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International Office if you are not receiving the Newsletter or, if you know of other members who have not received previous Newsletters.
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First Grand Master’s Selection: Empires of the Sea by Roger Crowley

The Great Siege of Malta in 1565 was not only a heroic military achievement against immense odds, it was a 
pivotal event in the history of the world as Europe rose to an age of ascendancy on a global scale.  To 
commemorate its 450th anniversary, Grand Master David Rolfe is inaugurating our first group read by inviting 
every Knight and Dame to learn the fascinating story of this important event in the history of our Sovereign 
Order and how the Knights of St. John helped shape the world that we live in today.

During the 16th Century, Europe was expanding its reach into the New World, Africa, and Asia. At the same 
time, the Ottoman Empire was expanding its territories in the Middle East and North Africa and into the very 
heart of Europe, capturing the Balkans and reaching the gates of Vienna in 1529. The age of empires was at 
hand, and there was a battle for ultimate supremacy between two great rising powers.

In the center of this world, and crucial to both, was the Mediterranean Sea. In the center of the 
Mediterranean Sea were the Knights of St. John. Two events in a six-year period involving the Knights helped 
determine which rising power would dominate the globe for the next several centuries: the Great Siege of 
Malta in 1565; and the Battle of Lepanto in 1571, the second largest naval battle in history.
Grand Master David Rolfe is inaugurating the first group read of our Sovereign Order by announcing his first 

A GROUP READ ENDORSED AND SUPPORTED BY 
THE GRAND MASTER
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COMMANDERY OF VICTORIA

The Victoria Commandery has enabled the Victoria 
Hospice to create a ‘Closer to the Community 
Counsellor position through a generous multi-year 
donation.

This program expands the existing end-of-life 
community counselling services to serve people of 
all ages who are disenfranchised and isolated; elderly 
and living at risk; lacking financial security; living with 
multiple health issues and living in hardship.

Commander David Moore, KCSJ

Members touring the Victoria Hospice

COMMANDERY OF SAN FRANCISCO

The San Francisco Commandery has made two 
charitable donations from funds raised at the 
Christmas Ball.

George Mark Children’s House, which serves families 
with children who a have serious medical illness,  
received $5,000 to update computer systems.

Chevalier William Gisvold presenting the check to Ken 
Sommers, Director of Advancement.

Operation Freedom Paws teaches returning veterans 
and other disabled individuals on training and 
certifying their own service dogs, providing 
companionship and manage their day-to day lives.

Grand Master’s Selection: Empires of the Sea: The Siege of Malta, The Battle of Lepanto, and the Contest for 
the Center of the World by Roger Crowley. Published by Random House in 2008, it was a New York Times 
Bestseller. It is both exciting history and a fun, fast read. New and used copies can be found online at several 
sites, including Amazon (www.amazon.com) and the deep discounter AbeBooks (www.abebooks.com). 

There are books with similar titles, so be sure to order the one by Roger Crowley that references both 
battles in the subtitle. Readers interested in a follow-up book of historical fiction set during the Siege of Malta 
will enjoy The Sword & the Scimitar (also published under the title Ironfire) by David Ball.

Editor’s Note:   We thank Chevalier Christopher Greene, KGSJ of the St. Joseph Commandery for suggesting 
this innovation endorsed by the Grand Master as “encouraging our members to have a greater knowledge of 
the Order we are part of.” 

COMMANDERY NEWS
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“Presentation of $40,000 check and plaque to Mary 
Cortini center and left to right Dame Kelly Shields, 
Janet Wenholz with service dog, Anita del Grande, 
Dame Suzanne Tognazzini and Commander Nancy 
Woodall. Total gift to OFP is $52,000.

Commander Nancy Woodall, DCSJ.

COMMANDERY OF VANCOUVER 

Change of Command.  Dame Anne Rowland, 
DCSJ, has been elected Commander of the 
Vancouver Commandery.

Former Commander Richard Earthy, KCJSJ, has been 
elected Prior of Canada.  Congratulations to both 
members on their elections.

Town Hall Meeting.  Following the opening of the St. 
John Hospice in Vancouver, the Board of the 
Commandery developed future strategic planning 
options.  In January 60 members attended a ‘Town 
Hall’ meeting to debate and discuss ” where to go 

from here”  members responded to the Board’s 
suggestions and produced many new ideas.  The 
feedback was positive and the evening was a success.

Commander Anne Rowland, DCSJ

INVESTITURE
PRIORY OF THE WESTERN UNITED STATES

This year’s Investiture Service invested 11 Aspirants 
into the Order, and once again, Grace Cathedral proved 
to be the perfect setting for the inspirational program. 
A Scottish Piper led the processional, and Chevalier 
Reverend Ernest Cockrell offered the Homily and led 
us in prayer. Dame Carol and Chevalier John Traub’s 
daughter, Elizabeth Campisi, graced us with “Ave 
Maria”, by Franz Schubert and then joined Tenor 
Nicholas Adams, for a beautiful rendition of “The 
Prayer”, by David Foster.

Chevalier Brendan Kearney, of the Western Military 
Commandery, and Chevalier Brian Rauschhuber, of St. 
Joseph Commandery, were inducted as new 
Commanders.  Dame Colleen Wilcox was inducted 
as the new Prior of the Priory of the Western United 
States.

The aspirants took their oath with the Grand Master 
Bailiff David R.L. Rolfe.  Three new members were 
invested into the Western Military Commandery and 
eight members were invested into the St. Joseph 
Commandery. 

