were acknowledged and thanked. The sushi and pasta bars
were a huge success and the wine and cocktails appreciated by all.
We enjoyed one of our largest turnouts, with 114 people attending.
Thanks to Dame Caroline Macnab and her ever ready side kick
Chevalier Colin Macnab for organizing such a festive and elegant
evening.

The Aspirants Breakfast
Saturday morning the Aspirants met with their primary sponsors,
the Commanders, Priory Leaders and International Officers, in
the Garden Room at the Fairmont Hotel. The Aspirants were each
introduced and had an opportunity to tell us about themselves. They
learned of the history of the Order, reviewed the expectations of our
Dames and Knights and became familiar with the philanthropic
pursuits of the various Commanderies. A full breakfast was served
to the 40 in attendance, followed by a rehearsal at Grace Cathedral.
Thanks again to Dame Caroline Macnab for organizing our lovely
breakfast, and to our Marshals for the smooth
running of the
rehearsals.
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The Investiture

Marshals for this year’s Investiture were Chevaliers Don Witt
and Chris Greene. The Service invested 11 Aspirants into the
Order, and once again Grace Cathedral proved to be the perfect
setting for the inspirational program. A Scottish Piper led the
processional and Chevalier Reverend Ernest Cockrell offered
the Homily and led us in prayer. Dame Carol and Chevalier
John Traub’s daughter, Elizabeth Campisi, graced us with “Ave
Maria” by Franz Schubert, and then joined Tenor Nicholas
Adams for a beautiful rendition of “The Prayer” by David Foster.
Eleven aspirants took their oath with the Grand Master Bailiff
David R.L. Rolfe. Two new members were invested into the
Western Military Commandery and nine members were
invested into the St. Joseph Commandery.
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New Knights and Dames 2015
By Commander Brian Rauschhuber, KGSJ

Joseph Wayne Beyers
St. Joseph Commandery
Chevalier Joseph Wayne Beyers,
KSJ, Founder, Chairman and CEO
of Inventergy is married to Kathy and
they have 6 children between them. Joe
graduated from University of Illinois
with a BS in computer engineering and
a MS in electrical engineering. Joe was
honored by the Boy Scouts for serving
over 25 years as an adult leader and
scoutmaster, having helped 65 young men achieve the rank of Eagle.
Joe is a marathon runner and an active member of the Catholic
Church, being a member of the Bishop’s Circle of Excellence. Joe’s
sponsor is Papken DerTorossian

Kathryn Anne Beyers
St. Joseph Commandery
Dame Kathryn Anne Beyers, DSJ, is
a philanthropist, a musician, an author
and an educator (along with being a
mother and wife)! Kathy is a member
of the Board of Trustees for Villa
Montalvo, member of the American
Heart Association’s Circle of Red,
Wonderful Witchy Women, a member
of the Bishop’s Circle of Excellence and
the Sacred Heart Parish Council. Kathy is an accomplished flutist,
having recorded and played with many well know jazz musicians.
Kathy wrote a children’s Book “ Babe’s Vacation”. Kathy graduated
from Chico State with a Masters Degree in Speech Pathology.
Kathy’s sponsor is Jill Fries.

Kelly Diane Dippel
St. Joseph Commandery
Dame Kelly Diane Dippel, DSJ, is
married to Wayne, and they have two
boys and live in South San Jose. Kelly
is founder and president of Silicon
Valley Cares, a nonprofit organization
that raises funds for other nonprofit
organizations in Santa Clara County,
as well as provides a strong network
for local businesswomen. Kelly is a
graduate of Saint Mary’s College, with a Bachelor of Arts in business.
Kelly is a commercial real estate agent for Ritchie Commercial Real
Estate. Kelly has received awards from the State of California, City
of San Jose and Junior League for her volunteerism. Kelly’s sponsor
is John DuBois
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Mark Arthur Flegel
Western Military Commandery
Chevalier Mark Arthur Flegel, KSJ,
was born in Napa, California and raised
in Menlo Park. At the University of
Southern California, Mark earned both
Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in
Philosophy. Returning to Menlo Park,
he joined the family business, Flegel’s
Home Furnishings. He is the current
owner, President and CEO. Mark has
served on many Chamber of Commerce and City of Menlo Park
committees. He organized funding by peninsula Rotary clubs,
and his own company, to refurbish the USO at San Francisco
International Airport, and he oversaw the adoption of the USS Carl
Vinson by San Francisco. Mark lives in Atherton and he has four
children and four grandchildren. His sponsor is William Peacock.

