
Sovereign Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller

Special Edition

Welcome to this Special Edition of the International Newsletter covering the 2014 Sovereign Council 
meetings, Investiture and other events in Malta and the subsequent tour of Sicily and mainland Italy.

MALTA MEETINGS AND EVENTS

More than 220 members and guests of the Sovereign Order participated in Sovereign Council 
meetings,  a memorable Investiture and other events in sunny, hot and welcoming  Malta.
Malta has a known history of over 7,000 years and all visitors enjoyed exploring this ancient 
and modern Island.
The capital city, Valetta was founded  by Grand Master La Valette of the Order of St. John ”the 
gallant hero of the Great Siege of 1565.”  Valetta is the smallest of European capital cities and is 
a world heritage site.
We welcomed members and guests of the Order from Austria, Canada, Denmark, England, 
Finland, France, Germany, Monaco, Nicaragua, Norway, Scotland and the United States 
of America.



The Sovereign Council held its biennial meeting on September 22 and 23. In addition to 
discussing the business of the Order, the meeting also discussed other matters relating to the 
Order and its future.  

Due to age the limit of 80 for being a Bailiff, the following members of the Sovereign Council 
retired at the meeting:

HE Conventual Bailiff Grand Conservator René Tonna-Barthet, GCSJ, CMSJ and two Bars, MMSJ, 
(England). René has been a member of the Order since 1964.  In recognition of his very 
significant contributions to the Order René was awarded the Gold Cross of Merit.

HE Bailiff Grand Prior Emeritus, Glen McLaughlin, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ, (USA).  Glen was invested 
into the Order in 1989.  He was also awarded the Gold Cross of Merit for his distinctive
 contributions to the Order. 

HE Bailiff John Stackpole, GCSJ, MMSJ, (England).   John was invested into the Order in 1975 
and has provided valuable advice over the years

The Order has been very well served by all these distinguished Bailiffs.

The Sovereign Council welcomed HE Bailiff May Storrie, GCSJ, (Scotland) to the Council.

Priors and Commanders held a meeting to discuss issues of interest to them.  The meeting was 
chaired by Acting Prior James Wylie (Scotland) and Commander Richard Earthy (Vancouver).

A Reception was held to welcome the new Commandery of Ontario, Canada, which will 
formally take place in Ottawa on July 3, 2015.  The Commander will be Chevalier Daryl Rock 
KGSJ.

INVESTITURE

St. Andrew’s Scots Church was completely filled by Aspirants, members of the Order and guests 
on a very warm afternoon for a memorable Investiture Service.  13 Aspirants were invested 
into the Order. Their names are listed below.

Particular thanks are due to HE Conventual Bailiff Grand Marshal Bill Peacock, Chevalier 
Reverend Ernest Cockrell and Chevalier Alex Wood and their teams for planning and executing 
a memorable Service for all who attended. 

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL AND OTHER MEETINGS



GALA DINNERS

Dame Margaret Rolfe and her team organized two very successful Gala Dinners.

The first dinner was held in the historic La Valette Hall, which was originally built by the Knights 
of the Order in 1576.  Known as the Sacra Infermeria (the Sacred Infirmary) it was one of the 
world’s largest hospitals at that time and could accommodate 914 patients in an emergency.  
It remained a world renowned hospital until 1918.  Today it is the Mediterranean Conference 
Centre.

The second Gala dinner was held in the Phoenicia Hotel on the final night of the 
meetings.  More than 250 guests were piped into the hall by a section of Pipers and 
Drummers from the Boy Scouts of Malta.

It was a grand evening of fun and fellowship during which the National anthems of all 
countries represented were spontaneously sung by everyone



TOURS

All visitors enjoyed various sightseeing tours of 
Malta including a walking tour of the historic Valetta, 
which included a visit to the magnificent St. John’s 
Co-Cathedral, built by the Knights of Malta between 
1573 and 1578. 
A day long trip included visits to the fishing village of 
Marsaxlokk, the fascinating restoration of the Hagar 
Qim Temples built between 2200 – 2000 BC and to 
the beautiful and ancient city of Mdina and lunch at 
the well-known Bacchus Restaurant.