Dame Barbara Avery  DJSJ

New Knights and Dames with Grand Master and 
investiture planning team
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HOMILY GIVEN BY CHEVALIER REVEREND 
ERNEST COCKRELL, KJSJ  AT THE SAN FRANCISCO INVESTITURE.

Terrible things have been happening in the world involving religion.  None of us can comprehend the horrendous 
brutality of ISIL, and seeing the violent deaths and the wanton destruction of books and ancient artifacts made me 
sick to my stomach.  Re-reading history after our time in Malta I had a real wake-up call.

After the Hospitallers were kicked out of Jerusalem, becoming by necessity fighters as much as healers, they were 
– through much of their history - in a constant struggle with Islam.  I knew that.  Our Order was one of the forces 
that kept Islam from dominating western Europe.  But new information came as a shock.  I hear all the time: there’s 
always been conflict in the Middle East.  Not true.  For centuries the Muslims of the Middle East had lived peace-
fully and respectfully with Christians and Jews, considering them fellow children of Abraham, “People of the Book.”  
Much of the Koran is populated by people and voices of  Hebrew and Christian scripture.  The quarrel was between 
Crusaders and TURKS – not even the Ottoman Turks, who supplanted the Byzantine Empire in the 15th century, but 
with their marauding predecessors, riding out of north central Asia, their conquests made possible largely by the 
invention of stirrups!  I had assumed that the fight was between Christianity and Islam.  Like the Arabs, the Turks 
had become Muslim, but unlike Arabs of the 7th to 11th centuries in the Holy Land, those Turks were not tolerant 
toward Christians and Jews.  

That first Crusader army trashed Constantinople - the seat of Orthodox Christianity, then continued on to 
Palestine where they were indiscriminate in their destruction, obliterating the intelligencia and middle class of 
Palestinian Muslims and decimating Palestinian Christians, who sure looked like Arabs  - except for the crosses and 
crucifixes discovered in their homes when the Crusaders went in to plunder.
  
The Palestinian bishop of the Anglican Church in Jerusalem is often asked, “When did your family 
become Christian?”  In an incredulous voice he will say, “Why at Pentecost!  Don’t you read your Bible? We were 
the originals.”  Thank God – literally – our predecessors were never part of the Crusades, though some Crusaders 
joined our Order. Sadly, that particular perversion of Christianity called the Crusades helped set the stage for the 
kind of intolerant perversion of Islam we face in the Middle East today.  We Christians are not at war with Islam.  
Many Christians, Muslims and Jews need a change of attitude, and I hope an understanding of history can give us 
perspective to do just that.  

As a Christian Order I hope we don’t confuse ISIL’s perversion of Islam with the heart of Islam, any more than we 
want to be identified with the narrow, bigoted beliefs of some Christians.  One thing for sure: Neither Jews, nor 
Muslims, nor we Christians need to “defend God.”  That “defense” has been at the core of too much violence on all 
sides, even to this day.  

To live lives of Christian service in this 21st century I invite you to check out your own historical and 
religious assumptions lest we become the very people some would seek to destroy.  The heart of Jesus’ 
message, expressed in the Beatitudes, is reflected in our 8-pointed Cross of Amalfi.   Let’s live by that.  It can make 
a huge difference in how we see the world, how we solve problems of violence, how we rid ourselves of our own 
prejudice toward those differing from ourselves, and – as Knights and Dames - focus on our healing 
ministry.  Faithful Muslims and Jews want that, too.  THEN how blessed we will be: Christians, Muslims and Jews, 
and Buddhists and Hindus and all the rest, living together in peace.  

The Reverend Chevalier Ernest W. Cockrell+
Convener of the Ecclesiastical Council
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AWARD, APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS
AWARD

Conventual Bailiff Grand Marshal Bill Peacock, GCSJ, CMSJ, was awarded the Silver Cross of Merit at the recent 
Investiture in San Francisco.  The award recognizes Bill’s significant and enthusiastice contributions to the Order.

RECENT APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS

David Petitpierre, GCSJ has been appointed Conventual Bailiff Grand Hospitaller
James Wylie, KJSJ has been elected Grand Prior of the UK and Ireland
John Dustan, GCSJ has been re-elected as Grand Prior of the Americas
Brooks Mancini, KCJSJ has been appointed Deputy Grand Prior of the Americas
Richard Earthy, KCJSJ has been elected Prior of Canada
Colleen Wilcox, DJSJ has been elected Prior of the Western USA
Anne Rowland, DCSJ has been elected Commander of the Commandery of Vancouver
Brian Rauschuber, KGSJ has been elected Commander of the Commandery of St. Joseph
Brendan Kearney, KGSJ has been elected as Commander of the Western Military Commandery

FORTHCOMING INVESTITURES

June 6.   Commandery of Vancouver, Canada
June 20. Priory of Brittany, France
June 27. Commandery of the Sierras, USA
July 3.  New Commandery of Ontario, Canada
August 22. Commandery of Glasgow, Scotland
August 29.  Commandery of Helsinki, Finland
October 3. Commandery of the Okanagan, Canada
October 31.      Grand Priory of Dacia, Denmark
November 7. Commandery of The Palm Beaches, USA

Please contact Carole Cameron at the International Office for more information on any of these Investitures.

Layout:  Our thanks go to Alexandria Gordon-Collins for her layout work with this newsletter.
Editor:  Conventual Bailiff Grand Hospitaller David Petitpierre, GCSJ

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
1100 – 900 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, British Columbia, V6C 1E5, CANADA

Phone: +1.604.685.2141.  Fax: +1.604.685.2142
Email:  osjregistrar@telus.net

www.sosjinternational.org 

Reverend Ernest Cockrell