Michael Paul Halloran
St. Joseph Commandery
Chevalier Michael Paul Halloran,
KSJ, and his wife Cheryl live in Los
Gatos and they have two children. Mike
is Founder, Chairman and CEO of NES
Financial. Mike also founded Allegiance
Group and Halloran Robertson &
Associates. Mike is a member of
the Saratoga Federated Church and
supports various Christian charities,
including Cityteam Ministries and San Jose Family Shelter.Mike’s
charitable giving to healthcare includes Stanford Hospital, Stanford
Neurosciences, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital and Hospice of
the Valley. Mike is also a member of the Los Gatos Police Officers
Assoc. Mike’s sponsor is Barry Fernard.

Sydene (Wallace) Kober
St. Joseph Commandery
Dame Sydene (Wallace) Kober, DSJ,
and her husband, Fred, live in Monte
Sereno and they have four children and
ten grandchildren. She is a graduate
of University of California, Berkeley.
Sydene has been an interior designer
whose career spans from San Francisco
to Washington DC, and now Los Gatos.
While in DC, Sydene was awarded
the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Washington Builders
Association (the only designer to be given this honor). Sydene’s
community service includes 10+ years as a trustee for Montalvo
Arts Center. She is an active member of Grand View League and Go
for Red, American Heart Assoc. Sydene’s sponsor is Giselle Farris.

New Knights and Dames 2015
Jaime Ann Payne
Western Military Commandery
Dame Jaime Ann Payne, DSJ, and
her husband, Steven, live in Gilroy,
with their daughter, Briley Ann Payne.
Jamie served in the U.S. Marine Corps
from 2001 to 2011. She is currently
a Financial Analyst for the U.S.
Navy, Strategic Systems Programs,
at Lockheed Martin. Jaime earned a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Business
Administration from Post University, while working full time. She
is a member of the St. Mary’s School Mother’s Guild Board, where
she has co-chaired the school fundraising committee, and chaired
the school’s annual walk-a-thon. She serves as Treasurer of the
Wine Country Marines. Jaime’s sponsor is William Peacock.

Catherine
Schlomann Robertson
St. Joseph Commandery
Dame Catherine Schlomann Robertson,
DSJ, and her husband, Doug, live in
Saratoga, with their two boys. Cathy is a
practicing attorney with Pahl & McCay.
Cathy graduated from Chico State
University, with a BS in Business and
Finance, receiving her Jurist Doctorate
from the University of San Francisco.
Cathy is an author of several articles and has several references in
eHow. Cathy’s community service includes member of the Board
of Directors of the Santa Clara Children Shelter, Advocate for
Children & Youth, Santa Clara Humane Society and volunteer
services for the Boy Scouts, Saratoga High school Sports. Cathy’s
sponsor is Jeff Strawn.

James Richard Trembath

Catharina Anna Helena
van Gorcum Elfrink
St. Joseph Commandery
Dame Catharina Anna Helena van
Gorcum Elfrink, DSJ, and her husband,
Willem, with their two sons, come to us
from The Netherlands. They now make
their home in Los Gatos. A graduate
of Aloysius College, in her home town
of The Hague, her professional career
was in the hospitality industry. Cathy
worked for various international hotel chains before settling into
various management positions at KLM Royal Dutch Airlines.
Cathy volunteers and supports various charities: Cancer Care, SF
Ballet, member of Archbishop Mitty Board of Regents, Valle Monte
League, Wonderful Witchy Women, founded and financed Inversa,
which is a 24/7 housing and daycare facility for young adults with
severe autism. Cathy is sponsored by Cheryl Bailey.