NEW MEMBERS

The following new members were invested into the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller in Malta on September 23rd, 2014:

Chevalier Philippe Chaber.  Germany
Dame Lilja Säde Helasmaki.  Finland
Chevalier Brian Fleming.  Scotland

Chevalier Joachim Greilberger.  Germany
Dame Michaela Greilberger.  Germany

Vincenzo Lombardo.  Germany
Chevalier Hubert de Munck.  Germany
Dame Melanie Rock.  Ontario, Canada

Chevalier Thomas Schimanowski-Ziffer.  Scotland
Chevalier Roderick Stear.  Germany

Dame Gretchen Valentine.  St. Joseph, USA
Chevalier Antonius Van de Ven.  Germany

Dame Christina Ziffer.  Scotland

THANKS FOR THE MEMORY

Our thanks for the very successful 2014 Malta meetings and events are due to Dame 
Margaret Rolfe who chaired and masterminded the planning of the six days in Malta.  Her 
planning committee included Bailiff Christine Dryvynsyde, Receiver General Chevalier Iain 
MacKay, Dame Lynda McCulloch, Bailiff David Petitpierre, Registrar General Dame Viviane 
Reid, Grand Master David Rolfe, Bailiff May Storrie and Master of Regalia Dame Anne Wood.

Margaret Rolfe was ably supported by our Malta Travel Agent Rachel Borg Cardona.







Tour of Sicily and Mainland Italy

Following the Malta meetings 67 members and guests enjoyed an adventurous and fun-filled 
11 day trip to Sicily and mainland Italy.

As with Malta, Sicily has thousands of years of history following occupations by Greeks, 
Romans, Byzantines, Arabs and Normans.  

We saw magnificent evidences of this in temple ruins in Agrigento in the south, basilicas and 
cathedrals with impressive Byzantine mosaics in Palermo and other places in the north of the 
Island.

Sicily is fairly mountainous and well cultivated.  We enjoyed the final two days in the hill town 
of Taormina overlooking the Straits of Messina.  

In mainland Italy the group stayed for two nights near Sorrento on the Amalfi coast. We visited 
the amazing ruins of the City of Pompeii, which, with its 11,000 inhabitants was buried under 
ash and pumice from the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD.   

 The Tour Group



On the final day we drove the 600 hairpin bends along the coast to Amalfi, the original city of 
our flag of Amalfi.  Following a brief boat tour of the coast and lunch we drove to Rome.

In our two full days in Rome we experienced guided tours of the Colosseum, Roman Forum 
and, of course the Vatican City.  We also had time and opportunities to visit other memorable 
sites and monuments in this magnificent City.

The tour ended with a final dinner together at the Restaurant Cesarina, where everyone joined 
in hilarious skits relating to experiences on the tour.   Dame Anne Schoff of Cleveland is—and 
has been—the director extraordinaire for producing skits on past tours.  A very talented lady 
indeed.

Again, we have to thank Margaret Rolfe for not only organizing the Italian tour, but also having 
to deal with almost daily crises which seem to be challenges of travelling in Italy.

PICTORIAL RECORD

Robert Avery and Noriko Tidball, our official photographers, and others snapped hundreds, if 
not thousands, of pictures of events and people in Malta and Italy.

The photos are currently being sorted out and it is planned to make these available for 
everyone to access at some central site.  Details will be provided in due course.

BEHIND THE SCENES

We must acknowledge a special thanks to Carole Cameron at the International Office, who has 
worked with Margaret Rolfe and Viviane Reid for over a year with behind the scenes 
communications, data processing and generally dealing with a multitude of enquiries, requests 
and changes, which always happen with such a big tour project .  Also not forgetting the extra 
work involved with preparations for the Sovereign Council meeting.  Thank you Carole.

Again, we thank Ali Gordon-Collins for providing her layout and desktop services.

Bailiff David Petitpierre, GCSJ, Editor.
dpetitp@telus.net
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More Pictures Below



The Parthenon, Agrigento, Sicily

Wedding at Cefalu, Sicily

 Taormina, Sicily Brenda Lyall and friend

 View of Positano, Amalfi Coast

 The Colosseum, Rome Swiss Guard, Vatican City

Palermo Cathedral, Sicily Skit: The Finale

 Skit Inspiration, Producer and 
Presenter: Anne Schoff



Fearless leader Margaret Rolfe fixing the bus

 David Rolfe and gift
 Margaret Rolfe and gift

 Les Girls singing “There’s Nothing Like a Dame”

Dino the coach driver aka Alex Wood

Skit: Steven Murdoch Singing an Aria

 Skit:  Lynda and AlanMcCulloch