Peter Coe Verbica
St. Joseph Commandery
Chevalier Peter Coe Verbica, KSJ,
and his wife, Tiffany, have four
children and live in San Jose. Peter
received his BA Degree and Jurist
Doctorate degrees from Santa Clara
University, and his Master of Science
degree from Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. Peter is a college
instructor in economics, as well as a
Financial Adviser & Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor. He
is a member of Downtown Rotary. He has served on the Hakone
Foundation, and on the boards of the San Jose Repertory Theatre,
the Santa Cruz Ballet Theater, and the local board of the Boy Scouts
of America. Peter is sponsored by Bill Peacock

St. Joseph Commandery
Chevalier James Richard Trembath,
KSJ, and his wife, Jo Ann, live in
Monte Sereno, with their two children.
Judge Jim Trembath served on the
Contra Costa Superior Court for 13
years. Jim received his BA Degree from
the University of California, Berkeley
and his Jurist Doctorate from Hastings
College of Law. Jim was the founding
senior partner of Trembath, McCabe, Schwartz, Evans, Levy &
Dawe before he was appointed as Superior Court Judge by Governor
Deukmejian. Jim co-authored “ Real Estate Litigation” and has
taught and lectured on various judicial subjects. Jim was awarded
Judge of the Year in Alameda- Contra Costa Trail lawyer’s Assoc.
Jim’s sponsor is Randy Attaway.
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Promotions

The following members were promoted to Knights and
Dames of Grace: Giselle Farris, Christopher Citti,
William Musgrave, Nigel Allen, Douglas Moore, Carol
Traub and Gerald Parker.
Chevaliers John Traub and Gerhard Parker, and
Dame Sara Allen were promoted to Knights and Dame
Commanders of Grace.
Chevalier Kevan DelGrande was promoted to Knight of
Justice and Chevalier Laurence Hernandez was promoted
to Knight Commander of Justice.
Priory Marshals Don Witt and Chris Greene, along with
Grand Marshal Bill Peacock, worked long and hard to
ensure the smooth proceedings and memorable evening.
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The Gala

The event was held at the Fairmont immediately
following the Investiture. One hundred and
eighty-eight members and guests dined and
danced to the music of Alfie and his Band in the
elegant and historic ballroom.
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The Gala
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The Gala
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The Gala
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San Francisco Commandery
A Message from New Commander
Giselle Parry Farris, DGSJ
Dear fellow Knights and Dames,
I am honored to serve as your new Commander
for San Francisco. My years in the Order have
allowed me to recognize the importance of our
work and the criticality of maintaining and
building the San Francisco Commandery.
I feel privileged to be working with the H E
Bailiff William Stein, my Vice Commander,
who was previously Commander himself, along
with wife Janice Stein, who served as our Conventual Bailiff Grand
Hospitaller. I have an excellent group of officers who will support
me, as we move the Commandery into a more active and engaged
membership. I thank Nancy Woodall for her fine administration and
leadership for the past two years and her dedication to our Order.

Children’s House. These funds will be used to purchase a new server
and five new computer workstations that are much needed for the
smooth functioning of the organization.
Our special charity recipient for the past two years has been
Operation Freedom Paws, founded by Mary Cortani in 2010. The
second picture shows our recent presentation of a $40,000 check
and a commemorative plaque, to Mary Cortani at their new canine
education center in San Martin. This is the second part of a twopart gift to OFP totaling $52,000. Beside Mary, to the right in the
picture, is Anita Del Grande (wife of Chevalier Kevan Del Grande),
Dame Suzanne Tognazzini and yours truly. Beside Mary, to the left in
the picture is Janet Wenholz, with her service dog Clover and Dame
Kelly Shields.

Colleen Wilcox, our Prior has a fast paced and positive vision for San
Francisco, of which I fully support. I am delighted and look forward
to getting to know all of my members in an upcoming reception in
June.
The San Francisco Commandery looks forward to welcoming all
of you to the Christmas Gala that will take place at the beautifully
remodeled and re-decorated Ritz Carlton Hotel on Nob Hill. Please
save the date of December 5th, and bring your friends and family to
participate in our special evening.

Support for George Mark Children’s
House and Operation Freedom Paws
By Dame Nancy Woodall, DCSJ

I would like to share with you the wonderful
news of recent gifts that arose from the
generous donations and participation at the
2014 Christmas Ball, hosted by the San
Francisco Commandery, on December 6, 2014.
The San Francisco Commandery has continued
our long-standing support of George Mark
Children’s House, a children’s hospice in San Leandro founded in
2004. GMCH serves families with children
who have a serious medical illness and who
are seeking family-centered medical care that
emphasizes quality of life in a compassionate,
supportive atmosphere. They bridge the gap
between hospital and home, by offering the
comfort and warmth of home, while providing
excellent medical care that alleviates the
suffering and stress of a child’s illness.
The picture to the right is of Chevalier
William Gisvold doing the honors of
presenting a check from the San Francisco
Commandery for $5,000 to Ken Sommer,
Director of Advancement of George Mark

OFP provides returning veterans and other disabled individuals with
the tools and know-how to train and certify their own service dogs.
A dog trainer and former Marine herself, Mary understood how the
companionship and the service of dogs could help returning veterans
overcome anxiety disorders caused by combat hyper‐vigilance. The
multi-year waiting list for trained dogs from existing organizations
was just one more source of frustration for those returning veterans.
That fact, coupled with the knowledge that hundreds of dogs with
the right temperament for service work were waiting for loving
homes, was the impetus for Mary’s charitable work. The end result
has been individuals who feel safe and secure and able to manage
their day-to-day lives. The need is great,
judging by OFP’s large and steady
backlog of applications. We are proud
to provide OFP with the early-stage
funding necessary to meet an explosively
growing need. Much of this is the veteran
community, but there is a growing civilian
community as well. Mary is a fantastic
steward of these funds and she has our
100% support and confidence. Please join
me in congratulating Operation Freedom
Paws and George Mark Children’s House
in their wonderful deeds and continued
success in serving the sick and poor.
www.sosjwestusa.org 11

San Francisco Commandery

Christmas
Ball 2014
By Commander Nancy Woodall,DCSJ

The San Francisco Commandery of the
Sovereign Order of Saint John of Jerusalem,
Knights Hospitaller, hosted its annual whitetie charity fundraiser at The Fairmont San
Francisco on Saturday, December 6TH. This
particular date coincided with the worldwide
celebration of Saint Nicholas Day and
established the theme for the soirée: a celebration of giving and
receiving in remembrance of the sick and the poor.
Knights, Dames and honored guests, including the chivalric
community of the late Dame Bella Farrow, raised over $60,000 for
the benefit of the Order’s charities, including our honored charity
for the evening, Operation Freedom Paws: Four Paws, Two Feet,
One Team. Operation Freedom Paws is a young organization headed
by Mary Cortani. Mary recently received the Coretta Scott King
Award, from the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Association of Santa
Clara. In the thirty-one years of the chapter’s existence, Mary is the
fourth person to be honored with this prestigious award. We are very
proud of her and of her vision to offer the gift of independence to
people struggling with disabilities.
The event was well-attended by San Francisco and South Bay notables,
enjoying the festive and historic Fairmont Hotel, accompanied by the
music of Freddy Clarke and Wobbly World. The White Cross pledge,
raffle and silent auctions were very generously supported, with the
“Stay in a Paris Loft” auction package raising $10,000 and ensuring
that the San Francisco Commandery exceeded its fund raising goal
of $50,000.
Each year the San Francisco Commandery selects a charity to
support, and we look forward to having you join us in supporting
another promising extraordinary charity in 2015.
12 www.sosjwestusa.org
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San Francisco Commandery

Dames Day Luncheon
One of the highlights of the Holiday Season for the Dames of the Western
Priory was a beautiful holiday luncheon, held at the St. Francis Yacht Club.
The annual luncheon, hosted by Dame Darlene Hines of the San Francisco
Commandery, was held in memory of our beloved HE Conventual Bailiff
Grand Hospitaller Janice Stein. Jan began the tradition of hosting these
luncheons several years ago, as a way for Dames to get to know each other
better. The Dames enjoyed an afternoon of friendship, lots of laughs, a
fabulous buffet lunch and great libations. And nothing could have been
more beautiful than having The Golden Gate Bridge in our midst.
Everyone who attended is looking forward to continuing this great tradition
during the next holiday season. Our thanks go to Darlene Hines for making
this day such a great event.

2015 Christmas Ball
By Walter M Joyce KCJSJ, Prior Emeritus,
2015 Christmas Ball Chair

Knights and Dames,
hear ye one and all.
The San Francisco
C o m m a n d e r y     i s
planning the best
Christmas Ball ever.
It will be held Dec 5,
2015, in San Francisco,
at the Ritz Carlton. We have put together
an excellent committee of imaginative and
dedicated members of the Order, and I am
very proud to act as this year’s Chairman.
As you know, this event truly kicks off
the San Francisco Christmas Season, and
is one of the only white-tie affairs still
functioning in the City. We will have great
food, and libations, and will keep the “fun”
in fundraising tradition going in fine fashion.
We’d like to attain good sized attendance
figures to maximize the profits and donations
that will be given to our worthy charities.
Please also recall that we use a revenue
sharing formula wherein each participating
Commandery shares in the event’s earnings.
Starting this year, we will also feature an
honorary Chairman for the event. We are
pleased and proud to feature Chevalier
William Gisvold and his wife, Kathy Hull,
as co-chairs. They are renowned in our local
community, and on a national scale, for their
important role in the founding of the “George
Mark Children’s House” in San Leandro,
California. This institution provides hospice
and respite care for terminally ill children
and their families.
Please save the date, and plan to attend, both
because it will be an excellent and fun event,

and offer strong support to our charities.
The Christmas Ball is a genuine show piece
for the Order, and is an excellent recruiting
device-- be sure to invite your friends who
are prospective members. We look forward
to seeing you at the Ball.

Rooms At the Ritz Carleton
We have provisioned a block of superior
rooms at the Ritz Carlton for those of you
who would like to stay the night. The initial
block is (15) rooms. Please register early as
we will release additional blocks with the
Ritz Carlton if we are able. Christmas is a
busy time, so please register early.
A dedicated booking website has been
created specifically for the Sovereign Order
of St. John. https://resweb.passkey.com/go/
sovereignorderstjohn2015
For attendees who prefer to call in to make their
reservation via phone, we have a dedicated
group desk available to accommodate them,
at 877-266-2050. Please reference the group
name, Sovereign Order of St. John Holiday
Party, when making reservations. If you have
a portion of your reservations which will be
submitted via a rooming list please feel free
to send it to me directly.
I will be your primary contact for anything
reservations or website related. Please let me
know if you have any questions and I look
forward to working with you to create an
extraordinary event.
Steve Kondrick, 415-296-2344,
Steve.Konrick@Ritzcarlton.com

Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, December 5, 2015

“Knights & Dames
on Nob Hill
Christmas Gala”
The Ritz-Carlton,
San Francisco
www.sosjwestusa.org 15

St. Joseph Commandery
A Message from New Commander
Brian J. Rauschhuber, KGSJ

The Commander’s
Christmas Open House

As I embark upon the next two years of
service, as the Commander of St. Joseph, I am
humbled by the good works of our members
in our community, and of Commanderies
across the country and world. We all share
a remarkable history, and we are making
history, in our own way, with those we serve
locally.
As a new Commander, it is my encouragement
that all members (new and existing) stay active within your respective
Commandery, as we serve the sick and poor in Christ. I believe we
get so much more out than we put in, through seeing all the good
works we do and having fun and fellowship with our members. So I
encourage everyone to get involved in any way you can.
Each year we ask our St. Joseph members to submit worthy causes
to our Almoner, from which we select charities to support during
the year. We’ve started that time of the season to select our 2015
charity and fundraising. Charities submitted should reflect our
mission of serving the sick and poor in Christ. Given our military
history, we certainly look toward veteran opportunities, but as we
are also Hospitallers, we are always looking for great causes to help
our local community. The charity should be small enough that the
organization values our gift, but significant enough that it is making
an impact on the community it serves.
One of the charities that the St. Joseph Commandery selected
to support in 2014 with a $100,000 grant was Life Services
Alternatives (LSA). LSA provides affordable housing options for
developmentally disabled adults in Santa Clara County. Founded
in 2002, by concerned parents and community members who
had the goal of establishing homes within the community for
residents leaving Agnew’s Developmental Center. LSA’s mission
is to provide exceptional community-based living experiences
and services for people with special needs. Our funding is being
used to renovate their 11th home by the end of May this year, ’The
Cambrian Home’. An article entitled ‘Sovereign Order Awards
$100K Grant for Cambrian Home’ was featured in their most
recent quarterly newsletter, which ended with the words ‘Thank
you to The Sovereign Order of St. John for this amazing honor and
partnership’.
It’s encouraging to see what good works our Commanderies do
locally and around the world. In closing, I’d like to say what a
privilege it is to serve. If I can be of assistance to anyone, please
don’t hesitate to contact me.
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The annual St. Joseph Holiday Christmas Open House was held
December 9, 2014 at the historic, newly remodeled, San Jose home
of Commander John Traub and Dame Carol Traub. Their spectacular
home was beautifully decorated for the holidays and put everyone in
the most festive of moods. A wonderful buffet dinner was served in
a large tent at the rear of the house. Our thanks go to John and Carol
for hosting such a beautiful Commandery party.

St. Joseph Commandery

St. Joseph Golf Tournament

www.sosjwestusa.org 17

St. Joseph Commandery

Commandery of the Sierras

St. Joseph Promotion Party

A Message from Commander
Jeanita (Jeanne) Walpole DGSJ

The St. Joseph Commandery had a get together on April 14th at the
home of Commander Brian Rauschhuber, as they celebrated those
members recently promoted, and also thanked outgoing Commander
Chevalier John Traub and outgoing Prior Chevalier Don Allen. The
weather remained nice but cool into the evening, as we shared hors
d’ oeuvres, cocktails and good cheer.
About 50 people were able to come and celebrate. Commander
Rauschhuber and Prior Wilcox recognize the promoted members, and
then presented John and Don each with a Certificate of Appreciation,
signed by Commandery Council members and other Knights and
Dames, thanking them for their leadership and dedication, and
wishing them well.
The Commandery celebrated the recognition of the following
promotions from within the Commandery. Elevated to Knight or
Dame of Grace: Nigel Allen, Chris Citti, Giselle Farris, Carol Traub
and Bob Wallace. Elevated to Knights of Justice are Stan Atwood
and Kevan Del Grande. Elevated to Knight
or Dame Commander of Grace are Sally
Allen, Gerry Parker and John Traub. Elevated
to Knight Commander of Justice was Larry
Hernandez.

The Commandery of the Sierras will welcome
two new knights and one Dame into the group
at its gala investiture in Reno, June 26-27.
Aspirants will be introduced and honored,
western style, at a buffet dinner/cocktail
event, preceding the group’s attendance at
the Reno Rodeo Friday night. Aspirants
will be invested at Trinity Episcopal Church
Saturday evening, followed by dinner and
dancing amongst the priceless cars at the
National Automobile Museum. One of the featured cars on display
that evening will be the famous Thomas Flyer.
The Commandery of the Sierras has continued its commitment
to support events in other Commanderies through our members’
attendance at fundraisers and investitures in
other communities these past few months.
The Sierras Commandery will usher in a
new commander with a change of command
ceremony, followed by a social event in August.
Our Knights and Dames are hard at work
planning the Reno City Lights fund raiser, which
will be held at the new state-of-the-art Lexus
dealership, now under construction in Reno.
Reno City Lights traditionally kicks off the area
holiday season the first week of December. The
charity committee is assiduously researching
nonprofits for consideration as the beneficiary
charity for the event. For information about Reno
City Lights, go to www.renocitylights.com.

Deputy Grand Prior Announcement
It is with great pleasure that we announce that
Chevalier Brooks Mancini, KCJSJ, has been
appointed to the position of Deputy Grand Prior
of the Americas. Brooks has been a member of
the Order since 2001. He transferred from the
St. Joseph Commandery in 2005, and became
the founding Commander of the newly formed
Commandery of the Sierras.
Brooks, along with his wife Diane, has been
very active in recruiting members and leading and strengthening the
new Commandery. He has been a strong supporter of the fundraising
efforts of the Sierra Commandery, where they have been praised
many times in the newspapers for their contributions to charities.
Brooks has helped to build relationships in the business, religious and
charitable community that will benefit the Sierras for years to come.
Joe Mancini, Brooks’ father, was also a member of the Order. He
was invested in 1989 along with Grand Master David Rolfe and
Grand Prior Emeritus Glen McLaughlin.
We congratulate Brooks on being promoted to this important position
in our Order of St. John, Knights Hospitaller.
18 www.sosjwestusa.org

Western Military Commandery

In Memoriam

A Message from New Commander
Brendan P. Kearney, KGSJ
It is with a sense of honor and pleasure
that I have assumed the responsibilities
of Commander of the Western Military
Commandery. Following John Sollner will
be no easy task, as his efforts over the past
two years have greatly contributed to the
Commandery! A “Bravo Zulu” is clearly in
order!
Since December, we have been honored
to welcome Doug Moore as an “Inter-service transfer”, while
additionally welcoming Jaime Ann Payne and Mark Flegel as new
Members to the Order.
Upcoming summer plans are still tentative, but my hopes are to have
a June social gathering as an informal opportunity to get together,
while discussing Commandery assignments and opportunities that
may exist for a planned/controlled “mission creep”.
Finally, I want to thank Jim Boucher for volunteering to assume the
responsibility of Treasurer.

Bill Peacock and Chuck Yeager
Friends for 30 Years
Catching up on old times with his friend of over 30 years, Brigadier
General Chuck Yeager, USAF (Ret), is our Conventual Bailiff Grand
Marshal Bill Peacock and his lovely wife, Nancy. Yeager is the first
man to break the sound barrier back in 1947, and he and Bill sold
AV-8B Harrier jet fighters together to the Italians and Spanish back
in the ‘80’s.
Yeager, now 92, is credited during WWII with becoming an “Ace
in a Day” by shooting down 5 Nazi aircraft on a single mission. The
General still tests with 20-10 vision.

Debra Jenette Lockie
Nov. 12, 1950 - March 10, 2015

Debra Jenette Lockie, a long-time resident of Los
Gatos, passed away peacefully Tuesday, March
10th, 2015 of complications stemming from multiple
myeloma, at age 64.
Debra “Deb” Lockie was born November 12th, 1950
in Portland, Oregon, and relocated to California in
1981, with her two sons Michael and Christopher. She
met, fell in love, and married Douglas Lockie on May
11th, 1989. Deb and Doug have lived in the Los Gatos/
Monte Sereno area for the last 20 years.
She lived her life with vigor and a fiery passion that
matched her remarkable red hair. She was noted for
her strong personality, generous nature, sharp wit,
and flair for hosting. Deb was an active member of
the Los Gatos Social Club, and the Los Gatos “Jazz
on the Plaz” organization. She also was very active
with her husband in the Sovereign Order of St. John,
a philanthropic organization with its roots in the
Knights Hospitalier, where she helped to chair many
of the fund raising Summer Garden Party events.
Debee is survived by her husband of 25 years, Doug
Lockie, her two sons, Michael and Christopher,
Daughters-in-law Jocelyn and Trisha, and her
grandchildren Madison, Tyler, Jack and Lucy, all of
which she loved dearly. She was their GranDeb.
A memorial service and reception was held in Los
Gatos on April 11th to commemorate her passing.
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Priory of the Western United States of America
Priory Officers
Pr ior

A l moner

Dame Colleen B. Wilcox, DJSJ
St. Joseph Commandery

Chevalier Ernest J. (Tim) Harris, KSJ
St. Joseph Commandery

C omm a n der s

H er a l d

Commander Giselle Parry Farris, DGSJ
San Francisco Commandery

Dame Barbara Ann Avery, DJSJ
St. Joseph Commandery

Commander Brendan P. Kearney, KGSJ
Military Commandery

Deput y H er a l d

Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber, KGSJ
St. Joseph Commandery
Commander Jeanne Walpole, DCSJ
Sierras Commandery
Recei v er Gener a l

Chevalier William Arthur Gisvold, KJSJ
San Francisco Commandery
Deput y Recei v er Gener a l

Chevalier Christopher J. Worrall, KJSJ
St. Joseph Commandery
Sec r et a r y Gener a l

Dame Suzanne G. Tognazzini, DCSJ
San Francisco Commandery
M a r sh a l

Chevalier Donald Alfonso Witt, KSJ
Military Commandery
Deput y M a r sh a l

Chevalier Alvin W. (Bill) Musgrave, KGSJ
Military Commandery

Chapter General Meeting
By Prior Colleen B. Wilcox

This year’s Chapter General Meeting
was held at the Sofitel Hotel in Redwood
City on February 2, 2015. Approximately
45 members of our Order attended and
enjoyed wine and hors d’oeuvres and great
conversation.
Our business meeting was convened by Prior
Don Allen, and included reports from each
Commandery on their fundraising activities
and their philanthropic efforts.
Our receiver General, Bill Gisvold,
reviewed Priory expenses and presented
the 2015 budget for approval, which passed
unanimously. Newly elected officers were
announced and everyone seemed to agree
that such get togethers should happen more
frequently.
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Chevalier Christopher W. Citti, KGSJ
St. Joseph Commandery

Sovereign Order of St. John of
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller

Save These Dates
2015 Investiture Schedule
Investiture Site

Hospit a l l er

Date

Dame Caroline A.H. Macnab, DGSJ
St. Joseph Commandery

Vancouver

June 6

Deput y Hospit a l l er

Dame Zoe C. Alameda, DCSJ
St. Joseph Commandery

Sierr as

A dvo c ate Gener a l s

Ontario Commandery

Dame Susan H. Nycum, DCSJ
St. Joseph Commandery
Chevalier Fernando Zazueta, KCSJ
St. Joseph Commandery

Glasgow

June 27
July 3
August 22
Ok anagan

Qua r ter m a ster

October 3

Dame Kathleen M. Shields, DJSJ
San Francisco Commandery

The Palm Beaches

November 7

Deput y Qua r ter m a ster
Chevalier Jeffrey Strawn, KCSJ
St. Joseph Commandery
At L a rge M em ber s
Chevalier John Wayne DuBois, DCJSJ
St. Joseph Commandery

Regalia of our
Sovereign Order
Dame Kathleen M. Shields, DGSJ
Quartermaster, San Francisco Commandery
Chevalier Jeffrey Strawn, KCSJ
Deputy Quartermaster, St. Joseph Commandery

For more information or to request a
brochure, please call us at (650) 343-0502.
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